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Introduction. 

Since tlie publication of tbe preceding paper (Gates, 1933) the writer 
has been able, while on leave, to examine all Burmese earthworms in 
the collections of various European Museums as well as in the Indian 
Museum. As a result of this work it is now possible, for the first time, 
to present an account of the Burmese fauna based on a study of all 
the material. In addition, non-Burmese types of species that are pre¬ 
sent in Burma have also been examined, as well as other material, espe¬ 
cially in the British Museum, that is involved in a consideration of the 
synonymy of certain species present in India and Burma. Several 
changes in the names of fairly common species are accordingly neces¬ 
sary. A considerable amount of new material, from the Indian Museum, 
from collections made by G. E. Blackwell in Toungoo district and the 
Pegu Yomas and by H. Young on the Shan Plateau as well as less im¬ 
portant collections from other areas, has been worked out. The con¬ 
tinuation of previous studies on the variation of characteristics of as¬ 
sumed or suspected, taxonomic importance has now rendered possible, 
especially in the genus Pheretima and certain other Megascolecine genera, 
the construction of specific diagnoses which characterize the species 
much more accurately than hitherto and which should be correspond¬ 
ingly more useful. 
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SYSTEMATICS. 

Family MEGASCOLECIDAE. 

Subfamily MEGASCOLECINAE. 

Genus Pontodrilus E. Perrier. 

1874. Pontodrilus, E. Perrier, C. R. Ac. Sci. Paris, LXXVIII, p. 1582. (Geno- 
type, P. marionis E. Perrier 1874 = Lumbricus litoralis Grube 1855.) 

Pontodrilus sp. 

Seven aclitellate specimens from the Indian Museum, collected at 
Port Blair in the Andaman Islands, are probably to be referred to P. 
bermudensis Beddard 1891, a species already known from the Burmese 
mainland. 


Genus Tonoscolex Gates. 

1933. Tonoscolex , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. 9 XXXV, p. 484. (Genotype, Noto - 
scolex birmanicus Gates 1927). 

Diagnosis. —Male pores on xvii, in seminal grooves that extend 
onto xvi or xviii. Female pores on xiii. Spermathecal pores on 6/7- 
7/8. Gizzard massive, in vi. Paired, stalked calciferous glands in 
ix-xii. Intestine begins in xiv. Last hearts in xii. Testes in ix and 
x ; seminal vesicles in x and xi; ovaries in xii. 

The excretory organs have not been carefully studied but are prob¬ 
ably exonephric micronephridia and possibly also enteronephric micro- 
or meganephridia. 

The Burmese species are all characterized, in addition to the generic 
characteristics, as follows : unpigmented ; setae a and b of xvii lacking, 
even on aclitellate specimens ; clitellum annular, with clitellar deve¬ 
lopment the intersegmental furrows are obliterated and dorsal pores 
occluded but setae are retained on clitellar segments ; female pores 
paired, in aa ; spermathecal pores in or median to a ; the single diverti¬ 
culum passes into the anterior face of the spermathecal duct. 

Worms belonging to the genus Tonoscolex are easily the most sluggish 
of all Burmese earthworms. 

Tonoscolex depressus (Gates). 

1929, Notoscolex depressus , Gates, Proc. V. S. Nat . Mus., LXXV, (10), p. 14. 
(Type locality, Maymyo. Paratype in the U. S. Nat. Mus.). 

1929. Notoscolex choprai , Stephenson, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXI, p. 230. (Type 
locality, Nyaungbin, Indawgyi Lake, Myitkyina District. Types in 
the Indian Museum). 

1932. Notoscolex depressus, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 368. 

1933. Tonoscolex depressus (part), Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 484. 

(Excluding var. scutatus). 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

“ Leaf covered, rocky soil ”, Taungyi, Aug. 1935, 2 aclitellate 
specimens. H. Young. 

“ Leaf covered, sandy soil on wooded hillside ”, Nam Mang, 
Mang Lun State, Sept. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ In ground with tall grass ”, Loi Se Mt. ca 5,000 ft. Mang 
Lun State, Sept. 1935, 15 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

External characteristics. —The length varies from 75-110 mm., the 
diameter from 3-4 mm. The first dorsal pore is on 9/10. All specimens 
&re setigerous. 

3 2 
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There is a deep depression, midventrally on the genital shield of 
the clitellate specimens, the seminal grooves are on the lateral walls of 
the depression. In some of the specimens the depression is continued 
anteriorly into the posterior portion of the protuberant clitellar region 
as a short, narrow invagination. 

Internal anatomy .—The prostates are strap-shaped, with median 
margins smooth, the lateral margins incised and thinner than the median 
margins. The duct emerges from the median margin of the prostate 
near the anterior end, and passes straight forward to the point of en¬ 
trance into the parietes. 

The spermathecal duct is much shorter than the ampulla and is 
narrowed within the parietes, the ectalmost portion almost thread¬ 
like. In the aclitellat6 specimens the lumen of the duct widens gra¬ 
dually passing entally from the diverticular junction and the wall is 
smooth. In the clitellate specimens the lumen is more irregular in 
appearance and the wall is transversely or irregularly ridged. The 
spermathecal diverticulum is slightly longer than the duct, the shape 
variable,—slenderly club-shaped, thickly club-shaped, sausage-shaped. 
In the aclitellate specimens there is no spermatozoal iridescence within 
the diverticula, the lumen in each case empty, wide entally, slightly 
narrowed ectally and with only slight traces of ridges on the wall. 
In the clitellate specimens the spermatozoal mass extends, in each 
diverticulum, nearly to the duct, an ental portion of the sperm mass 
usually rather pear-shaped, as in the. types, narrowing gradually, pas¬ 
sing ectally, to a slender rod which is rather irregularly twisted. The 
sperm mass may not, however, be so much narrowed ectally in which 
case the margins are slightly incised as if by fine ridges. 

Remarks .—Aclitellate specimens from Taungyi, described in a pre¬ 
vious paper (Gates 1932, p. 373) under the designation “ Forma prima ” 
are evidently to be referred to T depressus. The Taungyi specimens 
are quite definitely smaller than the types. 

Diagnosis .—Male genital shield extends across xvii and xviii, each 
seminal groove f-shaped but without the crossbar, the posterior end 
in or just median to c, the anterior end turned towards the midventral 
fine and terminating just lateral to the midventral line between the arms 
of a U-shaped tumescence, the male pore within a seminal groove and 
in or just behind the anterior bend. Setae lumbricine. Length 75-215 
mm. Diameter 3-7 mm. 

Prostates strap-shaped, in xvii-xxiv. Spermathecal duct much 
shorter than the ampulla, diverticulum slightly longer than the duct, 
club-shaped or sausage-shaped. 

Tonoscolex lunatus (Gates). 

1929. Notoscolex lunatus. Gates, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., LXXV, (10), p. 16. 

(Type locality, Maymyo. Paratype in. the U. S. Nat. Mus.). 

1932. Notoscolex lunatus. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 369. 

1933. Tonoscolex lunatus. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 490. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

“ Leaf covered, sandy soil on wooded hillside ”, Nam Mang, 
Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. H. Young. 

The specimen which is about 95 mm. long has a genital shield with 
seminal grooves characteristic of T. lunatus. The spermathecae however 
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differ somewhat from those of the types. The spermathecal duct 
is slightly longer than the ampulla, the lumen widened slightly within 
the parietes. The diverticulum is slightly shorter than the duct and 
slenderly club-shaped ; the lumen irregular ectally and with ridged wall, 
entally the lumen circular in section and with smooth wall. The diver¬ 
ticulum is invested with a thick layer of tissue which, in the cleared 
spermatheca, is much darker than the thinner, light, transparent layer 
that forms the wall of the lumen. As in the spermathecae of the types 
of this species the spermatozoa extend, within the diverticulum, from 
the ental end nearly to the duct; a spheroidal sperm mass in the ental- 
most portion connected by a straight, short, narrow, rod-like portion 
at the central axis of the diverticulum with a narrow but elongate por¬ 
tion that is twisted irregularly, almost in a spiral fashion. 

Diagnosis .—Male genital shield extends across xvii and xviii, each 
seminal grove rather like an interrogation mark, the posterior end of 
the groove in or slightly lateral to b, a posterior portion of the groove 
concave, the concavity facing anterolaterally, anteriorly the groove 
bent laterally and then mesially to terminate near the mid ventral line 
between the arms of a U-shaped tumescence, male pores within the 
grooves, just behind the midventral bend. Setae lumbricine. Length 
85-205 mm. Diameter 4-6 mm. 

Prostates strap-shaped, in xvii-xxi. Spermathecal duct about as 
long as ampulla or longer, diverticulum slightly shorter than the duct 
to longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla, club-shaped. 

Tonoscolex montanus, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Shady ravine ”, Taungyi, Sept. 1935, 3 aclitehate and 9 clitel* 
late or partially clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

External characteristics .—Length 140-265 mm. Diameter, in the 
clitellar region which is especially protuberant, 6-8 mm. Unpigmented. 

All specimens are setigerous. The setae are fine and recognizable 
only with difficulty when retracted, lumbricine ; on xxii, ab<C.cd<^aa 
<ibc. 

The first dorsal pore is on 9/10 on each specimen but there is a more 
or less definitely pore-like but apparently non-functional marking on 
8/9 in most of the worms. 

The clitellum is yellowish, annular, extending from 13/14 to 16/17 oi 
nearly to 16/17 ; intersegmental furrows lacking, dorsal pores present 
or occluded but positions indicated by small, pit-like depressions ; setae 
present. 

The spermathecal pores are transversely slit-like, narrow, closely 
paired, in aa. 

The female pores are paired, each pore just anterior and median 
to a. 

The male genital shield extends across xvii and xviii, both of which 
are only slightly elongated ventrally. The shield is of about the same 
width anteriorly as posteriorly, the length greater than the width. At 
the midventral line the shield is depressed, the depression rather slight 
or deep and longitudinally slit-like. Just lateral to the midventral 
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line on each, side and extending across the lengthened postsetal secon¬ 
dary annulus of xvii and the presetal annulus of xviii there is a longi¬ 
tudinally oval area of especial protuberance with a glossy surface. On 
the specimen on which the midventral depression is the deepest, these 
oval areas form the lateral walls of the depression. Along the centre 
of each oval area and in line with b, a, or in ab is a deep seminal groove, 
parallel (or nearly so) to the midventral line. At the postsetal secon¬ 
dary furrow on xvii the seminal groove bends at a sharp angle towards 
the midventral line. This anterior portion of the groove is located 
on a slight but definite transyerse ridge which terminates at the mid¬ 
ventral line, in contact or almost in contact with the corresponding 
ridge of the other side, the ridges are protuberant above the surround¬ 
ing portion of the parietes anteriorly, mesially and posteriorly but not 
laterally. The minute, transversely slit-like male pore is located in 
the short anterior bend of the seminal groove, near to but not quite 
at the anterior end. 

On the aclitellate specimens seminal grooves are present but are 
slight, straight and in ab or b ; other portions of the male genital shield 
apparently undeveloped. A single specimen has, perhaps as a result 
of some unusual contraction or as an abnormality, a male shield with 
width much greater than the length. There is no trace whatever of 
a depression along the midventral line and the oval protuberant areas 
are almost in contact mesially. 

Internal anatomy. —Septa 6/7-10/11 are thickened and muscular 
especially 6/7-8/9. 

The hearts are arched closely around the calciferous glands. In 
xii vessels pass from the dorsal and ventral margins of the calciferous 
glands into the hearts. In xi to xvi there is a pair of longitudinal trunks 
on the ventral parietes parallel to the nerve cord, each of which gives 
off to the lateral parietes fairly large branches. An especially large 
branch from each of these trunks rises vertically in xii and after giving 
off one or two large branches to the ventral portion of the calciferous 
gland passes mesially underneath the gut to unite with the correspond¬ 
ing vessel from the opposite side. 

The seminal vesicles of x and xi are medium-sized, in contact above 
the dorsal blood vessel. The prostates are rather strap-shaped, ex¬ 
tending through xvi-xx or xxi, the lateral margins with 3-5 deep in¬ 
cisions. The prostatic duct is 2-2-| mm. long, soft, slender, without 
muscular sheen and bent into 2-3 tiny, U-shaped quirks ectally. 

The sperm atbecal duct is shorter than the ampulla, with a thick 
wall, a transversely slit-like lumen which is gradually narrowed passing 
ectally. The diverticulum is shorter than the combined lengths of duct 
and ampulla, rather sausage-shaped or pear-shaped in appearance. The 
seminal chamber is however rod-shaped but looped, the looping appro¬ 
ximating in part to a regular zigzag arrangement. A fairly thick layer 
of opaque tissue conceals from view, until after clearing, the looping 
and is responsible for the sausage-shaped or pear-shaped appearance. 
The diverticular lumen is wide and filled with spermatozoa to or almost 
to the point of entrance into the duct, so that a stalk portion is lacking. 
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Remarks. —Aclitellate specimens from Taungyi, described in a pre¬ 
vious paper (Gates 1932, p. 373) under the designation. “ Forma se- 
cunda ” are evidently to be referred to T montanus. 

Diagnosis. —Male genital shield extends across xvii and xviii, each 
seminal groove bent anteriorly at a sharp angle towards the midventral 
line, the posterior limb of the groove in a, h or ah and parallel to the 
midventral line, the male pore in the shorter anterior limb of a groove, 
near the midventral line. Setae lumbricine. Length 140-265 mm. 
Diameter 6-8 mm. 

Prostates strap-shaped, in xvi-xxi. Spermathecal duct shorter than 
the ampulla, diverticulum shorter than combined lengths of duct and 
ampulla, seminal chamber looped in a regularly zigzag fashion or in ap¬ 
proximation thereto but covered over by a thick layer of opaque tissue 
so that the diverticulum has a sausage-shaped to pear-shaped appear¬ 
ance. 


Tonoscolex oneili (Stephenson). 

1914. Megascolides oneilli, Stephenson, Bee . Ind. Mns., VIII, p. 377. (Type 
locality, Janakmukh in the Abor Country, East Himalayas. Type 
in the Indian Museum). Vide also Rec. Ind. Mus., XII, p. 314, 
“ Remarks ”, 

1923. Notoscolex oneili (part), Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in the F. B. /. Series , 
p. 212. (Excluding var. monorchis Stephenson 1916). 

Material examined .*—From the Indian Museum ; one elitellatc, dis¬ 
sected specimen labelled, “ Megascolides oneilli Steph, Janak¬ 
mukh (Abor Expdt.) Capt. J. S. O’Neil. Type. ZEV 5159/7.” 
(The type is broken apart behind the male genital shield.) 

From local collections : 

“ Jungle ”, Mayan, Myitkyina District, Sept. 1934, 1 clitellate 
specimen lacking the posterior end. K. John. 


Description of the Burmese specimen. 

External characteristics. —Length 168 mm. Diameter 5 mm. Unpig- 
mented. 

Just behind the clitellum the setal intervals are as follows, ab*Ccd 
<fbc=aa, but posteriorly bc<Caa. 

The first dorsal pore is on 10/11. 

The clitellum is dark redish, annular, extending from 12/13 to just 
behind the setae of xvi; dorsal pores and inter-segmental furrows lack¬ 
ing, setae present. 

The spermathecal pores are tiny apertures in line a. The margins 
of intersegmental furrows 6/7-7/8 in aa are tumescent and lobulated. 

There are paired female pores in aa. 

The male genital shield extends across xvii and the anterior por¬ 
tion of xviii, and has a straight posterior margin and a bluntly rounded 
(convex) anterior margin. The parietal thickening is probably more 
or less U-shaped as in other species of the genus but externally there 
appear to be three areas of especial thickening : an anterior, large, 
transversely oval area which has a rather translucent appearance and 
posterior and almost perpendicular to this area two smaller areas, 
whitish and opaque, each fairly sharply demarcated and longitudinally 
oval. On the anterior portion of the shield is a transverse depression 
and posteriorly, between the two longitudinally oval areas, the shield 
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is depressed midventrally. The seminal grooves are L-shaped, each 
groove with a long, longitudinal limb about in line c, nearly straight, 
passing anteriorly at the centre of one of the longitudinally oval areas. 
On xvii, just behind the transverse setal line, each groove bends, almost 
at right angles, and passes mesially, terminating slightly lateral to the 
midventral line. At the anterior and median end of each seminal groove 
is a conspicuous, wrinkled, soft, fluid-filled, thin-walled tumescence. 
The major portion of this tumescence is just anterior to the median 
end of the seminal groove but a posterior portion of the tumescence 
forms a sort of U-shaped ridge around the median end of the seminal 
groove with the limbs of the “ U ” directed laterally. The male pores 
are tiny slits in the angles of the seminal grooves. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 6/7-10/11 are thickly muscular. 

The testis sacs are thin-walled, unpaired, median, anterior out- 
pocketings of 8/9 and 9/10, the anterior sac reaching 7/8, the posterior 
sac not quite reaching to 8/9. The sacs rest on the ventral nerve cord 
and communicate with the coelomic cavities of ix or x by transverse 
apertures near the parietes. Both sacs are filled with testicular co- 
agulum which does not extend into ix or x. The testes are vertical 
ridges at the sides of the sac just internal to the aperture. The seminal 
vesicles are fairly large, filling segments x and xi, in contact transversely 
above the dorsal blood vessel. The anterior vesicles are about twice 
the size of the posterior vesicles and are anteroposteriorly enlongated 
while the posterior vesicles have the long axis vertical. 

The prostates extend through xvii-xx, the median margins thick 
and smooth, the lateral margins thin and incised. The prostatic duct 
emerges from the median margin of the gland and passes anteriorly, 
the ental portion thick, spindle-shaped and possibly muscular. In 
xvii the duct is slenderer, looped back and forth in a regularly zigzag 
fashion, the loops (6) short, all in the same plane, with the limbs of the 
loops in contact. The duct passes into the parietes just lateral to a 
transversely oval, thickened portion of the body wall which is protube¬ 
rant into the coelomic cavity. In a midventral depression on this pro¬ 
tuberance is the nerve cord. On the dorsal face of the protuberance and 
just lateral to the nerve cord, on each side, there is a deep pit. A 
needle passed into this pit penetrates into the interior of the ovoidal, 
anterior portion of the tumescence at the median end of the seminal 
groove. 



Text-fig. 1 . — Tonoscolex oneili (Stephenson). Spermatheca. 

The spermathecal duct is stoutish, much longer than the ampulla, 
looped, the limbs of the loops in contact. The ampulla is small and 
is bound down ectally around the narrowed entalmost portion of the 
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duct which, is not visible until after removal of the ampulla. The duct 
is slightly narrowed within the parietes. The wall is thick, the lumen 
reduced by the protrusion into it of longitudinal ridges. The diver¬ 
ticulum is shortly club-shaped or pear-shaped to almost finger-shaped 
and passes into the anterior face of the duct close to the parietes. A 
very short, ectal portion has a narrow lumen with smooth wall, the 
thickness of the wall being greater than the width of the lumen. A 
longer, ental portion has a wide lumen also with a smooth wall, the 
thickness of the wall being much less than the width of the lumen. 
This part of the diverticulum is elongately sausage-shaped but looped 
irregularly. There is no sperm mass within the diverticulum. External 
to the light, translucent layer referred to above as the wall of the 
diverticulum is a layer of much darker tissue which is thicker ectally 
than entally and hence disguises the stalked condition of the diver¬ 
ticulum . 

Parasites. —Nematodes are present in the coelomic cavities of ix 
and x and within the testis sacs of ix and x. There are also nematodes 
within spheroidal cysts in the ventral portions of the seminal vesicles. 

The type of T oneili. —The Burmese specimen at first appeared 
to belong to a new species but the similarities to T oneili were sufficient 
to require an examination of the type of the latter before erecting a 
new species. As a result of this examination it is possible to correct 
the mistakes in the account of T oneili and thereby render a new 
species unnecessary. 

The seminal grooves on the holotype of T oneili are L-shaped and 
as on the Burmese specimen. Other grooves described and figured 
by Stephenson are fortuitous and of no taxonomic significance. Ante¬ 
riorly the grooves terminate lateral to the midventral line and are not 
continuous mesially. As in the Burmese specimen the male pores are 
in the angles of the seminal grooves. The structures mistaken by 
Stephenson for male pores are in reality deep, transverse, slit-like 
invaginations, produced as the result of retraction into the parietes of 
the tumescences visible externally on the genital shield of the Burmese 
worm. The margins of the pits and of the median ends of the seminal 
grooves are slightly tumescent. 

The olive green colouration mentioned by Stephenson is no longer 
visible and quite possibly was the result of preservation with other 
material. The spermathecal pores, which are in line a, are about 1| 
mm. apart. 

The spermathecal duct and ampulla are sharply demarcated but 
the tissue binding the ectal portion of the ampulla around the narrowed 
ental portion, of the duct is here almost opaque and continued over 
the zigzagged loops of the duct to the parietes. One diverticulum 
which is marked off externally into an almost spheroidal portion and a 
very short stalk was cleared. The ental portion contains spermatozoa 
which appear to be separated into four discrete, ovoidal masses. 

Remarks. —Four small specimens of Tonoscolex from Mayan may 
be juveniles of T oneili but are too young to be identified. On these 
worms the male genital shield had not begun to develop. Setae a and 
b of xvii are lacking but in interval ab, on each side, is a tiny, diagonally 
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placed, greyish translucence which may represent the primordium of 
the male pore and seminal groove. 

The so-called testis sacs are not completely closed off, as in Pheretima 
and the apertures are large but the restriction of the testicular material 
to the interior of the sac may perhaps indicate that the aperture to the 
sac can be closed. Curiously, no trace of these sacs is visible in the 
type. 

Diagnosis. —Male genital shield extends across xvii and xviii; each 
seminal groove L-shaped, the longer longitudinal limb about in c, the 
shorter, anterior limb directed midventrally, the male pore at or near 
the angle of the groove. Just anterior to the median end of each se¬ 
minal groove, a deep transversely slit-like invagination which is ever- 
sible as a thin-walled, wrinkled tumescence or “ tag ” Setae lumbri- 
cine. Length 185 mm. Diameter 5-6 mm. 

Prostates strap-shaped, in xvii-xx. Spermathecal duct much longer 
than the ampulla and looped in a regularly zigzag fashion ; diverticulum 
much shorter than the duct, club-shaped, pear-shaped or finger-shaped. 

Tonoscolex parvus, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Rocky soil near ravine ”, Taungyi, Sept. 1935, 1 aclitellate 
and 16 clitellate or partially clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

External characteristics. —Length 65-130 mm. Diameter 3-4| mm. 
Unpigmented. 

All specimens are setigerous, including the aclitellate worm. The 
setae are fine and recognizable with difficulty when deeply retracted, 
lumbricine in arrangement, the ratios somewhat variable; on xx, ah 
slightly less than cd<oa=or<or>6c. 

The first dorsal pore is on 9/10 but there is a rather pore-like but 
non-functional marking on 8/9 od several specimens. 

The clitellum is protuberant, yellowish, extending from 12/13 or 
just behind 12/13 onto xvi, usually to include the setae of xvi. Inter- 
segmental furrows are lacking, dorsal pores usually occluded but the 
positions indicated by small pits, setae present. 

The spermathecal apertures are minute, median to a , rather closely 
paired, the distance between setal line a and the pore slightly less than 
the midventral distance between the two pores. 

The female pores are paired, each pore slightly anterior and median 
to a. 

The genital shield is wider anteriorly than posteriorly and extends 
across xvii and the posterior portion of xvi both of which are elongated 
ventrally. Od the anterior portion of the shield there is a pair of espe¬ 
cially protuberant areas with glossy surfaces. These areas are rather 
oval in outline but are not sharply demarcated peripherally and are 
diagonal in position with the posterior end always nearer to the mid- 
ventral line. On one worm the oval areas are not protuberant or glossy 
but are level, translucent and finely wrinkled. On some of the speci¬ 
mens, each of the oval areas may be situated on a less protuberant but 
still slightly elevated area that is approximately circular in outline though 
not definitely demarcated peripherally. The midventral region on 
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the anterior portion of the shield is usually slightly depressed and with 
short, transverse and longitudinal wrinkles. The width of the wrinkled 
region varies according to the angle of divergence of the oval areas 
and may be narrow or quite wide. A deep seminal groove at the centre 
of each oval area, with the anterior end in the lateral portion of be 
or in cd, passes posteriorly to terminate at or close to line a, and a short 
distance in front or 17/18, the groove more or less crescentic in shape 
and with the concave side facing anteromesially. Only the anterior 
portion of each groove is on an oval area, the posterior portion of each 
groove is on a rather definite, transverse ridge. Just behind the ridge 
is a deep, transverse groove that extends laterally on each side to b 
or slightly into be. A transverse groove may be present just in front 
of the ridge but extends, on each side, only to a. The male pore is 
minute and within the seminal groove at or close to the posterior end. 
The male pores have been definitely identified only on a few specimens, 
included among which is the aclitellate individual, but the prostatic 
duct in other worms can be traced through the parietes to the region 
of the hind end of the groove. 

Internal anatomy .—The prostates extend through xvi-xx or xxi 
and may be rather strap-shaped in appearance, with incisions of the 
lateral margin marking off several lobes, or shorter and much less strap¬ 
shaped in appearance—in one mass or in two, definitely separated lobes. 
The prostatic duct always bifurcates entally, the two branches being 
short, especially when the gland is in one mass. The prostatic duct is 
short, slender, without muscular sheen, softish, bent into one or two 
tiny, U-shaped quirks just prior to its entrance into the parietes. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla, abruptly nar¬ 
rowed within the parietes, the lumen rather wide entally but abruptly 
narrowed ectal to the diverticular junction. The diverticulum is small, 
shorter than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla ; sausage-shaped, 
shortly pear-shaped or almost spheroidal, or club-shaped. The lumen 
is wide, even in the narrower ectal portion, the spermatozoal mass ex¬ 
tending almost into the duct. There is therefore no differentiation 
into stalk and seminal chamber as in Pheretima though the narrower, 
ectal portion may have something of a stalk-like appearance externally. 

Remarks .—Aclitellate specimens from Taungyi, described in a pre¬ 
vious paper (Gates 1932, p. 373) under the designation “ Forma tertia ” 
are evidently to be referred to T parvus. The species is distinguished 
from T conversus (Gates) 1930, by the smaller size and the anterior 
divergence of the seminal grooves. 

Diagnosis .—Male genital shield extends across xvi and xvii, each 
seminal groove rather crescentic and with the concave side facing an- 
teromesially, the anterior ends more widely separated midventrally 
than the posterior ends, male pores within the grooves, at or near the 
posterior ends. Setae lumbricine. Length 65-130 mm. Diameter 
3-4| mm. 

Prostates strap-shaped or in two separated lobes, in xvi-xx. Sper¬ 
mathecal duct shorter than the ampulla, diverticulum shorter than 
combined lengths of duct and ampulla, sausage-shaped, shortly pear- 
shaped, club shaped or almost spheroidal. 
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Genus Megascolex Templeton. 

1844. Megascolex, Templeton, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1844, p. 89. (Geno¬ 
type, Megascolex caeruleus Templeton 1844). 


Megascolex mauritii (Kinberg). 

1867. Lampito mauritii, Kinberg, 6fv. Ale. Fork., XXIII, p. 103. (Type 
locality, Mauritius. Types in the Stockholm Museum). 

1888. Megascolex armatus, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Oenova, XXVI, p. 159. 

1895. Megascolex armatus, Beddard, Monog., p. 384. 

1900. Megascolex mauritii, Michaelsen, Das Tierreich, X, p. 227. 

1916. Lampito mauritii, Stephenson, Bee. Ind. Mus., XII, p. 315. 

1923. Megascolex mauritii, Stephenson, Oligochaeto, in F. B. I. Series, p. 259. 

1926. Megascolex mauritii, Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9), XVII, p. 440. 

1926. Megascolex mauritii. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXVIII, p. 151. 

1930. Megascolex mauritii, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 301. 

1931. Megascolex mauritii, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXIII, p. 361. 

1932. Megascolex mauritii. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 374. 

1933. Megascolex mauritii, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 491. 

Material examined. —From the Genoa Museum: two undissected 
specimens, one probably aclitellate, the other probably clitellate, 
labelled, “ Megascolex armatus (Beddard) Rosa, Ann. Mus. Civ. 
Genova, XXVI,' 1888, p. 157. Mandalay. Nov. 1885. Viaggio 
di L. Fea. Cat. No. 2.” 

From local collections : 

Bhamo and vicinity. Sept. 1934, 1 aclitellate and 11 clitellate 
specimens. K. John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 5 aclitellate and 1 clitellate 
specimens. K. John. 

External characteristics .—Setal circles are present on all the clitellar 
segments. There is always a wide, mid ventral gap in each setal circle. 
On the preclitellar segments there is almost always a fairly wide, mid¬ 
dorsal gap. On the postclitellar segments the mid-dorsal gap is definite, 
usually fairly wide though slightly variable in width from segment to 
segment. An occasional specimen has only very slight, mid-dorsal 
gaps on the preclitellar segments and almost no mid-dorsal gaps on the 
postclitellar segments. These specimens may have slightly larger setal 
numbers than the other worms. Seta b on xvii and xix is either just 
mediaD to the male pore line or (often) actually on the male pore line. 
The setal formulae of ten specimens from the recent and earlier collec¬ 
tions are shown below. The number of setae on xx was determined 
on six additional specimens : 32, 35, 33, 34, 30, 36. 
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13 

14 
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4 

33 

51 

60 

38 


—not counted because of gaps. 

The first dorsal pore is on 11/12 (7), or 12/13 (13). 
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The external apertures of the male genitalia are represented by 
tiny, transverse slits, each slit at or near the centre of a fairly large 
porophore. Through these slits the penial setae project. The poro- 
phores are slightly protuberant and are crossed by the secondary furrows 
marking off the three secondary annuli of the segment. 

Internal anatomy .—The prostatic duct is straight, 2-3 mm. long, 
with muscular sheen. 

The spermathecal ampulla is two to four times as long as the duct 
and is narrowed ectally. The duct is bulbous, with muscular sheen, 
abruptly narrowed prior to its entrance into the parietes. Into this 
narrowed portion but within the coelomic cavity pass the paired diver¬ 
ticula, one to the median and one to the lateral side of each duct. Each 
diverticulum comprises a shortly ovoidal to sausage-shaped seminal 
chamber and a very short, slender stalk, the length of the diverticulum 
less than that of the duct. The lumen in the bulbous portion of the 
duct is transversely slit-like. When the spermathecal duct is dissected 
out from the parietes the circular to transversely oval, translucent poro¬ 
phore on which the spermathecal pore is located is retained on the ectal 
end of the duct, leaving an aperture in the epidermis with a smooth 
margin. 

One worm has one spermatheca partly doubled. There are two 
distinct ampullae, each with the characteristic, narrowed, ectal portion. 
The duct is single but in the bulbous portion with two cavities, each 
slit-like but diagonally placed. There are three diverticula, one passing 
to the median face of the duct in addition to the usual pair. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. 
Male pores tiny, transverse slits on large, nearly circular, slightly pro¬ 
tuberant porophores that dislocate 17/18 and 18/19 slightly. Paired 
female pores. Setal rings interrupted midventrally, setal circles present 
on all clitellar segments, in the anterior part of the body setae a-d orna¬ 
mented : vii/10-15, viii/12-16, xvii/4, xviii/0, xix/4, 26-39-iii, 40-51/viii, 
38-50/xii, 30-42/xx. Clitellum annular, on xiv-xvii, often extending 
across the posteriormost annulus of xiii. First dorsal pore on (10/11) 
11/12-12/13. Length 95-155 mm. Diameter 3-4 mm. Segments, 160- 
190. 

Gizzard in v. Excretory organs ; open, enteronephric meganephridia 
and closed, exonephric micronephridia. Seminal vesicles in ix and xii. 
Spermathecal duct with transversely slit-like lumen, bulbous entally, 
abruptly narrowed prior to entrance into the parietes ; diverticula paired, 
into the lateral and median faces of the narrowed, coelomic portion 
of the duct, each diverticulum shorter than the duct and with a very 
short, slender stalk and ovoidal to ellipsoidal seminal chamber. Penial 
setae with horseshoe-shaped to scoop-shaped tip, ornamented by numer¬ 
ous rings of large, closely crowded spines or triangular teeth. 

Genus Pheretima Kinberg. 

1867. Pheretima, Kinberg, Ofv. Ah. Fork., XXIII, p. 102. (Genotype, Phcre- 
tima montana Kinberg 1867). 

Diagnosis. —Setae, perichaetine. Excretory organs, exonephric and 
enteronephric micronephridia. One gizzard, in viii or in the space 
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between 7/8 and 9/10 or 10/11. Prostates, racemose. Testes and male 
funnels in testis sacs. 

A few words of explanation are necessary with, regard to the diag¬ 
noses. A very large proportion of the species of Pheretima are charac¬ 
terized as follows :—setae begin on ii on which segment there is a com¬ 
plete setal circle ; clitellum annular and extending from 13/14 to 16/17, 
with development of clitellar glandularity the setae of the clitellar seg¬ 
ments drop out, the intersegmental furrows between xiv and xv and 
xv and xvi disappear and the dorsal pores on 14/15 and 15/16 are oc¬ 
cluded ; ventral reproductive apertures; septa 8/9-9/10 lacking or quite 
rudimentary, septa 5/6-7/8 present and also from 10/11 posteriorly; 
intestine begins in xv or .xvi close to 15/16 ; last pair of hearts in xiii; 
seminal vesicles two pairs in xi and xii; testis sacs in x and xi. Since 
these characteristics are so very common throughout the genus, it 
scarcely seems to be necessary to repeat them in a specific diagnosis. 
Deviation from any of these characteristics, if specific and not merely 
individual, is important and is included in the diagnoses. The pros- 
tomium, colour, secondary annulation, female pores, prostates, prostatic 
ducts, ovaries and spermathecal ampullae as well as certain other struc¬ 
tures are not of importance in the present connection, either as a result 
of wide intra-specific variation (colour), or because of a lack of inter¬ 
specific variation. To further shorten the diagnoses and thereby make 
them more readily useful, negative statements have been largely omitted, 
except when necessary in connection with list above. Thus, if a species 
is characterized by the presence of genital markings, the markings are 
briefly described, while mention of genital markings is omitted from 
the diagnosis of any species that lacks these structures. Similarly, 
if the anterior seminal vesicles are included within the posterior testis 
sacs, mention is made of this fact; no mention of seminal vesicles being 
necessary if the anterior vesicles are not included within the posterior 
testis sac. Finally the diagnoses are Burmese, i.e., based on studies 
of worms of Burma. No attempt has been made to bring these diag¬ 
noses into harmony with antiquated, inaccurate, or incomplete descrip¬ 
tions of the same worms (often, with ?) from other places. 

The setal counts in the specific descriptions are selective, as must 
necessarily be the case. Thus, so far as has been possible, setal counts 
have been made only when the setal ring of the segment concerned is 
uninterrupted. Interruptions in the setal circles are frequent, either 
as the result of external damage, parasitic activity, or (perhaps) senility. 
It mus* - be obvious that no useful information, so far as specific charac¬ 
terization is concerned, can be obtained by a setal count on a segment 
from which as many as a half or even more of the setae have dropped 
out. 


Pheretima aculeata, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From the Indian Museum : one partially (?) 
clitellate and 2 aclitellate specimens labelled, “ Port Blair. Sta. 
B. 10 ”. 

External characteristics .—Length of the partially clitellate specimen 
128 mm. Diameter 4 mm. Anterior to the clitellum the dorsum has 
a reddish pigmentation. 
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The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle. 
There are no definite gaps in the circles, the setae protuberant and rea¬ 
dily visible. Formulae : vi/11, vii/10, viii/12, xvii/15, xviii/4, xix/16, 
30/iii, 36/viii, 58/xii, 8/xiv, 10/xv, 15/xvi, 61/xx ; vi/11, vii/12, viii/13, 
xvii/15, xviii/4, xix/14 ; vi/10, vii/9, viii/9, xvii/11, xviii/3, xix/13. 

There is a functional dorsal pore on 13/14 (2) and a pore-like mark¬ 
ing on 12/13 which may represent a functional dorsal pore. 

The clitellum extends from 13/14 to 16/17 and is annular on xiv 
the clitellar glandularity lacking ventrally from 14/15 to 16/17 ; dorsal 
pores lacking, intersegmental furrows and setae present ventrally. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on 
5/6-8/9, each pore on a tiny, circular, slightly convex, glistening area. 

There is, apparently, a single female pore on xiv, in a midventral 
gap in the transverse setal line. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at the centre 
of a small, circular area that is surrounded by a slight furrow. 

There is a single pair of genital markings. Each marking is a rather 
small but protuberant, slenderly conical, smooth-surfaced body from 
the rounded, ventral face of which a seta protrudes. At the base of 
each marking is a slight, circumferential furrow the appearance of which 
seems to indicate that the genital marking is retractile into the parietes. 
Each marking is slightly median to a male porophore and in the trans¬ 
verse setal line. On two of the specimens there is on each side, between 
the genital marking and the male porophore, a single seta. On one 
specimen this seta is lacking on one side. The rather wide, midventral 
space between the two genital markings lacks setae. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 8/9-9/10 are lacking; 12/13-13/14 are 
muscular and quite definitely thicker than 6/7-7/8 ; 10/11 very delicate. 

On the oesophagus just behind tbe gizzard there is a very low, glan¬ 
dular collar. The intestine begins in xv (2). The intestinal caeca are 
simple, the margins smooth or with slight, septal constrictions. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side (2). The last pair of hearts 
is in xiii (2). All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. Each seminal vesicle is 
provided with a long, finger-like, primary ampulla which is attached 
to a middle point of the median face of the ventral lamina. The pros¬ 
tates extend through xvii-xx. The prostatic duct is 2 mm. long, spindle- 
shaped, erect, with muscular sheen. 

The spermathecae are small. The duct is bulbous, the coelomic 
portion shorter than the ampulla from which it is clearly demarcated. 
The diverticulum is elongate and passes into the duct within the parietes. 
An ectal portion of the diverticulum which may be longer than the 
combined lengths of duct and ampulla has a muscular sheen, a thick 
wall and narrow lumen. In the ental portion of the stalk the lumen 
is widened but with high, circular ridges projecting into it. The seminal 
chamber comprises a short, looped, ectal portion with thin wall and 
wide lumen that is constricted off from a terminal, thin-walled, ovoida] 



392 


Records of the Indian Museum . [ Yol. XXX VI IT, 


to sausage-shaped portion. Each seminal chamber of the clitellate 
specimen is characterized by a spermatozoal iridescence which extends 
down into the looped portion of the diverticulum. When the sper- 
mathecal duct is dissected out from the parietes the spermathecal-pore 
papilla is removed at the end of the duct, leaving an aperture in the 
body walJ with a smooth margin. 

Slightly median to the ectal end of the prostatic duct there is a 
slender, rather columnar protuberance into the coelom. On or through 
the dorsal face of this column there are visible three dark circles, the 
bases of three setae. These setae are straight, 0-58-0-6 mm. long, and 
ca 0-085 mm. thick at the widest portion, the ental end or base. The 
tips are ornamented with numerous, short, transversely placed rows 
of fine spines or teeth. The tip of one of the setae from one follicle is 
slightly hollowed on one side. 

Into the parietes immediately in front of the columnar setal follicle 
there passes the duct of the genital marking gland. The gland itself 
is in xvii where it is covered over with a friable layer of material that 
can easily be scraped off. Within the parietes the duct of the gland 
passes around to the median face of the setal follicle and after giving 
ofE a short, posteriorly directed diverticulum passes abruptly, deep 
down into the body wall. The gland is ovoidal in shape and the lumen 
is central and quite small. 

Parasites .—On the dorsal wall of the gut in the first few intestinal 
segments there are nearly fifty, fairly large systs, probably protozoan. 

Remarks. — P. aculeata resembles three other Andaman Island species 
in the possession of a stalked gland median to the prostate as well as 
modified setae that may be regarded as penial setae. Erom these other 
species, andamanensis, harrietensis and osmatoni, aculeata is distinguished 
by the number of spermathecae. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal: spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a small, circular, disc-shaped porophore. Genital mark¬ 
ings one pair of small, slenderly conical protuberances, each marking 
in the transverse setal line and slightly median to the male porophore. 
Setae : vi/10-11, vii/9-12, viii/9-13, xvii/11-15, xviii/3-4, xix/13-16, 30/iii a 
36/viii, 58/xii, 61/xx. Length 128 mm. Diameter 4 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum with stalk longer than combined lengths of duct 
and ampulla, lumen widened entally and wall with high, circular ridges, 
seminal chamber comprising a short, looped portion and a terminal, 
ovoidal to ellipsoidal portion. Genital marking glands stalked and 
coelomic, in xvii. A follicle with penial setae passes into each genital 
marking. 


Pheretima analecta Gates. 

1932. Pheretima analecta , Gates, Sec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 501. (Type 
locality, Ko Haw Der, Karen Hills, Toungoo District). 

Material examined .—Paratypes from the Karen Hills, Toungoo Dje- 
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The setal formulae of eight specimens selected at random from an 
extensive series of paratypes are given below :— 
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The ratio of the width of the genital marking to the length is 7 : 2. 

The internal organs of a number of specimens were examined, but 
there is little to add to the previous account. The spermathecal diver¬ 
ticula of all specimens (8) examined are characterized by a spermatozoal 
iridescence but this iridescence does not extend ectally as far as in 
promota, so that the stalk appears, here, to be longer. An ental portion 
of the stalk is looped two or three times. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial* 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on a disc-shaped porophore. One genital marking, transversely ellip¬ 
tical, on 19/20. Setae lacking dorsally on ii: vi/21-27, vii/20-27, 
viii/23-29, xvii/20-24, xviii/13-18, 5-12/ii, 39-63/iii, 69-80/viii, 74-82/xii, 
69-81 /xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 50-124 mm. Diameter 
3-5 mm. Segments 92-102. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper- 
matheca with short diverticular stalk, looped entally, seminal chamber 
elongate, slightly widened passing entally, looped in a more or less 
regularly zigzagged fashion. Genital marking gland sessile, protuberant 
into the coelom ic cavity. 


Pheretima andamanensis Michaelsen. 

1907. Pheretima andamanensis , Michaelsen, Mitt. Mus. Hamburg , XXIV, 
p. 164. (Type locality, N. Cinque Island, Andamans. Type in the 
Indian Museum, two paratypes in the Hamburg Museum). 

1909. Pheretima andamanensis , Michaelsen. Mem. Ind. Mus., I, p. 194. 

1923. Pheretima andamanensis , Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F. B. I . Series, 
p. 292. 

1932. Pheretima andamanensis , Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 414. (Re¬ 
examination of the type). 

Material examined. —From the Hamburg Museum : two paratypes, 
one dissected and one undissected, labelled, “ Pheretima andama - 
nensis Michlsn. V 7169 

External characteristics. —Setae : viii/11, xviii/10-12. 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13. 

The clitellar glandularity is only slightly developed, setae visible 
on all three clitellar segments, at least ventrally. 

The spermathecal pores are superficial {}.), transverse, small, on the 
inter segmental furrows. 


c 
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The male pores are invaginate, each pore within a copulatory chamber 
with a slit-like aperture. 

The two genital markings are on xviii, one just median to each 
copulatory chamber aperture. The genital marking is thickly disc¬ 
shaped, almost shortly columnar, retracted into a slight parietal in¬ 
vagination. On each marking two pits or apertures are visible. The 
median pore appears to be the external opening of a stalked gland. 
Lateral to this aperture is a pit within which a seta is visible, the tip 
of the seta apparently broken off. On the undissected paratype the 
genital markings are not so well developed. 

Internal anatomy. —The prostatic duct is slightly thicker than the 
stalk of the genital marking gland but is slender and passes into the 
lateral wall of an invagination which protrudes into the coelom ic cavity 
and hence is to be termed a copulatory chamber. On the lateral wall 
of the chamber is a rather elongately flattened body one face of which 
is concave and which probably bears the male pore. 

The genital marking gland has a long stalk and the gland itself is 
bound by connective tissue onto the prostate but anteriorly so that 
gland and prostate at first appear to be a single, elongate structure 
extending through several segments. On the lateral face of the stalk 
of the gland is a peni-setal follicle. 

The spermathecal diverticulum passes into the median face of the 
duct close to the parietes but the junction of duct and diverticulam is 
covered over by glandular masses, one of which protrudes through the 
septum into the segment next anteriorly. 

Remarks. —The external aperture of the genital marking gland was 
mistaken by Michaelsen for the male pore while the real male pore and 
the copulatory chamber were overlooked. 

The modified setae, possibly to be regarded as penial setae, are, 
in this species, associated with a genital marking rather than the copu¬ 
latory chamber. 

P. andamanensis is known only from the types, none of which are 
fully clitellate. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithacal, spermathecal pores small, transversely 
placed, (superficial?), two pairs, on 7/8-8/9. Male pores invaginate, 
each pore on the lateral wall of a copulatory chamber with a slit-like 
aperture. Genital markings one pair, each marking just median to the 
copulatory chamber aperture, thickly disc-shaped, retracted into a 
slight, parietal invagination, on the ventral face of each marking a 
median pore—the aperture of the gland, and laterally a penial seta, 
the latter ornamented and with a bifid tip. Setae: viii/11-12, 
xviii/10-15, 52/xii, 58/xix. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 108-120 
mm. Diameter 6-6£ mm . 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. An 
annular gland around the spermathecal duct ectally; diverticular stalk 
slender, much longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla, irre¬ 
gularly looped, seminal chamber small, ovoidal. Genital marking gland 
elongately stalked and bound to the anterior face of the prostate. 
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Pheretima andersoni Michaelsen. 

1907. Pheretima andersoni , Michaelsen, Mitt. Mus. Hamburg , XXIV, p. 167. 

(Type locality, Amherst. Type in the Indian Museum. One para- 
type in the Hamburg Museum). 

1909. Pheretima andersoni , Michaelsen, Mem . Ind . Mus., I, p. 198. 

1923. Pheretima andersoni, Stephenson, Oligochaeta , in F . -B. /. Series, p. 293. 

1930. Pheretima andersoni , Gates, ifec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 305. 

1931. Pheretima andersoni , Gates, J?ec. ind. ilftis., XXXIII, p. 371. 

1932. Pheretima andersoni. Gates, Pec. Ind . iLTws., XXXIV, p. 504. 

Material examined. —From the Hamburg Museum : one clitellate 
and dissected paratype labelled, “ Pheretima andersoni Michlsn. 
Birina, Amherst. W. Anderson. V 7167 ”. 

From local collections: 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 18 aclitellate specimens. K. John. 

External characteristics. —The setal formulae of five specimens are 
shown below:— 


VI 
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XVII 
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XIX 
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26 

28 

28 

21 

27 

83 

114 

111 

103 


The first three specimens are aclitellate, the first 150 X 8 mm., the third 260 X 
10 mm., the second intermediate in size between the first and third. The last two spe¬ 
cimens are from earlier collections and are clitellate but atypical, each specimen with 
two genital markings, on 20/21-21/22, and with transversely oval areas of epidermal 
thinness on vii and viii. The setae are deeply retracted on these oval areas but are 
recognizable with high powers of the binocular. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 aclitellate specimens and five clitel¬ 
late specimens of the atypical forms. The internal organs of the para¬ 
type had been partly removed.) 

The intestinal caeca are simple, the margins smooth except for the 
septal constrictions. The glandular collar on the gut just behind the 
gizzard is well developed, some of the lobes 6 mm. high. 



Text fig. 2. —Pheretima andersoni Michaelsen. a-d., ental ends of four spermathecal 

diverticula. Xca. 75. 


In the aclitellate worms the seminal vesicles are well developed and 
the testis sacs are distended by testicular coagulum. The seminal 

o 2 
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vesicles of xi are attached to the roof of the posterior testis sac with 
a conical protuberance from the ventral face of each vesicle fitting into 
a concavity in the roof of the testis sac like a ball and socket joint. In 
these specimens it is difficult to dissect out the seminal vesicles without 
opening the posterior testis sac. In the clitellate specimens the ball 
and socket joint is only slightly indicated or not present and the vesicles 
can be removed easily without opening the testis sac. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla from which it 
is not sharply marked off, the ampulla narrowing gradually towards 
the duct. The lumen of the duct is wide, narrowing gradually passing 
ectally. The diverticulum is longer than the combined lengths of duct 
and ampulla and comprises a stalk and a longer, very slenderly club- 
shaped seminal chamber, the latter widest entally but even here not 
much wider than the stalk. On the ental end of the diverticulum 
(atypical, clitellate forms) there may be a solid body. This may be 
shortly ovoidal, and shortly stalked or otherwise shaped {vide figures). 
A very few of the 40 spermathecae examined lack this peculiar struc¬ 
ture. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a small, transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. 
Genital markings transversely placed, unpaired, intersegmental, 23-35 
intersetal intervals wide, in a longitudinal row of 5-8 on 18/19-26/27 
Setae : vi/25-46, vii/26-43, viii/28-50, xviii/25-46, xviii/19-34, xix/27-42, 
70-80/iii, 112-119/viii, 109-116/xii, 100-113/xx. First dorsal pore on 
12/13. Length 250-260 mm. Diameter 6-11 mm. Segments 120-124. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and am¬ 
pulla, stalk short, seminal chamber slenderly club-shaped. Genital 
marking glands sessile, slightly protuberant into the coelomic cavities. 

Remarks .—Local collectors have not been able to secure clitellate 
specimens of the typical forms but have secured clitellate specimens 
that are slightly aberrant. Atypical forms have only one, two or three 
genital markings and, in addition, transversely oval areas of epidermal 
thinness on some of segments vi-ix. Setae may be deeply retracted 
or lacking on these preclitellar areas. 


Pheretima anomala Michaelsen. 

1907. Pheretima anomala , Michaelsen, Mitt . Mvs. Hamburg, XXIV, p. 167, 
(Type locality, Botanical Gardens. Sibpnr, Calcutta. Type in the 
Indian Museum. Paratypcs in the Hamburg Museum). 

1909. Pheretima anomala , Michaelsen, Mem. Ind. Mvs., I, p. 189. 

1923. Pheretima anomala , Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F . B. 7. Series , p. 294. 
1925. Pheretima anomala , Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9), XV, p. 538. 

1925. Pheretima species, Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9), XV, p. 543. 

1925. Pheretima insolita , Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9), XVI, p. 568. (Type 

locality, Rangoon). 

1926. Pheretima anomala , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mvs., XXVIII, p. 151. 

1926. Pheretima insolita , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mas.. XXVIII, p. 161. 

1929. Pheretima anomala , Stephenson, Bee . Ind. Mvs., XXXI, p. 234. 

1930. Pheretima anomala , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mvs., XXXII, p. 307. 

1930. Pheretima insolita , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mvs., XXXII, p. 312. 

1931. Pheretima anomala , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mvs., XXXIII, p. 372, 
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1932. Pheretima anomala , Gates, Bee . Ind . jV/us., XXXIV, p. 387. 

1933. Pheretima anomala , Gates, i?€C. Ind . XXXV, p. 496. 

Material examined. —From the Hamburg Museum : one clitellate 
and dissected and two clitellate, undissected paratypes labelled, 
“ Pheretima anomala Michlsn. Sibpur bei Calcutta. V 7185 ’\ 
From local collections : 

Bhamo and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 11 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 3 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

“ Rotting leaves under banyan tree ”, Mong Ko, Mang Lun 
State, Oct. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. H. Young. 

44 Under mango tree ”, Tan Yang, Mong Yai State, Sept. 1935, 
1 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

44 Under trees ”, Taungyi, Sept. 1935, 29 clitellate specimens. 
H. Young. 

44 Open ground ”, Pa Mung Village, Tan Yang, Sept. 1935, 7 
clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. K. John. (All 
local specimens are normal). 

External characteristics ,—The setae may be slightly zigzagged van- 
trally on some of the precl'tellar segments. The setal formulae are 
shown below:— 
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The spermathecal pores are minute and invaginate, each pore at 
the centre of a vertically placed, oval, disc-shaped marking on the ante¬ 
rior wall of a parietal invagination. The marking is slightly raised, 
the outline often not regular, the pore readily recognizable though 
minute, open, surrounded by a definite, annular lip. The invagination 
is slightly bent in a posterior direction within the body wall so that 
the spermathecal duct appears to pass into the dorsal face of the in¬ 
vagination. 

The male pores are minute and invaginate, each pore at the centre 
of a transversely oval, almost circular tubercle on the roof of a slight 
parietal invagination with a transversely slit-like aperture. The tubercle 
is indistinctly delimited peripherally but a fine, greyish line marks off 
a narrow rim from the central portion. The central portion maybe 
slightly convex in a regularly rounded fashion. When the invagination 
is everted the male pore tubercle is at the ventral end of a shortly colum¬ 
nar porophorc. 

The genital markings are internal, each marking on the roof of a 
slight, pariotal invagination with a transversely slit-like aperture. The 
genital markings are circular or almost circular, indistinctly delimited 
peripherally but with a fine, grey line marking off a narrow rim from 
the central portion. The latter may be level or slightly convex in a 
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regularly rounded faaliion. At tlie centre of each, marking is a minute 
but obvious pore. The invagination may be everted as a shortly colum¬ 
nar porophore with the genital marking on the ventral face. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens.) The intestinal caeca 
are simple, the margins deeply constricted by the septa through which 
the caeca pass. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral in each of the specimens. 
The anterior margin of the testis sac of x is very deeply depressed, so 
much so, in some of the specimens, that the worm appears to have 
a pair of completely separated sacs. In each of these worms a slender 
cord of testicular coagulum connects the two, large masses of coagulum 
in the lateral portions of the sac. 

The spermathecal duct is elongate and slender, the transition from 
duct to ampulla gradual and rather indefinite. The lumen of the duct 
is transversely slit-like or rather irregular, with slight longitudinal ridges 
but ectal to the diverticular junction the lumen is narrow and with 
smooth wall. The diverticulum comprises a short, straight, stalk, a 
middle portion that is irregularly looped or twisted and a slenderly 
club-shaped seminal chamber. The middle portion of the diverticulum 
is distinguished from the stalk only by the looping and the gradual 
widening of the lumen entally. The seminal chamber may have slight 
traces of looping and is distinguished from the ental part of the middle 
portion only by the presence of spermatozoa. The entalmost portion 
of the seminal chamber is ovoidal and often constricted on one side, 
but the spermatozoa extend for some distance ectal to the constric¬ 
tion. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and invaginate, 
each pore at the centre of a vertically placed, oval marking on the ante¬ 
rior wall of an invagination with a transversely slit-like aperture ; three 
pairs, on 5/6-7/8. Male pores minute and invaginate, each pore at 
the centre of a transversely oval tubercle on the roof of a slight parietal 
invagination in the setal circle of xx. Genital markings internal, each 
marking on the roof of a slight parietal invagination with a transversely 
slit-like aperture ; three pairs, in the setal circles of xvii-xix. Setae 
present ventrally on xvi: vi/17-22, vii/17-23, xix/16-18, xx/15-21, 
60-68/iii, 90-96/viii, 78-95/xii, 81-90/xiii, 6-26/xvi, 61-70/xx. First dorsal 
pore on 12/13. Length 80-180 mm. Diameter 4-5£ mm. Segments 
119-130. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum with short stalk, looped middle portion in which 
the lumen is gradually widened and a slenderly club-shaped seminal 
chamber. Genital marking glands mushroom-shaped, the duct muscular, 
shortly spindle-shaped and coelomic. 

Remarks .—In this species abnormal individuals are found more 
frequently than the normal. Aberrant forms may be athecal and with 
genital markings on xvii-xix and xxi-xxv, thecal but without male 
pores or genital markings, or intermediate between the form defined 
above and either of the two aberrant extremes. The types are all 
athecal. 
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Pheretima arboricola, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“Under bark of trees”, Karen Hills, Toungoo District, Sept, 
1935, one clitellate specimen, possibly lacking a portion of 
the tail. G. E. Blackwell. 

External characteristics. —Length. 49 mm (+?). Diameter 3 mm. 
Number of segments, 66 (+?). Pigmentation, reddish on the dorsum 
but fading out gradually on the posterior portion. 

The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle, 
and are fine, retracted into the parietes so that accurate counting is 
difficult. Setal formula,—vi/21, vii/23, viii/22, xvii/19, xviii/0, xix/20, 
51/viii, 46/xii, 44/xx. 

The first functional dorsal pore is on 11/12 but there is a pore-like 
marking on 10/11. 

The clitellum is annular, extending from 13/14 to 16/17; inter- 
segmental furrows, dorsal pores and setae lacking. 

Posterior to the clitellum the body wall is thickened mid-ventrally 
to form an approximation to the creeping sole which characterizes the 
group of species referred by Michaelsen to the subgenus Planapheretima. 
In P. arboricola this parietal thickening is not definitely demarcated 
but becomes gradually thinner passing laterally on each side. The 
sole is whitened, the setae smaller thereon than elsewhere and more 
closely erowded. The intersegmental furrows are deepened as they 
cross the sole. The sole is not, or only slightly, developed on the precli- 
tellar segments and is wider on xvii than xix and on xix than xx, de¬ 
creasing gradually in width passing posteriorly. 

The sperm athecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on 
5/6-8/9. 

There is a single female pore. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at the centre 
of a disc-shaped porophore, the latter approximating to circular in out¬ 
line except mesially where the margin is almost straight. 

The single genital marking is on xviii, transverse, extending laterally 
on each side almost to the male porophore, posteriorly to the level of 
18/19 though the latter is not recognizable ventrally or laterally, and 
anteriorly to a level about in line with the anterior margins of the male 
porophores. The marking is demarcated peripherally by a fine grey 
line which appears to be a region of epidermal thinness and not a furrow. 

Internal anatomy .—None of the septa are especially thickened ; 
8/9 represented by a ventral rudiment only ; 9/10 lacking. 

The intestine begins in xv. The intestinal caeca are compound, 
glove-shaped, the dorsalmost secondary caecum the shortest, the ven- 
tralmost secondary caecum the longest. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side. The last pair of hearts 
is in xiii. 

The testis sacs of x and xi are ventral and apparently unpaired. 
The anterior seminal vesicles push 10/11 forward so that the vesicles 
appear to lie in part alongside the gizzard. The posterior vesicles push 
12/13 back into contact with 13/14. The vesicles of a segment are in 
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contact mesially above tbe dorsal blood vessel. The prostates extend 
through xvii-xxi. The prostatic duct is short and slender. 

The spermathecal duct is slightly shorter than the ampulla from 
which it is not clearly demarcated, abruptly narrowed within the parietes. 
The diverticulum passes into the anterior face of the duct at the parietes 
and is elongately tubular and with no spermatozoal iridescence. Except 
for a very short, ectal portion the diverticulum is shortly looped, in 
part approximating to a regularly zigzagged arrangement. The lumen 
is small, the wall thick. Entally short passages open out from the 
central lumen into tiny peripheral chambers. In the entalmost portion 
of the diverticulum the lumen is arborescent, the ends of the branches 
terminating in small chambers. 

The genital marking gland is sessile on the parietes and is large, 
extending through xvii-xx. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, in 5/6-B/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a disc-like porophore. One transversely placed genital 
marking posteriorly on xviii. A midventral region of the postclitellar 
portion of the body is thickened and with finer and more closely spaced 
setae. Setae: vi/21, vii/23, viii/22, xvii/19, xviii/0, xix/20, 51/viii, 
46/xii, 44/xx. First dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 49 mm. Diameter 
3 mm. 

Intestinal caeca compound, glove-shaped, ventralmost secondary 
caecum the longest. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal 
diverticulum elongately tubular, looped, with thick wall and narrow 
lumen. Entally the lumen opens out into numerous, small, peripheral 
chambers. Genital marking gland sessile on the parietes. 

Remarks. — P. arboricola is distinguished from the Borneo species 
referred to Planapheretima by the smaller clitellum and the presence 
of well developed intestinal caeca. 

The ventral sole with the associated crowding and modification of 
the setae now appears to be a development that has arisen indepen¬ 
dently in different parts of the Pheretima domain. 

Pheretima austrina Gates. 

1930. Pheretima exigua (part), Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 310. (In¬ 

cluding specimens from Nyaungbinkwin only.) 

1931. Pheretima exigua, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXIII, p. 378. 

1932. Pheretima exigua var. austrina. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 514. 

(Type locality, Leiktho Circle, Toungoo District.) 

1933. Pheretima exigua var. austrina, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 525. 

Material examined. —Four specimens collected in Myitkyina and 
Bhamo Districts, Sept. 1934, by K. John, as well as the earlier 
specimens. 

External characteristics. —The length of the Myitkyina and Bhamo 
specimens varies from 28 to 57 mm., the diameter from 2 to 3 mm. 
Some of the types are 60 to 75 mm. long. 

The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle. 
On each of the clitellar segments a complete circle of setae is visible 
with brilliant illumination, the setae deeply retracted on the dorsum and 
scarcely recognizable by dimmer light. Setae are totally lacking on 
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x on the Nyaungbinkwin specimens, but on other worms a few scatter¬ 
ed setae or a complete circle may be present on this segment. The setal 
formulae are shown below :— 
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* From Nyaungbinkwin. 
t Types. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on 
the anterior margins of vi-ix. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a disc-like 
porophore which is slightly smaller than the genital markings. 

The genital markings are transversely oval to almost circular, one 
pair, on 18/19, reaching anteroposteriorly nearly to the setae of xviii 
and xix and extending transversely from a to c, from b to d or within 
the region ad. Additional markings, rarely present, are also inter- 
segmental, on 17/18 and 19/20. 

Internal anatomy .—The intestinal caeca are simple, with smooth 
margins or constricted slightly by the septa through which the caeca 
pass, usually short, extending only through one or two segments. 

The hearts of x are included within the anterior testis sac. The 
testis sac of xi was previously termed annular (Gates 1932, p. 516), 
but careful dissection of five specimens has failed to reveal more than a 
cylindrical sheet of tissue passing from 10/11 to 11/12 in such a way as 
to shut off a portion of xi containing the organs of the segment, includ¬ 
ing the gut. Testis sacs of this type, in which the gut is included, are 
now distinguished from annular testis sacs which do not include the gut 
by the term cylindrical. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla, the diverticulum 
shorter to longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla, the 
diverticular stalk longer than the spheroidal to ovoidal or shortly ellip¬ 
soidal seminal chamber, the latter sharply marked off from the stalk. 

Dorsal to each genital marking are several small, glandular bodies 
on the parietes, the ducts practically confined to the body wall. 

Remarks .—With the collection of specimens of austrina in Myit- 
kyina and Bhamo districts the maintenance of this form as a geographical 
variety of exigua is no longer possible. Although the differences 
between the two forms are small they appear to be numerous enough 
and so constant as to warrant the recognition of distinct species. P. 
austrina is distinguished from P. exigua by the segmental location of 
the spermathecal pores, the smaller size of the male porophores, the 
larger size, intersegmental location and smaller number of the genital 
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markings, tlie smaller setal numbers, the presence of setal circles on the 
clitellar segments, the larger number of discrete glands associated with 
each postclitellar genital marking, and possibly also by the smaller size 
of the seminal vesicles. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on the anterior margins of vi-ix. Male pores minute and 
superficial, each pore on a circular, disc-shaped porophore that is slight¬ 
ly smaller than the genital markings. Genital markings transversely 
oval to nearly circular, intersegmental, on 18/19, in ad. Setal circles 
present on all clitellar segments : vi/9-15, vii/10-15, viii/10-16, xvii/8-13, 
xviii/6-10, xix/10-12, 15-21/iii, 24-33/viii, 28-37/xii, 24-38/xx. 

First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 33-75 mm. Diameter 2-3 mm. 
Segments 73-103. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired: of x, annular ; of 
xi, cylindrical. Seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior 
testis sac. Spermathecal duct shorter than the ampulla, diverticular 
stalk longer than the small, spheroidal to ovoidal or shortly ellipsoidal 
seminal chamber. Genital marking glands sessile on the parietes. 

Pheretima balteolata Gates. 

1932. Pheretima balteolata , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mvs., XXXIV, p. 425. (Type 
locality, Pang Wo, Mang Lun State.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Rotten leaves in dense jungle ”, Peng Sai, Mang Lun State, 
Oct. 1935, 1 softened, clitellate specimen. H. Young. 

External characteristics. —Length, 60 mm. Diameter 3 mm. 

The setae are small, closely and regularly spaced: vi/22, vii/23, 
xvii/18, xviii/16, xix/16-f. (The setal numbers of the type are: 75/iii, 
108/viii, 110/xii, 99/xx.) 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore slightly lateral 
to the centre of a longitudinally oval porophore on xviii that does not 
reach either to 17/18 or 18/19. 

Internal anatomy. —The prostatic duct is 5-6 mm long, bent into a 
hairpin loop. 

The seminal chamber of the spermatheca may be ovoidal or an 
indistinctly marked off, club-shaped widening of the ental end of the 
diverticulum. The stalk and an ectal portion of the seminal chamber 
is looped in a rather loosely zigzagged fashion and bound by connective 
tissue to the duct and ampulla. 

Diagnosis. —Spermathecal pores minute and superficial, three pairs, 
on 5/6-7/8. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore towards 
the lateral margin of a transversely or longitudinally oval porophore. 
Setae: vi/22-25, vii/23-28, xvii/18-24, xviii/10-16, xix/24-26, 75/iii, 
108/viii, 110/xii, 99/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 60-89 
mm. Diameter 3 mm. Segments 110. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal duct shorter than the ampulla, diverticular stalk and an ectal 
portion of the seminal chamber loosely looped, seminal chamber slender¬ 
ly club-shaped to ovoidal. 
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Pheretima bellatula Gates. 

1932. Pheretima hellatvla Gates, Pec . Ind . Mus., XXXIV, p. 427. (Type 
locality, Tcung Cong, Mong Lem State, Yunnan.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Leaf covered sandy soil, on wooded hillside ”, Nam Mang 
Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, 3 aclitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

External characteristics. —Length. 37-50 mm. Diameter 2-2| mm. 

The setae are small and deeply retracted on the dorsum and hence 
very difficult to identify but appear to be more widely separated than 
ventrally. As near as can be determined the setal numbers are as fol¬ 
lows : vi/12, 8 ; vii/14, 11 ; xvii/12, 11, 10; xix/12, 12, 12; 30/iii, 
41/viii, 44/xii, 42/xx. After removal of the cuticle from the type, setae 
are now visible on xvi ventrally and are probably also present ventrally 
on xv. 

The first dorsal pore is on 11/12 (3). 

As on the type the male pores are on an unpaired male porophore 
which is sharply demarcated by a circumferential groove, the poro¬ 
phore slightly protuberant, especially laterally, and probably extending 
onto xvii and xix though 17/18 and 18/19 are not visible ventrally or 
laterally. There is no glandular material visible in the coelomic cavity 
or within the parietes dorsal to the porophore which is merely a region 
of epidermal thickening. 

Internal anatomy. —Septum 8/9 is complete but membranous (3); 
a membranous sheet extending ventrally to the parietes and laterally 
on each side from the oesophagus just in front of the testis sac of x may 
represent a rudiment of 9/10. 

The testis sacs are distended by testicular coagulum, the seminal 
vesicles, prostates and prostatic ducts apparently fully developed. 
The spermatbecae of two specimens are without spermatozoal iridescence 
and are, possibly, not fully developed. The diverticula of the sper- 
mathecae of viii of the third specimen have a spermatozoal iridescence. 

The short stalk of the diverticulum has a narrow, central lumen 
and smooth or nearly smooth wall. A middle portion is of about the 
same thickness as the stalk but the lumen is gradually widened entally 
and is irregular due to the presence of low, thick, closely placed, annular 
ridges. The terminal portion of the diverticulum is not sharply marked 
off but is slightly widened and almost ovoidal, shorter than the middle 
portion and about as long as the stalk. The lumen is filled with sper¬ 
matozoa which extend down into the ental part of the middle portion. 
The ectal part of the sperm mass has a longitudinally and finely striated 
appearance. 

A spermatheca from the type has no iridescence. The ental half 
of the diverticulum is however filled with a whitish material in which 
are several vacuoles. This portion of the diverticulum is of about the 
same width as the ectal part but the lumen is wider and with smooth 
wall, the sperm mass elongately ellipsoidal. The ectal half of the diver¬ 
ticulum has a thick wall and an irregular lumen with the appearance of 
short, lateral branches due to the presence of thick but low, annular 
ridges. The lumen of the spermathecal duct is fairly wide entally and 
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with annular ridges on the wall. Ectal to the diverticular junction the 
lumen is narrow and with smooth wall. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 5/6-7/8. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
near the lateral margin of an unpaired, transverse porophore with 
bluntly rounded corners that extends onto xvii and xix. Setae : vi/8-12, 
vii/11-14, xvii/10-12, xviii/0, xix/10-12, 30/iii, 41/viii, 44/xii, 38- 
42/xx. First dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 37-72 mm. Diameter 
2-3£ mm. 

Septum 8/9 present but membranous. Intestinal caeca simple. 
Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum rod-like, 
shorter than combined lengths of duct and ampulla. 

Pheretima californica Kinberg. 

1867. Pheretima californica (part), Kinberg, Ofv. Ale. Fork., XXIII, p. 102. 

(Excluding octothecal specimens. Type locality, Sausolita Bay, 
California. Type and two paratypes from San Francisco in the 
Stockholm Museum.) 

1912. Pheretima browni (part), Stephenson. Rec. Ind. Mas., VII, p. 274. (Type 
locality Tengyueh, Yunnan, China. Types in the Indian Museum 
and the British Museum. Excluding sexthecal specimens.) 

1931. Pheretima browni, Gates, Rec. Jnd. Mus., XXXIII, p. 372. (Kutkai, 

Burma.) 

1932. Pheretima molesta, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mvs., XXXIV, p. 420. (Type 

locality, Kutkai, Burma.) 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum : thirteen clitellate 
specimens labelled, “ Dak Bungalow grounds, Kutkai, N. Shan 
States, Burma, ca. 4,500 ft., H. S. Bao, Nov. 1926 ”, and 1 
clitellate specimen labelled, “ Namhpakka, N. Shan States, 
Burma, ca. 3,700 ft., H. S. Rao, Dec. 1926 

From local collections : 

Kutkai, Sept. 1935, 155 aclitellate and 71 clitellate specimens. 

G. J. Geis. 

Mogok, Sept. 1935, 47 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 

External characteristics. —The petal formulae of ten. specimens from 
Mogok are shown below :— 
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The male pores are minute and invaginate, each pore at the centre 
of a transversely oval, tiny, greyish translucent tubercle located on tfie 
dorsal wall of a deep but vertical invagination with a transversely slit¬ 
like aperture. The tubercle may or may not be conspicuously pro¬ 
tuberant into the lumen of the invagination. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 20 specimens.) The intestinal caeca 
are simple with smooth dorsal and ventral margins. 
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The prostatic duct, at first glance, appears to pass into the lateral 
face of the roof of the male pore invagination but a narrowed ectal 
portion of the duct, bent into two tiny, u-shaped quirks, is covered 
over and entirely concealed from view, in most of the specimens by 
connective tissue. The narrowed portion of the duct passes into the 
centre of the dorsal face of the male pore invagination. Although all 
of the specimens selected for dissection appeared to have the male in¬ 
vaginations fully retracted, the internal appearance varies considerably. 
In some of the worms the roof of the invagination is just visible in the 
coelomic cavity and level with the peritoneal surface of the parietes. 
In other worms the roof of the invagination is protuberant into the 
coelomic cavity. In two specimens the roof of each invagination is 
still further protuberant into the body cavity—after removal of the 
connective tissue around the ectal loops of the prostatic duct. In these 
worms it is possible to place the scissors close against the parietes 
and snip off the roof of the invagination with the male pore tubercle. 
In these two worms the slit-like lumen of the invagination passes very 
slightly beyond (internal to) the peritoneal surface of the parietes. In 
these two specimens the invaginations are, presumably, in state of most 
complete retraction. The male pore invaginations in this species might 
almost be called copulatory chambers, but since the invaginations are 
almost confined to the parietes, the term “ copulatory chamber ” may 
be restricted to those structures which are more definitely coelomic. 
In specimens that are slightly relaxed or in which the invaginations 
have been very slightly everted, the roof of the chamber is no longer 
recognizable from the coelomic cavity. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla but at first 
appears to be shorter than is actually, the case since the ampulla is 
bound down around the ectal end of the duct so that the latter has the 
appearance of being invaginated fairly conspicuously into the ampulla. 
In three worms in which the spermathecal ampullae are unusually large 
there is no invagination. The coelomic portion of the duct is usually 
rather spindle-shaped, narrowed below the diverticular junction and 
entally. The lumen in the entalmost portion of the duct is with smooth 
wall for a very short distance, then to the diverticular junction with 
high, thick, transverse ridges, the lumen abruptly narrowed at the 
diverticular junction from whence ectally it is very narrow and with 
straight, smooth wall. The diverticulum comprises a very short stalk 
with a narrow lumen which may be straight and with smooth wall or 
slightly irregular, and a longer, very slenderly club-shaped seminal 
chamber that is only slightly wider than the stalk at most. The seminal 
chamber is twisted, bent or looped, apparently in a quite fortuitous 
fashion. 

One specimen has no spermathecal diverticula while one of the sper- 
mathecae is provided with two distinct ampullae. 

Diagnosis.— Quadrithecal, spermathecal pores minute and super¬ 
ficial, two pairs, on 7/8-8/9. Male pores minute and invaginate, each 
pore on a tiny tubercle on the roof of a deep but vertical parietal 
invagination with a transversely slit-like aperture, the roof of the in¬ 
vagination protuberant slightly into the coelomic cavity. Setae: 
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viii/12-20, xvii/16-24, xviii/9-18, xix/15-23, 20-24/iii, 32-36/viii, 42-50/xii, 
46-59/xx. First dorsal pore on, 11/12. Length 65-132 mm. Diameter 
2|-4 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper- 
mathecal diverticulum with short stalk and longer, slenderly club- 
shaped seminal chamber, twisted or looped. 

Remarks. — P. californica is perhaps a native of China from whence 
it has been described under various names ; modesta Michaelsen 1927, 
kiangensis Michaelsen 1931, hesperidum Chen 1931. The species has 
penetrated into Burma, on the Shan Plateau, as far as Kutkai and 
Mogok only. 


Pheretima campanulata (Rosa). 

1890. Perichaeta campanulata, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Genova, XXX, p. 115. (Type 
locality, Palon. Types in the Genoa Museum.) 

1895. Pheretima houlleti (part), Beddard, Monog., p. 424. (Excluding forms 
with only one stalked gland to each spermathecal invagination.) 

1900. Pheretima houlleti (part), Michaelsen, Das Tierreich, X, p. 273. (Ex¬ 
cluding all forms exoept those with trilobed penial bodies and two 
stalked glands to each spermathecal invagination. 

1923. Pheretima houlleti (part), Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F. B. I. Series, 
p. 304. (Excluding all forms exoept those with trilobed penial bodies 
and two stalked glands to each spermathecal invagination. 

1925. Pheretima wimberleyana, Stephenson, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXVII, p. 62. 

(Type locality, Wimberleyganj, Andaman Islands. Types in the 
Indian Museum.) 

1926. Pheretima houlleti var. tortuosa. Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) XVII, 

p. 454. 

1926. Pheretima houlleti var. tortuosa. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXVIII, p. 157. 

1927. Pheretima campanulata. Gates, Ann. Mus. Genova, LII, p. 230. (After 

examination of the types.) 

1930. Pheretima campanulata. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 307. 

1931. Pheretima campanulata. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXIII, p. 373. 

1932. Pheretima campanulata vars. typica and penetralis Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., 

XXXIV, p. 452, p. 460. 

1933. Pheretima campanulata vars. typica and penetralis Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., 

XXXV, p. 511. 

Material examined. —From the Genoa Museum: 2 softened speci¬ 
mens labelled, “ Perichaeta campanulata Rosa Ann. Mus. Civ. 
Genova, XXX, 1890, p. 115, T. 1, f. 9-10. Typus ! Pegii L. Fea. 
Cat. No. 47 ”. From the Indian Museum : 3 clitellate specimens 
labelled, “ Lashio, N. Shan States, Burma, H. S. Rao, Nov. 
1926. ca 2,700 feet. In the grounds of the Dak bungalow ”. 
11 clitellate specimens labelled, “ Selan, N. Shan States, Burma. 
Dr. H. S. Rao, Dec. 1926. ca 2,500-2,700 feet ”, 3 clitellate and 
3 aolitellate specimens labelled, “ Port Blair, Sta. B. 10 ”, 1 
immature specimen labelled, “ Viper Island, Andamans 

From local collections: 

“ Under clods in tea garden ”, Tan Yang, Mong Yai State, Sept. 

1935, 3 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Open, grassy ground ”, Lashio, Sept. 1935, 11 clitellate speci¬ 
mens. H. Young. 

“ Open ground ”, Pa Mung Village, Tan Yang, Sept. 1935, 1 
clitellate specimen. H. Young. 

“ Sandy soil, covered by leaves, on shady hillside ”, Loi Pang 
Pra, Mong Yai State, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. H.' 
Young. 

Foot of Thandaung Hill, Sept. 1935, 4 aclitcllate and 20 clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 1, Sept. 1935, 5 aolitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 2, Sept. 1935, 8 aolitellate and 2 clitellate speci¬ 
mens. G. E. Blackwell, 



1936.} 


6. E. Gates : The Earthworms of Burma . 


407 


Pegu Yomas, No. 3, Sept. 1935, 2 aclitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 4, Sept. 1935, 6 aclitellate and 4 partially clitell- 
ate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 5, Sept. 1935, 12 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 6, Sept. 1935, 18 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 7, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

44 Rotting portions of trees mixed with earth ”, an way to Than* 
daung, Sept. 1935, 21 aclitellate specimens. G. E. Black- 
well. 

44 Under bark of trees ”, rain forest, on way to Thandaung, Sept. 

1935, 1 aclitellate specimen. G. E. Blackwell. 
Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 8 aclitellate and 2 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. K. John. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of ten specimens are 
shown below. For purposes of comparison with forma rugosa and also 
P. houlleti, the setal counts or all three forms, were made on specimens 
from one locality only. 
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The external genital markings are recognizable on aclitellate speci¬ 
mens before the worms are sufficiently developed for the copulatory 
chambers to be visible in the coelomic cavity. Of thirty specimens 
from Toungoo district, 12 have no external genital markings. These 
worms might easily be mistaken for P. meridiana, but the internal 
characteristics are those of P. c ampanulata. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened all specimens from local collections.) 
The intestinal caeca are simple, with septal constrictions only (30). 
The right intestinal caecum of one specimen is withdrawn into the lumen 
of the gut and not visible in the coelomic cavity at all. 

One gland is present on the posterior face of each copulatory chamber. 
There may be an additional gland on the posterior face of the chamber 
or the apparently single gland may in reality have two or even three 
stalks. Each copulatory chamber (60) cod tains a characteristic, trilobed, 
penial body. On the base or close to the base of the penial body there 
may be one or two, rarely three genital markings. In addition there 
is a further group of 3, 4 or (rarely) 5 markings. 

The ental portion of the spermathecal duct has a wide lumen which 
opens into the lumen of the narrowed portion octal to the diverticular 
junction through a tiny, slit-like aperture on the bluntly rounded summit 
pf a smooth, rather conical papilla. The diverticular canal opens into 
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the duct lumen at the base of the papilla. Six spermathecal ducts were 
dissected open and no variation with respect to this characteristic was 
found. 



Text-fig. 3.- —Pheretima campanulata (Rosa). Portion of a spermatheca of an aclitellate 
specimen, showing ampulla, duct, diverticular stalk, stalks of two glands and sper- 
mathecal invagination, X ca. 45. 


Remarks .—In the dissected type the penial body is characteristically 
trilobed. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and invaginate, 
each pore on a tiny conical protrusion into an invagination with trans¬ 
versely slit-like lumen and aperture ; three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male 
pores minute and invaginate, each pore on a penial body with a trilob¬ 
ed tip within a spheroidal, copulatory chamber, a genital marking on 
each of the two lateral lobes of the penial body. Genital markings tiny, 
circular, greyish, translucent areas, sharply demarcated by slight cir¬ 
cumferential furrows, on the margins of segments near 6/7-8/9 or on the 
intersegmental furrows, median to the secondary spermathecal aper¬ 
tures, and in addition internally ; one marking on the anterior wall 
and one on the posterior wall of each spermathecal invagination, a 
group of 3, 4 or 5 markings within in each copulatory chamber in addi¬ 
tion to markings at the base and at the tip of the penial body. Setal 
circles present on all clitellar segments, clitellar setae with bifid tips, 
1-2 penial setae within the wall of each copulatory chamber : vii/11-15, 
viii/14-19, xvii/18-22, xviii/9-17, xix/17-21, 20-25/iii, 33-43/viii, 

44-52/xii, 50-61/xx. First dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 107-200 mm. 
Diameter 4-7 mm. Segments 107-136. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Lumen 
in ental part of the spermathecal duct large and communicating with 
the narrowed lumen of the ectal portion of the duct through a tiny, slit¬ 
like pore on the bluntly rounded, dorsal face of a conical papilla ; diver¬ 
ticulum comprising a short, slender stalk and a elongate seminal cham¬ 
ber, the latter slightly widened entally and looped, often in an approxi- 
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mation to zigzag. One or more stalked glands on the posterior face of 
each, copulatory chamber, three or more on the anterior face ; one 
stalked gland to the anterior face and one to the posterior face of each 
spermathecal pore invagination. Glands of external genital markings 
stalked and coelom ic. 


Forma rugosa Gates. 

1926. Pheretima hovlleii var. rugosa, Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) XVII, 
p. 459. 

1926. Pheretima houlleti var. rugosa, Gates, Rec. Ini. Mus., XXVIII, p. 157. 
1930. Pheretima houlleti var. rugosa. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 311. 

1932. Pheretima rugosa, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 398. 

1933. Pheretima campanulata var. rugosa. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXV, 

p. 512. 

Material examined .—From local collections :— 

Pegu Yomas, No. 5, Sept. 1935, 14 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 6, Sept. 1935, 19 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 1, Sept. 1935, 1 aclitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 2, Sept. 1935, 8 aclitellate and 15 clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 3, Sept. 1935, 30 partially clitellate or clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 4, Sept. 1935, 12 partially clitellate or clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Foot of Thandaung Hill, Sept. 1935, 20 clitellate specimens. 
G. E. Blackwell. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 1 aclitellate and 3 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of 10 specimens are 
shown below. The setal numbers, on xii, of 6 additional specimens 
were determined : 53 (1), 54 (2), 55 (1), 57 (1), 59 (1), the average number 
of setae on segment xii of 16 specimens, 55. 
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Internal anatomy .—(Opened all specimens.) The intestinal caeoa 
are simple, with septal constrictions only (23). 

On the posterior face of each copulatory chamber (46) there is at 
least one gland. These glands are more obvious even than in normal 
specimens. The stalks of the anterior glands pass up onto the dorsal 
face of the copulatory chamber but instead of being bound down flat 
against the dorsal face of the chamber a stalk may be bent into a hair¬ 
pin loop with the limbs of the loop in contact and protuberant in a 
perpendicular fashion from the dorsal face of the chamber. In the 
majority of the specimens examined, one or more of the stalks are thus 
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looped. Penial setae are lacking in all of tlie chambers except in one 
specimen where a single penial seta is present in the wall of one chamber. 
The penial body is somewhat like that of the typical forms but instead 
of two genital markings on the slight preputial ring around the male 
pore tubercle at the tip of the penial body, there are here (46) three 
or four markings on the preputial ring, one of the markings especially 
protuberant and usually extending out nearly at right angles to the 
others. In addition to the markings on the penial body there is a group 
of three (rarely), four or five (usually) further markings. 

In two specimens the penial bodies look much like the penial body 
of the typical forms except for the presence, of one or two, extra, un¬ 
usually small genital markings. 

Definition .—As for the typical forms except as noted below. Athe- 
cal. Genital markings internal only, 3-6 markings at the tip of the 
penial body, on the wall of the copulatory chamber a group of 3-7 
additional markings. Clitellar setae with irregularly transverse fur¬ 
rows ; no penial setae: xvii/10-13, xviii/4-11, xix/10-13, 23-26/iii, 
40-50/viii, 50-60/xii, 44-65/xx. Length 92-200 mm. Diameter 4-7 
mm. Segments 92-140. 

Remarks. —“ Thecal ” individuals are occasionally found, i.e., indi¬ 
viduals with one or more spermathecal invaginations and associated 
with each invagination a more or less rudimentary or abnormal sper- 
matheca and one or more stalked glands. Characteristics of the sper- 
mathecae in similar individuals made possible the placing of the rugose 
forms in P. campanulata. Thecal individuals with spermathecae suffi¬ 
ciently developed to permit identification as P. campanulata are to be 
referred to as abnormal specimens of P. campanulata while thecal indi¬ 
viduals with rudimentary or abnormal spermathecal structures will be 
referred to as thecal individuals of forma rugosa. 

Several clitellate specimens collected in recent years are referred 
to P. campanulata rather than to P. houlleti merely because of the 
presence of the first dorsal pore on 11/12. In these worms spermathecae, 
prostates and prostatic ducts are entirely lacking and there are no 
traces of rudiments of male or spermathecal pores. The seminal vesicles 
are rudimentary. There is no coagulum in the testis sacs and the testes 
are disc-shaped and undischarged. 

According to the Pickford-Stephenson hypothesis of secondarily 
evolved sexuality, these worms should be regarded as neuters, possibly 
a worker caste (!), as the worms can function neither as males or females. 
The male gonads are however present though juvenile and the ovaries 
are present and apparently normal. 

In each of the worms there are numerous coelomic parasites, especial¬ 
ly from the prostatic segments posteriorly. 

Pheretima canaliculata Gates. 

1932. Pheretima canaliculata. Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 408. (Type 
locality, Blachi, Karon Hills, Toungoo District.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

Karen Hills, near Thandaung, Toungoo District, Sept. 1936* 
1 clitellate speoimen. G. E. Blackwell. (The worm is 
incomplete posteriorly.) 
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External characteristics .—The first dorsal pore appears to he on 7/8, 
the markings on 7/8-10/11 as pore-like in appearance as those on 11/12- 
12/13. 

Setae: vi/30, xvii/27, xviii/20, xix/25, 82/viii, 85/xii, 86/xx. (On 
one of the types the numbers are 80/viii, 88/xii, 83/xx.) 

The spermathecal pores are very short, transverse slits, superficial, 
each pore at the centre of a transversely oval, translucent area, the 
translucent areas on the anteriormost margins of vi and vii. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, transversely slit-like, 
each pore at or near the centre of an indistinctly delimited, circular, 
small, smooth and translucent area. 

Internal anatomy .—Septum 8/9 is complete though membranous. 
This septum was recognized on first opening the worm and was still 
visible dorsal to the gizzard after the specimen had been carefully 
pinned out, but on a mere touch of the forceps the tissue of the septum 
ruptured so that only a ventral rudiment is recognizable. 

The intestine begins in xv. The intestinal caeca are compound and 
glove-shaped; the dorsalmost secondary caecum the shortest, the 
ventralmost the longest. 

There is a pair of hearts belonging to ix. All hearts of ix-xiii pass 
into the ventral blood vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The seminal vesicles are 
in contact mesially above the dorsal blood vessel, the posterior vesicles 
pushing 12/13 back into contact with 13/14 and the anterior vesicles 
pushing 10/11 forward into contact with 8/9. The anterior vesicles 
are attached to the roof of the posterior testis sac but can be detached 
without opening the sac. The prostatic ducts are short but stout and 
muscular, bent almost into an L-shape. 

The spermathecal duct is not narrowed within the parietes, the 
lumen wide entally—the wall with longitudinal ridges, gradually narrow¬ 
ed in the region of the diverticular junction. The diverticulum com¬ 
prises a short, straight stalk in which the lumen is very narrow and 
straight, a middle portion slightly thicker than the stalk and looped, 
the looping in part approximating to zigzag, the lumen wider than in 
the stalk though the width is less than the thickness of the wall, and an 
ovoidal to shortly ellipsoidal seminal chamber. The spermatozoa are 
present only in the seminal chamber. The lumen in the middle portion 
of the diverticulum is irregular and with the appearance of short fissures 
opening out from the central passage. 

Remarks .—A septum 8/9 as delicate as in this species might readily 
be destroyed in the course of opening and pinning out the worm and 
accordingly described as lacking or rudimentary as in the case of at 
least one other Burmese species. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithecal, spermathecal pores superficial, small and 
transversely slit-like, two pairs, on the anteriormost margins of vi and 
vii. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore at or near the centre 
of a small, circular, translucent area and at the posterior end of a seminal 
groove. Genital markings one pair, each marking slightly median to a 
male pore, extending from the setae of xvii to the setae of xviii, 8-12 
intersetal intervals wide and separated by a midventral space equal to 

D 2 
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6-9 intervals. A seminal groove from each marking is continued postero- 
laterally to the male pore. Setae : vi/22-30, xvii/27, xviii/16-22, xix/25, 
80-82/viii, 85-88/xii, 80-87/xx. First dorsal pore on 7/8-11/12. Length 
147 mm. Diameter 5-7 mm. Segments 111. 

Septum 8/9 present but membranous. Intestinal caeca compound, 
glove-shaped, dorsalmost secondary caecum the shortest. Testis sacs 
unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with short, straight 
stalk, a longer, slightly thicker and looped middle portion with wider 
lumen, and an ovoidal to shortly ellipsoidal seminal chamber. Genital 
marking glands sessile and within the parietes. 


Pheretima diffringens (Baird). 

I860. Hegaocolex diffringens, Baird, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1869, p. 40. (Type 
locality, Plas Machynlleth, North Wales. Types in the British 
Museum.) 

1926. Pheretima keterochaeta. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXVIII, p. 156. 

1930. Pheretima keterochaeta, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 310. 

1931. Pheretima keterochaeta. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 387 and 

p. 437. 

1932. Pheretima keterochaeta, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 524. 

1933. Pheretima keterochaeta. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 529. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

Mogok, Sept. 1935, 62 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 
“ Under rocks ”, North of Thandaung, Toungoo District, Sept. 
1935, 7 aclitellate and 107 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

External characteristics .—On many of the worms there is a definite 
banded appearance due to the absence of pigment on a fine stripe on 
which the setae are located. 

The setal formulae are shown below. 


vi 

vii 

viii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

9 

12 

12 

14 

12 

12 

26 

35 

41 

44 

8 

11 

12 

16 

14 

17 

21 

38 

40 

48 

8 

10 

11 

16 

13 

16 

26 

38 

41 

47 

6 

12 

13 

17 

10 

17 

25 

37 

39 

52 

8 

11 

12 

18 

14 

13 

22 

39 

42 

44 

8 

10 

12 

15 

12 

15 

25 

36 

43 

49 

8 

10 

11 

16 

12 

15 

• • 

36 

40 

48 

9 

10 

12 

14 

12 

16 

27 

38 

44 

45 

10 

11 

13 

14 

14 

16 

22 

40 

46 

46 

9 

11 

11 

16 

14 

17 

24 

37 

44 

43 

Internal anatomy.— 

-The 

intestinal 

caeca 

are 

simple, 

with smooth 


margins or slightly constricted by the septa through which the caeca 
pass. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla but at first appears 
to be slightly shorter than is actually the case since the ampulla is 
bound down around the ental end of the duct so that the latter has the 
appearance of being slightly invaginated into the ampulla. In most 
of the spermathecae the lumen in the ental portion of the duct is narrow 
but slightly irregular while in the other spermathecae the lumen is much 
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wider but the wall is provided with thick, high, transverse ridges. Ectal 
to the diverticular junction the lumen is narrow, straight and with smooth 
wall. The diverticulum comprises a long stalk and a thicker but shorter, 
ovoidal seminal chamber. In the ectalmost portion of the stalk the 
lumen is usually straight and with smooth wall while entally the lumen 
is slightly widened and slightly more irregular. 

Remarks. —Many of the specimens have the postsetal genital mark¬ 
ings on some of v-viii, each marking located immediately in front of a 
spermathecal pore. The discovery of these markings on specimens 
from South India collected near the type locality of Bourne’s P. mirabilis 
resulted in the suppression of the name heterochaeta (Gates 1934, 
p. 260). Unfortunately mirabilis must now in turn also be suppressed. 

Some of the Kutkai specimens are very badly preserved. On these 
worms several closely crowded, minute pores are visible on the central 
part of each genital marking. The close crowding of these pores is 
doubtless responsible for the greyish translucent appearance of the 
centre of the marking on better preserved specimens, but on properly 
preserved worms the pores cannot be identified. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. Genital 
markings small, circular to oval tubercles, paired ; presetal on vi-ix 
and just median to the spermathecal pore lines or (and) 'about in be, 
postsetal on v-viii and just in front of the spermathecal pores. Setae : 
vi/6-11, vii/8-14, viii/10-16, xvii/13-18, xviii/9-16, xix/12-17, 21-27/iii, 
26-36/vi, 35-42/viii, 39-44/xii, 42-52/xx. First dorsal pore on 11/12. 
Length 45-170 mm. Diameter 3-6 mm. Segments 90-113. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Hearts of x lacking. Testis sacs unpaired 
and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with long stalk and shorter, 
thicker, ovoidal seminal chamber. Genital marking glands stalked and 
coelomic. 


Pheretima elongata (E. Perrier). 

1872. Perichaeta elongata E. Perrier, N. Arch. Mus. Paris, VIII, p. 124. (Type 
locality, " Peru ”.) (Types in the Paris Museum.) 

1926. Pheretima elongata , Gates, Ann. Mag . Nat. Hist. (9) XVII, p. 444. 
1926. Pheretima elongata, Gates, Bee. Ini . Mus. 9 XXVIII, p. 153. 

1929. Pheretima elongata , Stephenson, Bee. Ini. Mus., XXXI, p. 237. 

1930. Pheretima elongata. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 309. 

1931. Pheretima elongata , Gates, Bee. I?id. Mus., XXXIII, p. 378. 

1932. Pheretima elongata, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 391. 

1933. Pheretima elongata. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 525. 

Material examined. —From local collections :] 

Mogok, Sept. 1935, 8 aclitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 
Bhamo and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 76 aclitellate and II clitellate 
specimens. K. John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 3 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

External characteristics .—There is an unusually wide range of varia¬ 
tion with regard to the setal numbers, especially those of viii and xii. 
Yet the setal circles on all of these specimens appear to be normal, 
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without gaps and with the setae regularly spaced. The setal formulae 
of several specimens are shown below. 


xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 


12 

12 

15 

58 

85 

56 

61 

T 

12 

11 

14 

65 

102 

80 

72 

A 

13 

14 

13 

62 

83 

68 

63 

T 

12 

11 

13 

66 

104 

80 

69 

A 

14 

10 

12 

50 

67 

54 

55 

T 

15 

13 

12 

52 

73 

65 

56 

A 

17 

12 

15 

51 

81 

66 

55 

A 


A AthecaJ. 
T Thecal. 


The speimathecal pores are minute and superficial, on 5/6 and 6/7, 
or the posteriormost margins of v and vi or the anteriormost margins 
of vi and vii, close to 5/6-6/7. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 7 specimens). In the first specimen 
that was dissected a large branch from the subneural trunk passes out 
from under the nerve cord to the right side in the posterior portion of 
xv. This branch passes anteriorly on the ventral parietes into xiii and 
then turns and passes dorsally on the anterior face of 13/14 giving off 
several large branches to the anterior face of the septum. Dorsally 
the vessel passes into the heart of xiii just prior to the junction of the 
latter with the supraoesophageal trunk. The subneural trunk passes 
out from under the nerve cord in the anteriormost portion of xv (but 
a very tiny branch continues anteriorly for a short distance under the 
nerve cord) and on the ventral parietes runs parallel to the nerve cord 
into xiii where it turns dorsally on the anterior face of 13/14 and after 
giving off several large branches to the anterior face of the septum passes 
into the heart of xiii just prior to the junction of the latter with the 
supraoesophageal vessel. In other specimens the anterior course of the 
subneural and its branches is subject to slight variations, the branch may 
pass out to the left side while the subneural turns to the right, and 
there is also some slight variation as to the point at which the vessels 
pass out from under the nerve cord. In worms lacking the hearts of 
xiii, the subneural and its main branch pass directly into the supraoeso¬ 
phageal trunk in xiii. The hearts of xiii are lacking in one athecal 
specimen, present in three athecal specimens, lacking in one thecal 
specimen, present in two thecal specimens. Each of the worms with 
large number of setae on viii has hearts in xiii. 

From the ventral parietes in xii a fairly large vessel rises on the 
anterior face of 12/13, on each side, and passes into the heart of xii just 
prior to the junction of the latter with the supraoesophageal trunk. 
In some of the specimens this septal vessel is nearly as large as the 
heart of xii. The hearts of xi and x are included within the testis sacs. 
A large branch from the ventrolateral trunk passes into the heart of X 
just prior to the junction of the latter with the supraoesophageal vessel. 
The ventral trunk bifurcates, in each specimen, on the anterior face of 
the testis sac, the branches continued into the dorsal trunk as the hearts 
of ix, the ventral trunk not continued anteriorly. 
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The testis sacs are unpaired and annular. In the two worms with 
large numbers of setae on viii the testicular coagulum in each sac forms 
a completely continuous ring within which the dorsal blood vessel is 
imbedded. In the other specimens, although the outer wall of the 
testis sac passes over the dorsal blood vessel, the testicular coagulum 
terminates, on each side, against the dorsal blood vessel and a mesentery 
passing from the ventral side of the dorsal trunk to the dorsal face ot 
the gut. 

The spermathecal duct has a fairly wide lumen entally that is abrupt¬ 
ly narrowed at the diverticular junction. The diverticular stalk is 
longer than the seminal chamber and has a narrow but quite irregular 
lumen which may be widened entally in some of the spermathecae. 
The seminal chamber is ovoidal to ellipsoidal. 

Diagnosis .—Poly thecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
in paired groups of 2-4, on or near to 5/6-6/7 Male pores minute and 
invaginate, each pore on the dorsal (lateral) margin of a disc-like poro- 
phore on the median wall of a parietal invagination with a crescentic 
aperture. Genital markings transversely oval, presetal, widely paired, 
on xix-xxiv. Setae: xvii/12-17, xviii/10-15, xix/12-15, 50-66/iii, 67- 
104/viii, 54-80/xii, 55-75/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 
85-300 mm. Diameter 31-6 mm. Segments 169-241. 

Hearts of xiii present or lacking, the ventral blood vessel ending 
anteriorly with hearts of ix both of which are present, the hearts of 
x and xi included within the testis sacs. Testis sacs unpaired and 
annular, seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior testis sac. 
Spermathecal diverticulum with stalk longer than the ovoidal to ellip¬ 
soidal seminal chamber. Genital marking glands sessile on the parietes. 

Remarks. — P. elongata in Burma, is usually athecal, a condition 
which is doubtless to be regarded as an abnormality. Thecal specimens 
do not have a symmetrically paired arrangement of the spermathecae, 
the latter either asymmetrical or in groups. Until the species is studied 
in its native habitat it will be difficult to determine which of the peculiar 
characteristics are normal and which are abnormal. 

Pheretima exigua Gates. 

1929. Pheretima minula (non Beddard 1901), Gates, Proc. U. R. Nat. Mus., 

LXXV, (10) p. 18. (Type locality, Lashio.) 

1930. Pheretima exigua (part), Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXIJ, p. 310. (Ex¬ 

cluding forms from Nyaungbinkwin.) 

1932. Pheretima exigua var. typica, Gates, Rcc. Ind. Mus., XXXIV, p. 512. 

1933. Pheretima exigua var. typica, Gates, Rcc. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 525. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 14 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

Bhamo and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 23 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

“ Grassy ground near paddy flats ”, Nawng Kham, Mang Lun 
State, Sept. 1935, 10 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Soil under banyan tree ”, Lashio, Sept. 1935, 37 clitellate speci¬ 
mens. H. Young. 

External characteristics .—The length of the Myitkyina and Bhamo 
specimens varies from 24-48 mm., the diameter from 2-3 mm. 
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The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete or nearly 
complete circle. Setae may be entirely lacking on the clitellum or there 
may be 2-8 setae ventrally on xvi. The setal formulae are shown below. 
The setal numbers of the Myitkyina and Bhamo specimens fall within 
the limits indicated. 


vi 

vii 

viii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

14 

14 

14 

15 

11 

15 

24 

37 

35 

41* 

13 

14 

14 

14 

12 

15 

28 

36 

37 

39* 

13 

15 

14 

15 

10 

16 

29 

38 

38 

46* 

13 

14 

16 

16 

13 

17 

28 

40 

39 

42* 

14 

15 

15 

15 

13 

16 

26 

36 

36 

40* 

14 

14 

14 

10 

10 

13 

27 

39 

38 

35f 

12 

13 

13 

12 

10 

14 

( J 

34 

35 

36f 

12 

14 

13 

13 

10 

14 

23 

32 

33 

37f 

14 

15 

15 

11 

10 

11 

25 

36 

40 

36f 

11 

13 

14 

14 

10 

15 

23 

34 

37 

36f 


* Nawng Kham. 
t Lashio. 

g gaps in the circle, no setal pits in the gaps. 


The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at the centre 
of a (relatively) large, disc-like porophore, the porophores larger than 
the genital markings. 

The genital markings on the Myitkyina and Bhamo specimens are 
located as follows :— 

a. One marking immediately anterior to each spermathecal pore, 

on the posterior margins of v-viii. 37 specimens. 

b. One pair of markings on viii, each marking in b, ab, or be. 36 

specimens. 

c. One pair of markings on xix, each marking just median to the 

male pore line. 37 specimens. 

d. One median marking on vii. 1 specimen. 

e. One or two markings on xviii, in line with the markings on xix. 

3 specimens. 

/. One or two markings on xx, in line with the markings on xix. 

8 specimens. 

All of the Nawng Kham and Lashio specimens have the genital 
markings on viii and xix, and may have in addition paired markings 
on xvii, xx, or xxi in line with the markings of xix. One specimen has 
a single tubercle on xvi on the right side. In addition these worms may 
have one or two markings in the region of ac on vii, xviii or xix. Each 
worm may have a marking immediately in front of each spermathecal 
pore or a marking immediately behind each spermathecal pore or two 
markings in connection with each spermathecal pore, one just in front 
of the pore and one just behind. All of the genital markings except 
the tubercles immediately in front of the spermathecal pores are presetal 
including the single marking on xvi. The spermathecal pore tubercles 
may be conspicuously protuberant and readily recognizable, often 
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translucent, or recognizable only after removal of tbe cuticle and with 
brilliant illumination and high magnification. 

Internal anatomy .—The intestinal caeca are simple, the margins 
smooth or with slight septal constrictions. 

The hearts of x are included within the anterior testis sac. 

The testis sac of xi was previously described as annular (Gates 1932, 
p. 514) but careful dissection of five specimens has failed to reveal more 
than a cylindrical sheet of tissue passing from 10/11 to 11/12 in such a 
way as to shut off a portion of xi containing the organs of the segment 
including the gut. Testis sacs of this type, in which the gut is included, 
are now distinguished from annular testis sacs which do not include 
the gut by the term cylindrical. 

In connection with each genital marking there is a stalked, coelomic 
gland. These glands are small, the stalks fragile. The glands are often 
difficult to find especially when stuck to the parietes or imbedded in 
coelomic coagulum. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a disc-shaped porophore that is slightly larger than the 
genital markings. Genital markings small tubercles, about 1 intersetal 
interval wide ; paired, presetal on viii (vii, xviii, • xix) in ac, presetal on 
xix (xvii, xviii, xx, xxi) and just median to the male pore lines, post- 
setal on v-viii, immediately in front of the spermathecal pores or pre¬ 
setal on vi-ix, immediately behind the spermathecal pores; (unpaired, 
median and presetal on vii, xviii, xix). Setae may be present ventrally 
on xvi: vi/11-14, vii/11-15, viii/13-16, xvii/10-18, xviii/9-15, xix/11-17, 
23-29/iii, 32-40/viii, 33-40/xii, 0-8/xvi, 35-46/xx. First dorsal pore 
on 12/13. Length 24-48 mm. Diameter 2-3 mm. Segments 86-90. 

Intestinal ‘caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired ; of x annular, of xi 
cylindrical. Seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior testis 
sac. Spermathecae with diverticular stalk nearly as long as, to longer 
than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla ; seminal chamber 
small, spheroidal to shortly ovoidal. Genital marking glands stalked 
and coelomic. 


Pheretima hawayana (Kosa). 

1891. Perichaeta hawayana , Rosa, Ann. Hofmus . Wien , VI, p. 396. (Type 
locality, Hawaii. Type in the Vienna Museum.) 

1931. Pheretima hawayana var. typica (?), Gates, Pec. Ind. Mvs., XXXIII, 
p. 382. 

1932 Pheretima hawayana var. typica (?), Gates, Rec. Ind . Mus., XXXIV, 
p. 433. 

Material examined .—From the Indian Museum : 1 clitellate specimen 
labelled, “ In the grounds of the Dak Bungalow. Lashio, N. 
Shan States, Burma, ca 2,700 feet. H. S. Rao, Nov. 1926 ”, 
1 clitellate specimen labelled, “ Hill streams above Kawngmu, 
N. Shan States, Burma. H. S. Rao, Dec. 1926 ”, and 5 clitellate 
specimen? labelled, “ Under stones, Namkham, N. Shan States, 
Burma. H. S. Rao, Dec. 1926 ”. 

From local collections : 

Kutbai, Sept. 1935, 434 clitellate specimens. G. J. Geis. 
Mogok, Sept. 1935, 7 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 
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External characteristics .—The setal formulae of ten specimens are 
shown below. 


vi 

vii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

7 

11 

17 

12 

17 

19 

38 

49 

53 

8 

12 

17 

13 

18 

20 

39 

48 

56 

7 

11 

15 

11 

16 

20 

36 

44 

50 

8 

14 

20 

12 

20 

18 

39 

48 

51 

7 

13 

19 

11 

18 

21 

39 

47 

53 

7 

15 

17 

12 

19 

20 

38 

45 

48 

6 

13 

18 

14 

19 

19 

39 

45 

52 

5 

10 

16 

12 

18 

19 

40 

48 

50 

7 

12 

16 

12 

19 

20 

37 

44 

52 

7 

10 

15 

14 

17 

17 

36 

48 

50 


The location of the genital markings on 80 specimens was recorded. 
On 2 of these specimens there are no markings at all. On each of the 
other worms there is a pair of markings on xviii, one marking just median 
to each male porophore and either in the setal circle or just behind the 
setae. Five specimens have an additional marking on xviii, on the right 
or the left side, just median to the marking previously mentioned and 
either in the setal line or postsetal. Five specimens have a pair of addi¬ 
tional markings on xviii, in the setal line or postsetal. Six specimens 
have a pair of postsetal markings on vii, each marking just median to 
the spermathecal pore lines. One specimen has a postsetal marking on 
vii on the right side. On the Kawngmu specimen there are five post¬ 
setal genital markings on xviii, two on the left side and three on the 
right side. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 86 specimens.) Septum 8/9 may be 
complete though membranous (10 specimens). In other worms, though 
preservation is good and in spite of considerable care in dissection, 
only a ventral rudiment of 8/9 is to be found. 

The intestinal caeca are simple but with ventral margin slightly 
incised, the incisions marking off several very short lobes. In addition 
there are often 2-4 lobes on the dorsal margin posteriorly. One specimen 
has only one caecum, that of the other side completely lacking. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The anterior margin of 
the testis sac of x may be deeply indented so that the sac is almost com¬ 
pletely divided into two. In a number of specimens the two lobes thus 
marked off by the indentation extend anteriorly for some distance on 
the floor of the coelomic cavity. 

The spermathecal duct is elongate and slender. The lumen is un¬ 
usually narrow ental to the-diverticular junction but widens gradually 
in the entalmost portion. The diverticular stalk is longer than the 
seminal chamber and with a quite irregular lumen. The seminal chamber 
is very slenderly club-shaped and ectally is distinguished from the stalk 
only by the greater width of the lumen. 

Several specimens were found to have extra or abnormal sperma- 
thecae as noted below. An octothecal specimen with spermathecal 
pores in 5/G-8/9 might be mistaken for P. dijfringens. 

a. An extra pair of spermathecae in ix with pores on 8/9, the diver¬ 
ticula with spermatozoal iridescence. 2 specimens. 
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h. An extra spermatheca in ix with pore on 8/9 on the right side, 
diverticulum with spermatozoal iridescence. 1 specimen. 

c. An extra spermatheca in ix with pore on 8/9 on the right side, 

diverticulum with no spermatozoal iridescence (though 
diverticula of other spermathecae are iridescent). 1 speci¬ 
men. 

d. An extra spermatheca in ix with pore on 8/9 on the right side, 

no diverticulum. 1 specimen. 

e. An extra spermatheca in ix with pore on 8/9 on the right side, 

diverticulum with no spermatozoal iridescence. Left sper¬ 
matheca of vi lacking. 1 specimen. 

/. Diverticulum of left spermatheca of vi lacking. 1 specimen. 

g. An extra spermatheca in v with pore on 4/5 on the left side, 

no diverticulum. 1 specimen. 

h. An extra pair of spermathecae in v, with pores on 4/5, no diver¬ 

ticula. An extra spermatheca in ix with pore on 8/9 on 
the right side, diverticulum slenderly tubular, no seminal 
chamber or spermatozoal iridescence. 1 specimen. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 5/6-7/8. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a small, transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. 
Genital markings small, paired tubercles; postsetal on vii-viii and 
slightly median to the spermathecal pore lines ; on xviii in or just behind 
the setal circle and just median to the male pore lines. Setae present 
ventrally on xvi: vi/4-8, vii/10-15, xvii/15-20, xviii/10-15, xix/16-20, 
17-21/iii, 36-40/viii, 44-49/xii, 48-56/xx. First dorsal pore on 10/11. 
Length 60-112 mm. Diameter 3-4 mm. Segments 71-91. 

Intestinal caeca simple, with a few short lobes on the ventral margin. 
Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with 
stalk longer than the seminal chamber and with irregular lumen, seminal 
chamber slenderly club-shaped. Genital marking glands stalked and 
coelomic. 


Pheretima houlleti (E. Perrier). 

1872. Pericluieta houlleti , E. Perrier, N. Arch. Mus. Paris , VIII, p. 99. (Type 
locality, Calcutta. Types in the Paris Museum.) 

1926. Pheretima houlleti var. typica (?), Gates, Ann. Mag . Nat . Hist. (9) XVII, 
p. 450. 

1926. Pheretima houlleti var. typica, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXVIII, p. 157. 

1929. Pheretima houlleti , (part), Stephenson, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXI, p. 237 

(excluding specimens with bilobed penial bodies). 

1930. Pheretima houlleti var. typica , Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXII, p. 311. 

1931. Pheretima houlleti, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus., XXXIII, p. 289. 

1932. Pheretima houlleti , Gates, Pec. Ind . Mus. 9 XXXIV, p. 464. 

1933. Pheretima houlleti 9 Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus., XXXV, p. 529. 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum ; two clitellate speci¬ 
mens labelled, “ Streams and pools on the north bank of the 
Shweli River, Namkhara, N. Shan States. Burma. H. S. Rao, 
Dec. 1926. ca. 2,500 feet ”, and 1 aclitellate and 5 clitellate 
(1 dissected) specimens labelled, “ Pheretima houlleti (E- Perr.). 
Lonton, a small village on the western shore of the Indawgyi 
Lake, Myitkyina Disfc., U. Burma. B. Chopra. 18-31.X.26. 
W 3196/1.” 
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From local collections : 

Pegu Yomas, No. 2, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 7, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

“ Under bark of tree, rain forest, on way to Thandaung ”, Sept. 
1935, 4 aclitellate and 2 partially clitellate specimens. G. 
E. Blackwell. 

“ Rotting portions of trees mixed with earth, on way to Than¬ 
daung ”, Sept. 1935, 4 clitellate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 
Kutkai, Sept. 1935, 121 aclitellate and 673 clitellate specimens. 

G. J. Geis. 

“Open marshy ground”, Taungyi, Aug. 1935, 6 aclitellate and 
27 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Bamboo grove ”, Tan Yang, Mong Yai State, Sept. 1936, 5 
clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Muddy spot near well, covered with water cress ”, Tan Yang, 
Mong Yai State, Sept. 1935, 10 clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ Grassy ground near bank of small stream ”, Nawng Lon, Mang 
Lun State, Sept. 1935, 9 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 
“ Bamboo thicket ”, Nawng Lon, Mang Lun State, Sept. 1935, 

2 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Grassy ground near paddy flats ”, Nawng Kham, Mang Lun 
State, Sept. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Sandy soil covered with leaves on wooded hillside ”, Man Peng, 
Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ Open grassy land ”, Loise Village, Mang Lun State, Oct, 1935, 

3 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Red soil, bamboo grove ”, Lawng Meu, Mong Lem State, Oct. 

1935, 12 clitellate specimens. Ca La (per H. Young.) 

“ Rich, dark soil, open, grassy ground ”, Nam Shi Pan, Keng- 
tung State, Oct. 1935, 8 clitellate specimens. Ca La (per 

H. Young.) 

Bhamo and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 28 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 7 aclitellate and 114 clitel¬ 
late specimens. K. John. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 1 aclitellate and 7 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 6 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of ten specimens select¬ 
ed at random are shown below. 
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The spermathecal pores are minute and invaginate, each pore at 
the tip of a very tiny, conical protrusion into the lumen of a transverse¬ 
ly slit-like invagination from the roof or the lateral wall near the roof. 
On the anterior wall, near the roof, is a small, circular, greyish, tran¬ 
slucent genital marking. 
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The male pores are minute and invaginate, each pore on a small, 
rather columnar or slenderly conical penis within a copulatory chamber. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens). The intestinal caeca 
are simple, slightly constricted by the septa through which they pass 
but otherwise without marginal incisions. 

On the posterior face of each copulatory chamber is a single stalked 
gland ; on the anterior face, one, two or three stalked glands. These 
glands may be covered over by connective tissue so that they are not 
at once visible. When fully retracted the copulatory chamber is ap¬ 
proximately spheroidal and protuberant into the coelom. The penis 
may be retracted into the roof of the copulatory chamber or pendent 
into the lumen. On or near the base of the penis there may be one, 
two or three genital markings, the number varying from one chamber 
to the other or from one specimen to another. One of these markings 
is usually especially protuberant from the base of the penis. On the 
anterior face of the penis is a very slight ridge passing vertically from the 
base nearly to the tip. The penis is longer, relatively, than in campa - 
nulata, and without the preputial or annular lip near the tip. On the 
median wall of the chamber is a single genital marking which may be 
conspicuously protuberant into the lumen like the penis, for which it 
might be mistaken when the penis is retracted into the wall of the 
chamber. 

The diverticulum passes into the spermathecal duct ental to the 
parietes and comprises a short, almost straight stalk and an elongate 
seminal chamber, the latter looped, the looping often in part approxi¬ 
mating to zigzag. The ectal portion of the chamber is of about the same 
thickness as the stalk but the ental portion is widened. Ental to the 
diverticular junction the lumen of the duct is wide and with thin, smooth 
wall, the lumen completely filled by a whitish material. The ectal 
portion of the duct has a thick wall, the lumen narrow and with smooth 
wall, the lumen slightly widened towards the opening into the ental part 
of the duct. 

The lumen in the ectal part of the duct is lined (in cleared objects) 
with a thin layer of transparent material in sharp contrast to the more 
opaque tissue forming the greater part of the thickness of the duct in 
this region. The transparent material is continued entally into a funnel 
(on a low papilla) on the floor of the chamber in the ental part of the 
duct, the transparent material also continuous with the lining of the 
ectal part of the diverticular stalk. The diverticulum passes straight 
through the tissue of the duct and opens just at the margin of the funnel. 
The spermathecal invagination is small, with transversely slit-like lumen, 
slightly coelomic, but indistinguishable from the spermathecal duct 
without further dissection. 

Abnormality .—One of the specimens is characterized by an extensive 
series of spiral abnormalities extending from the anterior end to some 
distance behind the prostatic segments. There are eight spermathecal 
pores, five of which are on the left side. There are three copulatory 
chambers, two on the left side. The left intestinal caecum is seven 
segments behind the right caecum. The ovaries of the right and left 
sides are separated by two segments. On the right side there are two 
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testis sacs and two seminal vesicles, on the left side three testis sacs and 
three vesicles. One of the Lon ton specimens is abnormal, lacking the 
anterior pair of spermathecae and the stalked glands of the spermathecal 
pore invaginations. The penial bodies are not normal. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and invaginate, 
each pore on the roof or lateral wall near the roof of an invagination with 
transversely slit-like lumen and aperture ; three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male 
pores minute and invaginate, each pore on a slenderly conical or shortly 
columnar penis on the roof of a spheroidal copulatory chamber. Genital 
markings tiny, circular, greyish translucent areas sharply demarcated 
by slight circumferential furrows, internal only ; one marking on the 
anterior wall of each spermathecal pore invagination, one marking on the 
median wall of each copulatory chamber, one, two or three markings 
on or near the base of each penis. Seta a and some of the ventral setae 
of the preclitellar segments enlarged, modified, ornamented; setae 
present on all clitellar segments and with bifid or trifid tips : vii/11-17, 
viii/16-25, xvii/12-16, xviii/5-12, xix/12-15, 24-31/iii, 37-51/viii, 46-54/xii, 
51-61/xx. First dorsal pore on 7/8-10/11. Length 55-110 mm. 
Diameter 3-4|mm. Segments 90-116. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Lumen 
in ental part of the spermathecal duct wide and communicating with the 
narrowed lumen of the ectal portion of the duct through a tiny, slit-like 
aperture at the centre of a low, disc-shaped papilla of a circular outline ; 
diverticulum with short, straight stalk and wider, elongate seminal cham¬ 
ber, the latter looped in part or in whole in an approximation to zigzag. 
One or more stalked glands to the anterior face of each copulatory cham¬ 
ber, one stalked gland on the posterior face ; one stalked gland to the 
anterior face of each spermathecal invagination. 

Note.-— The unusually high setal numbers found on viii and xii on one specimen are 
omitted for the present from the setal formula. 


Pheretima inclara Gates. 

1932. Pheretima inclara, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mvs. XXXIV, p. 439. (Typo loca¬ 
lity, Peng Sai, Mang Lun State.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Dense jungle ”, Peng Sai, Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, three 
olitellat© specimens. H. Young. 

External characteristics. —Diameter, 8-10 mm. Pigmentation red¬ 
dish, restricted to the dorsum, with a dark blueish tinge anterior to the 
clitellum, on one specimen also posteriorly for some distance. 

The setae are small, closely and regularly spaced: vi/33, vii/32, 
xvii/31, xviii/15+, xix/30; vi/30, vii/33, xvii/34, xviii/15-f, xix/36; 
vi/30, vii/29+, xvii/29, xviii/20, xix/27-J-. No setae are recognizable 
on ii on any of the specimens. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a tiny, conical 
protuberance from the centre of a transversely oval, disc-shaped poro- 
phore which is surrounded by several concentric furrows. 

There are no genital markings. 
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Internal anatomy .—Septa 6/7-7/8 are thickly muscular; 8/9-9/10 
lacking; 10/11-11/12 muscular but not quite as thick as 6/7-7/8. 

The glandular collar on the oesophagus behind the gizzard is high and 
deeply incised. The intestine begins in xv (2). The intestinal caeca 
are simple. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side (1) or the left side (2). The 
last pair of hearts is in xiii (3). All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral 
vessel. 

The testis sacs of x and xi are unpaired and ventral. The seminal 
vesicles are large and fill their segments, covering over the dorsal blood 
vessel, the posterior vesicles pushing 12/13 back to 13/14. Each vesicle 
is provided with a large, dorsal ampulla. The prostates extend through 
xvi-xx. The prostatic duct is 12-13 mm. long, bent into a hairpin loop, 
with muscular sheen and extending through xvii-xviii or xviii-xix. 

The spermathecal duct is slightly shorter than the ampulla. The 
diverticulum is longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla 
and is slender, slightly widened but only gradually, passing entally. 
Externally there is no indication of demarcation into stalk and seminal 
chamber. The stalk and an ectal portion of the seminal chamber is 
looped in a loosely zigzagged fashion and bound to the duct and ampulla. 
The seminal chamber is longer than the stalk portion of the diverticulum 
as indicated by the presence of the spermatozoal iridescence. 

RemarJcs .—The specimens died shortly after collection, before the 
killing fluids could be secured and as a result are in bad condition, auto- 
tomized, ruptured in places, slightly decayed especially posteriorly. 
The anterior ends, fortunately, are on the whole in fairly good condition. 

The type locality of this species was unknown. H. Young has looked 
at the type which he collected and is of the opinion that the specimen 
was obtained at Peng Sai. This may be regarded as confirmed by the 
more recent finding of the species at Peng Sai which is accordingly desig¬ 
nated as the type locality. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 5/6-7/8. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on a tiny, conical protuberance from a disc-shaped porophore. Setae 
lacking on ii: vi/30-33, vii/30-33, xvii/27-34, xviii/20-24, xix/27-36, 
125/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 211 mm. Diameter 
6-10 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. -Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and am¬ 
pulla, slender but slightly widened and gradually passing entally, stalk 
and an ectal portion of the seminal chamber looped in a loosely zigzagged 
fashion, stalk and seminal chamber not marked off externally. 


Pheretima longicauliculata Gates. 

1931. Pheretima longicauliculata, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 395. 

(Type locality, Tolo Senca Village, Mong Yang District, Kengtung 
State.) 

1932. Pheretima longicauliculata, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 525. 

1933. Pheretima longicauliculata, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 633. 
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Material examined. —From local collections : 

“ Grassy soil ”, Taungyi, Aug. 1935, 16 aclitellate and 4 clitellate 
specimens. H. Young. 

il Hard soil, open grassy space ”, Taungyi, Sept. 1935, 7 clitellate 
specimens. H. Young. 

“ Grassy area under trees ”, Taungyi, Sept. 1935, 1 aclitellate 
and 12 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

f ‘ Heavily manured soil in garden ”, Pali Village, Mong Lem 
State, Oct. 1935, 10 clitellate specimens. Ca La (per H. 
Young). 

” Red soil in bamboo grove ”, Lawng Neu, Mong Lem State, Oct. 
1935, 1 clitellate specimen. Ca La (per H. Young). 

“ Rich, dark soil, open, grassy ground ”, Nam Shi Pan, Kengtung 
State, Oct. 1935, 5 clitellate specimens. Ca La (per H. 
Young). 

External characteristics. —The dorsal setae are deeply retracted and 
exceedingly difficult to count. Near the mid-dorsal line the setae are 
slightly more widely separated than on previous specimens. Although 
setae are present on ii only ventrally, there is a row of empty setal pits 
recognizable laterally and dorsally on most of the present specimens. 
The setal formulae of 6 specimens are shown below :— 
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* Clitellate specimen from an earlier collection. On this worm the setae are more 
protuberant and much more easily and accurately counted. 

The peculiar areas (vii and viii) on which setae are absent, that cha¬ 
racterized the earlier specimens are entirely lacking on the present worms. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens and several from earlier 
collections). The intestinal caeca are simple, the margins smooth or 
with slight septal constrictions only. The glandular collar on the oeso¬ 
phagus behind the gizzard is high but not as high as in andersoni. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla. The lumen of 
the duct is wide entally but is abruptly narrowed in the region of the 
diverticular junction. The inner wall of the duct is usually ridged, the 
rugosities circular rather than longitudinal. The diverticulum is much 
longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla and comprises a 
short stalk with lumen only slightly irregular or with smooth wall, a 
middle section and a very slender, elongately club-shaped seminal cham¬ 
ber. In cleared spermathecae there appear to be two distinct passages 
running longitudinally through the middle portion of the diverticulum 
but this appearance seems to be due to the presence of high longitudinal 
ridges. The diverticular regions of especial thickness and of unusual 
thinness in the earlier specimens are, apparently, to be regarded as 
abnormalities. 

The glands of the genital markings appear to be sessile on the parietes. 
The gland is very soft and readily falls away from a thickly columnar 
and very hard stalk which protrudes through the musculature slightly 
into the coelomic cavity. The stalk is transversely oval in section. 
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All of the Toungyi specimens have rather juvenile seminal vesicles 
and spermathecae without spermatozoal iridescence in the diverticula. 

Parasites. —In each of the Kengtung and Mong Lem specimens there 
are numerous reddish, parasitic masses on the gizzard and blood vessels 
of viii to x. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/G-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore at 
the centre of a small, transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. Genital 
markings intersegmental, transversely oval, 5-10 intersetal intervals 
wide, slightly median to the male pore lines, widely paired, midventral 
distance between the markings=18-24 intersetal intervals, on 18/19- 
29/30. Setae lacking laterally and dorsally on ii: vi/36-49, vii/39-44, 
viii/38-44, xvii/35-38, xviii/24-32, xix/34-38, 2-9/ii, 61-69/iii, 92-105/viii, 
94-113/xii, 89-110/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 140-244 mm. 
Diameter 7-10 mm. Segments 137-140. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla, 
stalk short, middle portion with high longitudinal ridges, seminal chamber 
elongate and slenderly club-shaped. Genital marking glands coelomic 
but resting on the body wall, with tough stalks which protrude through 
the parietes. 

Pheretima lorella, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Sandy soil, covered by leaves, on a hillside ”, Loi Pang Pra, 

Mong Yai State, Sept. 1935, 4 clitellate specimens. H. 

Young. 

External characteristics. —Length 100-140 mm. Diameter 5-6 mm. 
Pigmentation reddish, restricted to the dorsum, much darker anterior 
to the elitellum and on some specimens with a blueish tinge; clitellum 
yellowish to brownish. 

The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle. 
The setae are small and closely and regularly spaced, more protuberant 
and slightly larger ventrally than dorsally. The setal circles are without 
midventral gaps but there is usually a slight mid-dorsal gap the width 
of which is variable. The setae are often retracted, especially on the 
dorsum and exceedingly difficult to count: spermathecal setae on 
viii, -12, 15, 13, 14 ; no male setae visible on xviii; 91 setae on segment 
xii of one specimen. 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (3). 

The clitellum is annular, extending from 13/14 to 16/17; interseg¬ 
mental furrows and setae lacking, dorsal pores or pore-like markings 
present. 

The spermathecal pores are minute, each pore within a very slight 
parietal invagination with small, shortly transverse, slit-like apertures 
two pairs, on 7/8-9/10. 

There is a single female pore. 

On segment xviii, on each specimen, there is a transversely placed, 
almost rectangular, fairly deep depression, the margins of which appear 
to be strengthened. On one specimen the anterior and posterior mar¬ 
gins of the depression are almost in apposition ; on the other specimens 
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the depression fully open, the aperture 8-11 intersetal intervals wide (as 
counted on xx). The roof of the depression lacks setae and is trans¬ 
versely and finely ridged. Dorsolaterally on each side the depression 
opens into an elongately ovoidal body which is completely concealed 
within the parietes, i.e., does not project into the coelomic cavity. On 
two specimens the location of the ovoidal bodies is indicated externally 
by rather conspicuous longitudinal swellings, one on each side just 
lateral to the margins of the midventral aperture. From the roof there 
hangs down into the lumen of each ovoidal body a slenderly conical, 
smooth, firm penis, slightly over 1 mm. in length. The male pore is at 
the ventral tip of this penis. At the extreme tip of the penis there is a 
perfectly transparent region in the form of a tiny cone. This cone is 
continuous with the cuticular covering of the penis and is apparently 
a thickened portion of the cuticle. This cuticular tip may be sharply 
outlined or abraded. 

There are no genital markings. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa S/9-9/10 are lacking; none of the septa 
thickly muscular though anteriorly some are slightly strengthened. 

The intestine begins in xv (3). The intestinal caeca are simple, long 
enough to reach into xix, with 7-10 small lobulations of the ventral 
margin posteriorly. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side (2) or the left side (1). The 
last pair of hearts is in xiii (3). All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral 
blood vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral (2). The posterior testis 
sac may or may not reach to 10/11, in the latter case the sac has a con¬ 
spicuously bilobed, anterior margin, the lobes rather conical and with a 
strand of tissue passing from the pointed tip of the cone to 10/11. The 
seminal vesicles are fairly large and fill their segments, covering over 
the dorsal blood vessel, the posterior vesicles the larger and pushing 
12/13-14/15 back into contact with 15/16. The prostates extend through 
some or all of xvi-xxi. The prostatic duct is 5-6 mm. long and is bent 
into a C-shape or into a spiral. The prostatic duct passes through the 
thickish wall of the ovoidal body within the parietes and into the base 
(dorsal portion) of the penis. There is no trace whatever of the penial 
invagination (ovoidal body) within the coelomic cavity but the ovoidal 
body can be easily dissected out after separating the strands of the 
longitudinal muscular layer. There are no markings within the invagi¬ 
nation. 

The spermathecal duct is about as long as or slightly shorter than the 
ampulla and is rather bulbous near the parietes where it receives the 
diverticulum, slightly narrowed within the inner portion of the body 
wall, abruptly narrowed further ectally. The ental portion of the duct 
has a rather wide lumen at the ectal end of which is a broadly conical, 
smooth papilla with a short slit at its centre. The diverticulum passes 
into the duct ectal to the papilla, the diverticular canal passing 
dorsally within the duct—and here wider than in the diverticular 
stalk—to open into the duct lumen at the margin of the papilla. Ectal 
to the papilla the lumen of the duct is very narrow. The diverticulum 
is longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla and is rather- 



1936.] G. E. Gates : The Earthworms of Burma. 427 

club-shaped, without external indication of demarcation into stalk and 
seminal chamber, gradually widened passing entally. An ectal portion 
has a muscular sheen, the ental portion a spermatozoal iridescence. The 
diverticulum may be twisted in a helical fashion or variously bent but 
is not zigzag looped. 

Parasites .— In the coelomic cavities of the anterior segments of three 
specimens there are numerous nematodes. 

Remarks .— The male genital terminalia and the association of their 
apertures in a common midventral depression are very similar to a con¬ 
dition that characterizes an undescribed species from Singapore. 

One spermatheca has a second diverticulum nearly as long as the 
normal diverticulum, the ental portion only very slightly widened and 
with no spermatozoal iridescence. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithecal, sperm athecal pores minute and invagi- 
nate, each pore within a small, parietal invagination with a shortly 
transverse, slit-like aperture, two pairs, on 7/8-8/9. Male pores minute 
and invaginate, each pore at the ventral end of a slenderly conical penis 
on the roof of a thick-walled, longitudinally ovoidal invagination in the 
parietes opening to the exterior in the lateral portion of a transversely 
rectangular, unpaired, median depression. Setae : viii/12-15, xviii/0 
91/xii. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 100-140 mm. Diameter 
5-6 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple but with small lobulations of the ventral 
margin posteriorly. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. The lumen in 
the ental part of the spermathecal duct large and communicating with 
the narrowed lumen of the ectal portion through a short slit at the centre 
of a broadly conical, smooth papilla ; diverticulum longer than combined 
lengths of duct and ampulla, club-shaped, without external differentia¬ 
tion into stalk and seminal chamber, twisted in a helical fashion or 
variously bent. 


Pheretima luxa, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From the Indian Museum : 1 clitellate specimen 
labelled, “ Mule track between Mao-Hsao and Namkham. N. 
Shan States, Burma, ca 3,700 ft. H. S. Rao. Nov. 1926 ”. 

External characteristics. —Length 190 mm. Diameter 10 mm. No 
traces of pigmentation visible. 

The setae are unusually small, very closely spaced and ventrally, at 
least on some segments, with the appearance of being zigzagged so that 
the setal circle has a slightly serrate appearance. Formula : xvii/33, 
xviii/15, xix/36+. (The preservation is such that the cuticle cannot 
be removed without damage to the epidermis, hence the incompleteness 
of the formula.) 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13. 

The clitellum is annular, extending from just behind the setae of xiii 
to just in front of the setae of xvii; dorsal pores, intersegmental furrows 
and setae lacking, furrows 13/14 and 16/17 and the dorsal pores of these 
furrows also lacking. 

E % 
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The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on 
5/6-8/9, the margins of the segments in the vicinity of the pores rather 
protuberant. 

There is a single female pore. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a tiny, 
conical swelling that is not distinctly demarcated basally. 

The genital markings are on xviii, but slightly dislocating 17/18 ante¬ 
riorly and 18/19 posteriorly, just median to the male pores, two pairs, 
one pair presetal and one pair postsetal. The markings are transversely 
oval, slightly depressed, the markings of a side separated by a fine, 
transverse ridge in line with the setae but on which no setae are visible. 
The ridge ends laterally against the base of the conical male porophore 
which in turn merges imperceptibly into the two genital markings at 
their lateral margins. 

Internal anatomy .—Septum 5/6 is thickly muscular; 6/7-7/8 very 
thickly muscular; 8/9-9/10 lacking; 10/11-11/12 very thickly mus¬ 
cular ; 12/13 and succeeding septa extremely delicate. 

On the oesophagus just behind the gizzard is a high, glandular collar ; 
deeply incised into 10 lobes. The intestinal caeca are simple, the margins 
smooth except for septal constrictions which may be fairly deep. 

The last pair of hearts is in xiii. All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the 
ventral vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired, ventral, and so placed that the nerve 
cord is within each sac ; the floor of the sac apparently attached to the 
ventral surface of the cord as a needle cannot be passed between the two 
as in P. sonella sp. nov. The seminal vesicles of both xi and xii are 
vertical bodies, lateromesially flattened against the gut, reaching up¬ 
wards to or nearly to the dorsal blood vessel. The prostates extend 
through xvi-xx. The prostatic duct is 14 mm. long, bent into a hairpin 
loop (on one side of the body), the ectal limb thicker than the ental limb 
and with pronounced muscular sheen. The duct extends through 
xvii and xviii. 

The spermathecal ampullae are distended, the duct slender and much 
shorter than the ampulla. The diverticulum passes into the anterior 
face of the duct at the parietes, is longer than the combined lengths of 
duct and ampulla, slender, with muscular sheen ectally and spermatozoal 
iridescence entally but with little further external indication of differen¬ 
tiation into stalk and seminal chamber. 

In xviii, on each side, is a sessile, glandular mass scarcely protuberant 
into the coelomic cavity, immediately median to the ectal end of the 
prostatic duct. 

Remarks .—In the same tube as the types of P. sonella and the type 
of P. luxa is a worm that shares the common characteristics of the two 
species just mentioned. Length 280 mm. Diameter 10 mm. Male 
pores minute and superficial, each pore towards the lateral margin of a 
transversely rectangular area which is 2£ mm. wide and 1 mm. long, 
demarcated anteriorly, and posteriorly by a fairly’ deep, transverse 
furrow, laterally by a slight furrow and mesially not at all. There are no 
definite genital markings but 17/18 is beDt anteriorly though only slightly 
while 18/19 is bent posteriorly, in both cases as in P. luxa. It is in this 
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region that the luxa genital markings should be located. The sper- 
mathecal diverticulum is bound firmly by connective tissue to the duct 
and ampulla and is bent into a more or less regular approximation to a 
zigzag looping. Except as noted above, and in so far as the condition of 
the specimen permits recognition, the worm is like the type of P. luxa. 

P. luxa is very similar to P. sonella from which it is distinguished at 
present by the smaller number of male setae on xviii and differences in 
size, number and location of the genital markings, (possibly also by the 
smooth margins of the intestinal caeca, the differences in the shape of 
the seminal vesicles of xii, and the region of thickening of the prostatic 
duct). 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial. Genital 
markings transversely oval, median to the male pore lines, on xviii, one 
presetal and one postsetal pair. Setae very small and very closely 
spaced: xvii/33, xviii/15, xix/36. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 
190 mm. Diameter 10 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper- 
mathecal diverticulum longer than the combined lengths of duct and 
ampulla, slender. Genital marking glands sessile on the parietes. 

Pheretima malaca, nom. nov. 

1933. Pheretima maculosa (non P. maculosus Hatai 1930), Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. 

XXXV, p. 534. (Type locality, Kamaungthwe River, Tavoy Dis¬ 
trict.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Dense jungle near water ”, Lashio Sept. 1935, 3 clitellate speci¬ 
mens. H. Young. 

External characteristics .—Length 55 mm. Diameter 2 mm. The 
first dorsal pore appears to be on 12/13 but there are pore-like markings 
on 11/12 on all specimens. 

There are only four male setae on xviii on each of the specimens. 
Dorsally the setae are retracted so that accurate counts cannot be made. 
On one of the parasitized types the numbers are 56/iii, 77/viii, 61/xii, 
50/xx. 

The spermathecal and male pores are minute and superficial. 

The genital markings are in two or three rather irregular, transverse 
rows in the region of 17/18, the rows reaching laterally nearly to the male 
pore lines. The markings are tiny, circular, sharply demarcated discs. 
On each of the two specimens there is a single marking on vii, on the 
right side, slightly median to the spermathecal pore line and just behind 
the setae. On one of these specimens there is in addition an unpaired, 
postsetal median each on x-xii. 

Internal anatomy .—As in the original specimens, hearts belonging 
to x or xi have not been found. (One of the specimens was carefully 
dissected under the highest power of the binocular.) The pair of hearts 
immediately in front of the testis sac of x is regarded as belonging to 
segment ix. The dorsal blood vessel is either on or within the dorsal 
wall of the testis sac of x. 

The testis sac of x is annular, the sac of xi U-shaped. The seminal 
vesicles of xi are included within the posterior testis sac. 
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The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla from which it is 
sharply marked off. The diverticulum is shorter than the combined 
lengths of duct and ampulla and comprises a stalk, the ectal portion of 
which is smooth and regular while the ental portion is twisted or bent 
irregularly, and a small, shortly ovoidal, seminal chamber sharply 
marked off from, but only slightly thicker than the stalk. The chambers 
are clear and transparent, without spermatozoal iridescence. In the 
ectal part of the diverticulum the lumen is very narrow, the width less 
than the thickness of the wall. In the middle part the lumen is 
gradually widened. 

Remarks .—The types were heavily parasitized and are probably 
somewhat abnormal. No parasites have been found in the new speci¬ 
mens which may be regarded as more nearly normal. 

The species has been known hitherto only from the types and the 
type locality. The latter is in Tavoy district quite some distance south 
of Lashio. It is curious that the species has not been found in the region 
between these two localities, since considerable collecting has been done 
in this area. 

Diagnosis. —Bithecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, one 
pair, on 6/7. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore on a large, 
circular, disc-shaped porophore. Genital markings tiny, circular discs ; 
in transverse rows on or near 17/18 (18/19); postsetal, one or two median 
to the spermathecal pore lines on vii and viii, (median on xi-xii). Setae 
present ventrally on all clitellar segments : vii/26-31, xvii/10-12, xviii/4-10, 
xix/12-14, 56/iii, 77/viii, 61/xii, 4-9/xiv, 3-10/xv, 7-11/xvi, 50-57/xx. 
First dorsal pore on 10/11-12/13. Length 46-82 mm. Diameter 2-4 
mm. Segments 109-119. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Hearts of x and xi lacking. Testis sacs 
unpaired ; of x annular, of xi U-shaped. Seminal vesicles of xi included 
within the posterior testis sac. Spermathecal diverticulum comprising 
a short stalk with narrow lumen, a twisted or irregularly bent middle 
portion in which the lumen is wider, and a small, ovoidal seminal cham¬ 
ber. Genital marking glands stalked and coelom ic. 

Pheretima mamillana Gates. 

1931. Pheretima mamillana, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 400. (Type 

locality, Ye.) 

1932. Pheretima mamillana. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 470. 

1933. Pheretima mamillana. Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 538. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of twelve specimens are 
shown below 
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The primary spermatbecal pores are large, superficial, transversely 
oval or slit-like. 

Internal anatomy .—The glandular collar on the oesophagus behind 
the gizzard is broken into a series of isolated lobes. The intestinal caeca 
aTe simple, reaching into xviii to xx or long enough to do so when 
straightened out, the margins smooth. The intestine begins in xv (10). 

The single heart of ix is on the left side (5) or the right side (5). The 
last pair of hearts is in xiii (10). 

The testis sacs are paired and ventral (10). The ventral margins of 
the seminal vesicles of xi may be attached lightly to the roofs of the testis 
sacs but can be removed without opening the sacs. The prostatic duct 
is 2-4 mm. long, nearly straight, with muscular sheen, passing into the 
centre of the dorsal face of the copulatory chamber. 

On the coelomic face of the copulatory chamber but always covered 
over by connective tissue are shortly stalked glands. There is always 
a pair of these glands on the median face of the chamber, the stalks pass¬ 
ing into the wall near to but not at the parietes. On the lateral face 
of the chamber there is always glandular material. This material may 
be in one mass but with two groups of stalks passing independently into 
the wall of the chamber or with only one group of stalks, or the glandular 
material may be in two discrete masses each with its own group of stalks. 
The point of entrance into the chamber of the lateral glands is more dorsal 
than that of the median glands. The male porophore or penial body 
nearly covers the roof of the copulatory chamber and is transversely 
elliptical in outline and in most chambers may be described as a low but 
definite papilla. A transversely slit-like depression on the papilla is, 
however, so large and deep that the porophore has the appearance in 
most specimens of a thick annulus. On the wall of the depression 
(internal face of the ring) are two small, circular, greyish, translucent, 
definitely demarcated but not protuberant genital markings. The 
roof of the depression is very finely wrinkled and bears the minute, male 
pore. The condition just described is evidently that of complete retrac¬ 
tion. Several specimens have the invagination at the centre of the 
porophore slightly everted to form a thin, wrinkled frill around the inner 
margin of the annulus. Presumably the invagination can be completely 
everted. In an everted condition the porophore might be expected to 
be conical with a firm base and softer, wrinkled ventral portion, the male 
pore at or near the tip, the markings od the side. On the median wall 
of each copulatory chamber, at the tip of shortly columnar protuberances 
into the lumen are two further, circular genital markings, each marking 
with a tiny, circular depression at the centre surrounded by a number of 
minute, greyish spots that may indicate the location of pores. Everted 
copulatory chambers have not yet been found in this species. 

The spermathecal duct is slightly bulbous, the thickest portion within 
the parietes. The lumen of the duct is wide, slightly narrowed passing 
entally, the wall with longitudinal ridges. The diverticulum passes into 
the lateral face of the duct at or near to the parietes. The diverticular 
opening is recognizable as a minute pore on the lateral wall of the duct 
when the latter is slit open. The diverticular stalk is long and slender, 
poped entally, the looping in part approximate g to zi gzag. The stalk is 
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3-6 times as long as the ovoidal to shortly ellipsoidal seminal chamber, 
the latter marked off from the stalk by a slight but definite constriction. 
The wall of the lumen in the stalk is provided with longitudinal ridges. 
The walk of the seminal chamber is thin and smooth internally. 

Parasites. —Coelomic parasites (cysts) in considerable numbers were 
found in seven specimens. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores large and superficial, 
three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male pores minute and invagmate, each pore 
within a deep, transversely slit-like depression located on a transversely 
elliptical papilla on the roof of a copulatory chamber. Genital 
markings internal only ; two markings on the median wall of the copu¬ 
latory chamber, two smaller markings within the depression on the male 
porophore. Setae : vii/20-25, viii/20-26, xvii/15-18, xviii/7-13, xix/14-19, 
30-40/iii, 37-51/viii, 43-56/xii, 44-56/xiii, 47-56/xx. First dorsal pore 
on 12/13. Length 132-210 mm. Diameter 5-7 mm. Segments 141-157 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs paired and ventral. Two 
shortly stalked glands on the median face of each copulatory chamber 
and two on the lateral face. The spermathecal diverticulum passes 
into the lateral face of the duct and comprises an ovoidal to shortly 
ellipsoidal chamber constricted off from a slender stalk, the latter 
looped entally and 3-6 times as long as the chamber. 

Pheretima manicata Gates. 

1931. Pheretima suctoria var. manicata , Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 414. 

(Type locality, Moulmein.) 

1932. Pheretima manicata var. typica. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 526. 

Material examined. —From, local collections : 

Moulmein and vicinity, Aug. 1935, 46 aclitellate and 24 clitellate 
specimens. K. John. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 1 aclitellate and 41 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

External characteristics. —The number of setae on xvi varies from 
18 to 32 as follows : 31, 20, 29, 18, 32, 29, 28, 20, 21, 31, 19. The seta! 
formulae of five specimens from Moulmein are shown below :— 
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The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a small, 
circular, disc-shaped porophore. 

The long axis of the genital markings is always longitudinal. Each 
specimen has one pair of markings only. On one specimen the genital 
markings pass through the setal circle of xix, and anteriorly reach onto 
xvii. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens.) The intestinal caeca 
are compound, glove-shaped, the dorsalmost secondary caecum always 
the shortest. The ventral, secondary caeca may be of about the same 
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length or the ventralmost may be the longest. In the first postcaecal 
segment or each of the first two or three post-caecal segments there is on 
each side of the gut a vertical, rather ridge-like protuberance. This ridge 
may be lateromesially flattened against the gut, in which case it looks 
much like an ordinary sacculation, or it may be anteroposteriorly com¬ 
pressed. In the latter case the lateral margin is usually lobed, the inci¬ 
sions marking off definitely finger-shaped but short, secondary caeca. 

The seminal vesicles, possibly as a result of faulty preservation, are 
soft and sticky, adherent to the septa and to the testis sacs. The vesicles 
cannot be dissected out without removing part of the wall of the testis 
sac or tearing the outer membrane of the vesicle. The testis sacs of x 
and xi are pushed posteriorly so as to have the appearance of being 
within xi and xii. The seminal vesicles of xii are attached to the pos¬ 
terior testis sac just above the male funnels, the removal of the vesicles 
exposing the funnels. The vesicles of xi are similarly attached to the 
anterior testis sac. The testis sac of xi is unpaired and suboesophageal 
in all the specimens. The testis sac of x in most of the specimens is also 
unpaired and suboesophageal. In several worms the testicular coagulum 
is not continuous from one side of the sac to the other so that there 
results an appearance as of a pair of sacs. 

The sperm athecal diverticulum is longer than the combined lengths 
of duct and ampulla and may be twice as long. The diverticulum com¬ 
prises a short stalk that is nearly straight and with a narrow, central 
lumen and an elongate seminal chamber. The latter is twisted into a 
more or less spheroidal mass and comprises two parts, an ectal portion 
which is of about the same thickness as the stalk but with wider lumen 
and an ental portion that is still thicker and with a still wider lumen, the 
two portions not sharply demarcated. The duct is much shorter than 
the ampulla, with a large lumen, and is abruptly narrowed within the 
parietes. The sperm athecal ampullae are distended. The material in 
the ental portion of the ampulla is translucent, almost transparent and 
soft. The material in the ectal portion of the ampulla and reaching into 
the duct is opaque, white and hard. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore on a 
small, circular, disc-shaped porophore. Genital markings one pair, 
with long axis longitudinal, median to the male porophores, extending 
to or across 17/18 and 18/19. Setae present ventrally on xvi: vi/23-32, 
vii/24-32, viii/24-32, xvii/23-29, xviii/4-9, xix/23-30, 46-58/iii, 60-72/viii, 
60-73/xii, 18-32/xvi, 64-73/xx. The clitellar glandularity ends poste¬ 
riorly with the setae of xvi. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 56-111 
mm. Diameter 4-6 mm. Segments 68-95. 

Intestinal caeca compound, glove-shaped, dorsalmost secondary 
caecum the shortest. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal 
diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla, with 
short, straight stalk, seminal chamber twisted irregularly into a roughly 
spheroidal mass, an ectal portion of the chamber of same thickness as 
the stalk but with wider lumen, the ental portion slightly thicker. Geni¬ 
tal marking glands sessile, interrupting the musculature and slightly 
protuberant into the coelomic cavity. 
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Pheretima meridiana Gates. 

1929. Pheretima houlleti (part), Stephenson, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXI, p. 237. 

1932. Pheretima campanulata var. meridiana, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, 

p. 457. (Type locality, Myittha, Tavoy District.) 

1933. Pheretima campanulata var. meridiana, Gates, Rec. Ind. Mus. XXXV, 

p. 511. 

Material examined. —From, the Indian Museum : 1 dissected, clitellate 
specimen labelled, “ Pheretima houlleti (E. Perr.). Nyaungbin, 
a village at the north end of the Indawgyi Lake, Myitkyina Dist., 
U. Burma. B. Chopra. 7-10.xi.26. W 3267/1.” 

From local collections: 

Foot of Thandaung Hill, Sept. 1935, 14 clitellate specimens. 
G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 5, Sept. 1935, 4 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 6, Sept. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

“ Under clods in tea garden ”, Tan Yang, Mong Yai State, Sept. 

1935, 2 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Sandy soil covered with leaves on wooded hillside ”, Man Peng, 
Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, two clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ Grassy ground near bank of a small stream ”, Nawng Lon, 
Mang Lun State, Sept. 1935, 3 clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

External characteristics. —Complete circles of setae are present on all 
clitellar segments. A few of tlie clitellar setae have been examined; 
all have a bifid tip, some with a web between the two prongs of the tip. 
The setal formulae of seven specimens are shown below :— 
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The spermathecal pores are minute and invaginate, each pore on a 
tiny, conical protrusion into a slit-like invagination with a transversely 
slit-like aperture. The roof of the invagination projects slightly into the 
coelomic cavity. Into the roof of this invagination the spermathecal 
duct passes and in such a way that duct and invagination are indis¬ 
tinguishable, the appearance as of a rather thick duct passing through 
the parietes. The duct is actually short, bulbous, abruptly narrowed 
to a tiny, conical pointed portion within the roof of the spermathecal 
invagination. Into the anterior face of each invagination passes the duct 
of a stalked gland. A duct of a similar stalked gland passes into the 
posterior face of each invagination and like the duct of the anterior gland 
just at or slightly within the parietes. Within each spermathecal invagi¬ 
nation there are two genital markings, one on the anterior wall and one 
on the posterior wall. These markings are small, circular, with a greyish 
translucent appearance and are sharply demarcated by a slight but evi¬ 
dent circumferential furrow. 
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External genital markings have been found only on two specimens. 
On one of the exceptional worms there is a single genital marking of the 
campanulata type slightly median to each spermathecal pore, on or close 
to the intersegmental furrow. On the second specimen there is a genital 
marking on the posteriormost margin of vii, just median to each sper¬ 
mathecal aperture of 7/8. 

Internal anatomy .—On the oesophagus just behind the gizzard there 
is a slight, interrupted, glandular collar. The intestinal caeca may be 
constricted by the septa through which they pass but definite lobulations 
of the dorsal or ventral margins have not been noted (20). 

The last pair of hearts is in xiii (20). The single heart of ix is on the 
right side (9) or the left side (1); a pair of hearts belonging to ix in one 
specimen. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The testicular coagulum 
within the sacs may be in one continuous, transverse mass or may be 
separated into two discrete masses. In the latter case the roof and floor 
of the testis sac may be in contact just underneath the ventral blood 
vessel so that there appears to be two distinct testis sacs in a segment 
but it has been possible, in all of the specimens, to separate the roof and 
floor of the testis sac without, apparently, rupturing any tissue. If 
tissues were sticky the floor and roof of the sac might be so held together 
in the region of the ventral blood vessel that separation would be im¬ 
possible without rupturing the delicate membranes involved. In such 
circumstances there would appear to be present a pair of testis sacs in a 
segment. 

The seminal vesicles are smallish, quite definitely smaller than in P. 
camjpanulata and more like the seminal vesicles of P. houlleti. The 
primary ampulla is, relative to the size of the ventral lamina, larger than 
in campanulata. 

The copulatory chamber appears to be slightly larger, thicker walled 
and tougher than in campamdata. The dorsal face has a much smoother 
appearance than in the latter species. On the anterior face of each 
copulatory chamber are two (usually) or three glands covered over by 
connective tissue. The number of the glands does not seem to be 
related to the number of the genital markings within the copula¬ 
tory chamber. One glandular mass may have two or three stalks 
which can be readily separated, or the stalks of two separate glandular 
masses may pass to one genital marking. The stalks of the glands pass 
into the roof of the copulatory chamber median to the point of 
entrance of the prostatic duct. Glands were not found on the poste¬ 
rior face of any copulatory chamber. Penial setae are lacking in all 
specimens. The penial body has a distinctly bilobed appearance due to 
the presence of a genital marking. The male pore papilla at the 
ventral end of the penial body is somewhat conical in appearance but 
with a bluntly rounded tip and is surrounded by a preputial ring which 
bears the genital marking. The preputial ring can be cut back some 
distance from the male pore papilla the tip of which is alone visible, as a 
rule, without dissection. The penial body is slightly larger than in 
campanulata and may be rather conspicuously protuberant into the 
lumen of the copulatory chamber or retracted into the wall of the 
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chamber so deeply that it is not visible when the chamber is opened. 
On the median wall of the chamber there is always a single genital 
marking which may be at the end of a rod or column conspicuously 
protuberant into the lumen of the chamber. Fully everted copu- 
latory chambers have not yet been found in Burma but have been noted 
on one specimen of this species from the Bahamas (The genus Pheretima 
in North America. In press.). 

The stalk of the sperm athecal diverticulum is slender and usually 
shorter than the seminal chamber and may be slightly curved but is 
never looped. The seminal chamber is elongate, thicker than the stalk, 
looped in a more or less regularly zigzagged manner or an approximation 
thereto, the limbs of the loops in contact and bound together. The 
ental end of the seminal chamber may be slightly widened. The diverti¬ 
culum passes into the thickest portion of the duct, ental to the parietes 
The duct is shorter than the ampulla. The duct lumen is wide ental to 
the diverticular junction and communicates with the narrow lumen of 
the short portion of the duct within the wall of the spermathecal invagina¬ 
tion through an aperture in a groove on a shortly conical, smooth papilla. 
The groove is on the side of the papilla towards the diverticulum, the 
diverticular canal opening into the duct lumen near the base of the 
groove. 

Remarks. —Dissection is necessary for identification of this species 
and should include an examination of the interior of the copulatory 
chamber. Each copulatory chamber of fourteen specimens was opened. 
Of the remaining specimens of this year’s collections one copulatory 
chamber of each worm was opened. In the preliminary sorting the two 
specimens with genital markings were originally placed with campa- 
nulata and were only discovered on dissection (all specimens of campa- 
nulata secured this year have been opened and the contents of the copu¬ 
latory chambers examined). Presence of genital markings may have 
resulted in identification of earlier specimens as campanulata. 

In the Nyaungbin specimen, which Stephenson referred to P. houlleti, 
there are two stalked glands to each spermathecal invagination and with¬ 
in the copulatory chamber a characteristic, meridiana, male porophore. 
The specimen is normal. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and invaginate, 
each pore within an invagination (with transversely slit-like lumen and 
aperture) that reaches into the coelomic cavity ; three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. 
Male pores minute and invaginate, each pore on the ventral end of a penial 
body within a spheroidal, copulatory chamber ; at the tip of the penial 
body an annular, preputial lip on which is a genital marking, the pre¬ 
sence of the marking resulting in a bilobed appearance of the tip. Geni¬ 
tal markings tiny, circular, greyish, translucent areas sharply demar¬ 
cated by slight circumferential furrow, internal only—one marking on 
the anterior wall and one on the posterior wall of each spermathecal 
invagination, one marking on the median wall of each copulatory chamber 
in addition to the marking on tbe penial body. Setae present on all 
clitellar segments, clitellar setae with bifid tips : vii/11-17, viii/15-26 
xvii/15-21, xviii/10-16, xix/15-20, 20-26/iii, 30-40/viii, 44-54/xii, 48- 
60/xx. First dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 110-200 mm. Diameter 
3-8 mm. Segments 119-131. 
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Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. The 
lumen in the bulbous ental portion of the spermathecal duct opens into 
the lumen of the narrowed ectal portion of the duct through an aperture 
in a groove on the side of a shortly conical papilla ; diverticulum com¬ 
prising a slender stalk and a wider, elongate seminal chamber, the latter 
slightly widened entally and looped, often in a regular zigzag or an 
approximation thereto. One or more stalked glands on the anterior 
face of each copulatory chamber, one stalked gland to the anterior face 
and one to the posterior face of each spermathecal invagination. 


Pheretima morrisi (Beddard). 

1892. Perichaeta morrisi, Beddard, Proc. Zool. Soc ., London, 1892, p. 166. 

(Type locality, Penang. Type in the British Museum ?) 

1912. Pheretima browni (part), Stephenson, Pec. Ind. Mus. VII, p. 273. (Para- 
types with spermathecal pores in 5/6-6./7, in Indian Museum.) 

1926. Pheretima hawayana var. lineata. Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXVIII, p. 154. 
(Type locality, Taungyi.) 

1931. Pheretima hawayana , var. lineata, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 385. 

1932. Pheretima hawayana var. lineata , Gates, Pec . Ind. Mus . XXXIV, p. 434. 

1933. Pheretima hawayana. Gates, Pec . Ind. Mus . XXXV, p. 529. 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum: 56 clitellate speci¬ 
mens labelled, “ Dak Bungalow grounds, Kutkai, N. Shan States, 
Burma, ca 4,500 feet. H. S. Rao. Nov. 1926 ”, and 3 cli¬ 
tellate specimens labelled, “ Hsenwi, N. Shan States, Burma. 
H. S. Rao. Dec. 1926”. 

From local collections: 

Myitkyina, Sept. 1934, 2 clitellate specimens, K. John. 

Kutkai, Sept. 1935, 331 clitellate specimens. G. J. Geis. 
Mogok, Sept. 1935, 71 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna., 
“ Bamboo thicket ”, Nawnglon, Mang Lun State, Sept. 1935 
11 clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Bare ground under banyan tree ”, Nawng Kham, Mang Lun 
State, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. H. Young. 

“ Bamboo grove ”, Tan Yang, Mong Yai State, Sept. 1935, 12 
clitellate specimens. H. Young. 

“ Red soil, bamboo grove ”, Lawng Neu, Mong Lem State, Oct. 
1935, 20 clitellate specimens. Ca La (per H. Young). 

External characteristics. —Setae are present ventrally on xvi, number 
varying from 4 to 22 but usually 12 to 16. Setae may also occasionally 
be present ventrally od xiv and (or) xv. The setal formulae of ten speci¬ 
mens are shown below :— 


vi 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

24 

18 

12 

18 

33 

48 

54 

53 

19 

17 

14 

17 

30 

49 

51 

53 

24 

19 

16 

17 

30 

47 

54 

56 

22 

20 

12 

20 

29 

51 

56 

51 

26 

16 

13 

16 

36 

51 

52 

56 

25 

21 

14 

22 

39 

49 

55 

59 

23 

19 

12 

17 

34 

50 

48 

54 

16 

18 

14 

18 

31 

46 

51 

57 

23 

17 

13 

17 

• • 

50 

54 

51 

17 

23 

15 

21 

32 

50 

56 

58 


The position of the genital markings was noted on 75 specimens. On 
one of these worms there are no postclitellar markings ; of the other 74 
specimens, each has a pair of genital markings just median to each male 



438 


Records of the Indian Museum. [ Vol. XXXVIII, 


porophore, one marking presetal and one postsetal. In addition post¬ 
clitellar genital markings are present on 16 specimens as shown below :— 

a. One median, on xviii. 3 specimens. 

b. One median, right and left laterals, on xviii. 1 specimen. 

c. Bight and left laterals, on xviii. 1 specimen. 

d. Two medians, on xviii. 1 specimen. 

e. One lateral, left xviii; one lateral, right xix. 1 specimen. 

/. One lateral, right xix. 1 specimen. 

g. One lateral, left xix. 2 specimens. 

h. Right and left laterals, on xix. 4 specimens. 

i. One lateral, right side, one median, on xviii; one lateral, right 

xix. 1 specimen. 

j. One presetal lateral, one postsetal lateral, on xviii; the two extra 

markings forming, with the usual two, a longitudinal row 

of 4. 1 specimen. 

(All additional postclitellar markings are presetal unless 
otherwise noted. All lateral markings are just median 
to the male pore lines.) 

Preclitellar genital markings are located as shown below :— 

k. One median, on vi. 1 specimen. 

l. One median, on vii. 5 specimens. 

m. One median, on viii. 1 specimen. 

n. One median each on vi-vii. 4 specimens. 

o. One median each on vii-viii. 2 specimens. 

p. One median each on vi-viii. 3 specimens. 

q. One median each on v-viii. 1 specimen. 

r. One median each on vi-vii and laterals on vii. 2 specimens. 

s. One median each on vi-viii and laterals on vii. 2 specimens. 

t. One median and right and left laterals on vii. 14 specimens. 

u. Bight and left laterals only, on vii. 28 specimens. 

v. No preclitellar genital markings. 12 specimens. 

(All preclitellar genital markings are presetal, the laterals 
slightly median to the spermathecal pore lines.) 

Many of the Mogok specimens have no preclitellar markings and also 
lack additional postclitellar markings. 

Internal anatomy. —(Opened 77 specimens.) The intestinal caeca are 
simple but the ventral margin is always provided with several slight 
incisions marking off a series of very short lobes. The dorsoventral 
height of these lobes may be equal to the anteroposterior thickness or 
slightly greater. The dorsal margin may be slightly constricted by the 
septa. 

The testis sacs are paired in both x and xi (10 specimens). The sacs 
of xi may not reach to 10/11, a slender cord from the posterior face of the 
septum passing to the anteriormost point of each sac. The sacs of x may 
be small and suboesophageal, larger and directed anterolaterally on the 
floor of the coelomic cavity, or one of the sacs may be unusually large 
and protuberant dorsally at the side of the gut. A large testis sac in this 
position might readily be mistaken for a seminal vesicle. 
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The spermathecal duct is slender and elongate, not clearly marked off 
from the ampulla which is gradually narrowed passing ectally. The 
lumen of the duct is abruptly narrowed slightly ental to the diverticular 
junction. The diverticulum comprises a very short stalk with a narrow, 
rather irregular lumen (with a slightly zigzagged appearance), a middle 
portion slightly wider than the stalk and in which the lumen is reduced 
by thick, high, transversely placed, almost annular ridges, and a slen¬ 
derly club-shaped seminal chamber. 

One worm has an extra pair of spermathecae in viii, with pores on 
7/8. Two specimens have no spermathecae in vi. Specimens from 
Namkham referred with some doubt to P. hawayana (Gates 1933, p. 529) 
are in reality P. morrisi, each worm with one or two extra spermathecae 
in viii. Sexthecal specimens with spermathecal pores in 5/6-7/8 might 
readily be mistaken for hawayana but the positions of the genital 
markings and the number of spermathecal setae on vi enable identifica¬ 
tion as morrisi. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithecal, spermathecal pores minute and super¬ 
ficial, two pairs, on 5/6-6/7 Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on a tiny, transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. Genital markings 
small, transversely oval to circular tubercles ; two just median to each 
male porophore with one presetal and one postsetal; presetal and 
median on v, vi, vii and viii; presetal and just median to the sperma¬ 
thecal pore lines on vii and viii; presetal and just median to the male 
pore lines on xviii and xix ; postsetal and just median to the male pore 
lines on xvii and xviii. Setae present ventrally on xvi: vi/16-28, 
xvii/16-23, xviii/10-17, xix/16-23, 23-29/iii, 46-51/viii, 48-56/xii, 4-22/xvi, 
46-59/xx. First dorsal pore on 10/11. Length 40-150 mm. Diameter 
2£-6 mm. Segments 87-95. 

Intestinal caeca simple, with a few short lobes on the ventral margins. 
Testis sacs paired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with short 
stalk—lumen narrow and irregular, a middle portion with high, thick, 
transverse ridges, seminal chamber slenderly club-shaped. Genital 
marking glands stalked and coelomic. 

Pheretima nugalis Gates. 

1931. Pheretima nugalis, Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 402. (Type loca¬ 

lity, Kyaikmaraw, Amherst District.) 

1932. Pheretima nugalis , Gates, Pec. Ind . Mus . XXXIV, p. 401. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

External characteristics .—Length, 25-30 mm. Diameter, 2 mm. 
Segments, 85 and 87. 

Setae: v/11, vi/15, xvii/12, xviii/6, xix/14; v/15, vi/16, xvii/13, 
xviii/8, xix/12. 

The first dorsal pore is on 5/6, both specimens. On one worm the 
dorsal pores from 5/6-11/12 are wide open as on a part of the postclitellar 
region. The openings in the region anterior to 11/12 are not therefore 
the result of postmortem handling and are either functional dorsal pores 
or else weak spots in the integument that ruptured when the worm was 
killed. 
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The spermathocal pores are minute and superficial. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a transversely 
oval, disc-shaped porophore that is demarcated peripherally by a slight 
circumferential furrow. 

Genital markings are lacking. 

Internal anatomy .—The intestine begins in xv. The caeca are simple 
and very short, reaching only into xxvi or xxv. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The seminal vesicles are 
large and those of a segment are in contact mesially above the dorsal 
blood vessel, the vesicles of xii pushing 12/13 back into contact with 
13/14, the vesicles of xi pushing 10/11 anteriorly so that these organs 
appear to be in part alongside the gizzard. The anterior vesicles are 
attached to the roof of the testis sac of xi but can be removed without 
opening the sac. The prostatic duct is about \\ mm. long and is bent 
into a shortly u-shaped loop. 



Text-pig. 4. —Pheretima nugalis Gates, a , h . Seminal chamber and ontal portion of 
diverticular stalk of two spermathecae, Xca. 80. 


The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla. The diverti¬ 
culum is longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla or only 
very slightly shorter. In both specimens the seminal chamber is thicker 
and shorter than the stalk but in one worm both chambers are asymme¬ 
trical while in the other the chambers are nearly symmetrical. 

Remarks .—The species is distinct from P. zoysiae Chen 1933. 
Diagnosis. —Bithecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, one 
pair, on 5/6. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore at a centre 
of a large, transversely oval, disc-shaped porophore. Setae: v/11-15, 
vi/13-16, xvii/12-15, xviii/6-10, xix/12-14. First dorsal pore on 5/6. 
Length 25-30 mm. Diameter 2-2^ mm. Segments 70-87 

Intestinal caeca simple, very short. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. 
Spermathecal diverticulum with seminal chamber much thicker and 
shorter than the stalk, variable in shape, ovoidal, asymmetrical, bilobed 
or moniliform. 
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Pheretima pannosa, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

Pegu Yomas No. 1, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. G. E. Black- 
well. 

External characteristics .—Length 104 mm. Diameter 6 mm. Pig¬ 
mentation, reddish on the dorsum. 

The setae are small, closely and regularly spaced and begin on ii but 
on this segment are present only ventrally, three on one side and four 
on the other separated by a midventral gap. The circle on iii is com¬ 
plete. Formula: vii/31, viii/31, xvii/31, xviii/7-f-8, 62/iv, 85/viii, 
93/xii, 89/xx. 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (?). 

The clitellum does not quite reach either 13/14 or 16/17 ; inter- 
segmental furrows, dorsal pores and setae lacking. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, three pairs, on 
6/7-8/9. 

There is a single female pore. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a small, 
transversely oval, disc-like porophore which is 4-5 intersetal intervals 
wide transversely. 

The single genital marking is nearly circular, extending from 17/18 
to 19/20 and laterally to a point on each side about 4 setal intervals 
median to the median margins of the male porophores. The setal circles 
of xviii and xix are interrupted by the genital marking. The marking 
is slightly raised, with a smooth, level surface and with no differentiation 
into a rim and central portion. 

Internal anatomy. —Septa 8/9-9/10 are lacking. 

The intestine begins in xv. The intestinal caeca are simple, extend¬ 
ing from xxvii into xxiv. The postgizzard glandular collar on the 
oesophagus is represented by a few scattered and small lobes, not in a 
continuous ring. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side. The hearts of x are small. 
The last pair of hearts is in xiii. All hearts of ix to xiii pass into the 
ventral blood vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The prostates are small, 
the duct S-shaped. 

The spermathecae are not, apparently, fully developed and the diver¬ 
ticula are without spermatozoal iridescence. The duct is shorter than 
the ampulla from which it is not clearly marked off. The diverticulum 
passes into the anterior face of the duct at the parietes and is looped— 
except for a very short, ental portion, the looping in part zigzag, slightly 
widened passing entally but with no external demarcation into stalk or 
chamber. The lumen is wide throughout. 

The genital marking gland is sessile on the parietes, the portion in 
the coelomic cavity softish and readily scraped off leaving a much harder 
part within the parietes. 

Remarks .— P. pannosa is distinguished from P. carinensis by the 
ventral testis sacs and the excluded seminal vesicles, from P. fucosa 
Gates 1933 by the single genital marking. 

F 
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Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on a small, transversely oval, disc-like porophore. The single genital 
marking extends from 17/18 to 19/20 and laterally to a point 4 intersetal 
intervals median to the median margin of the male porophore. Setae 
lacking dorsally on ii: vii/31, viii/31, xvii/27, xviii/7+8, 62/iv, 85/viii, 
93/xii, 89/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 104 mm. Diameter 
6 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and am¬ 
pulla, looped, with no external demarcation into stalk and seminal 
chamber. Genital marking gland sessile on the parietes. 


Pheretima pauxillula, sp. nov. 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum ; 15 clitellate speci¬ 
mens, labelled, “ Kutkai, N. Shan States, Burma, ca 4,500 feet. 

Dak Bungalow grounds. H. S. Rao. Nov. 1926”. 

From local collections: 

“ Rotten leaves, dense jungle”, Peng Sai, Mang Lun State, Oct. 
1935, 3 clitellate specimens. H. Young. (Of these, two 
are macerated and one abnormal.) 

External characteristics. —Length 25-47 mm. Diameter 1-2 mm. 
Segments 84-91. No trace of pigmentation visible. 

The setae begin on ii and are small, closely and regularly spaced. 
There are no very definite mid-dorsal or midventral gaps in the setal 
circles. Formulae : xvii/12, xviii/10, xix/14 ; xvii/13, xviii/8, xix/14 ; 
xvii/13, xviii/11, xix/13 ; v/15, vi/19, xvii/12, xviii/7, xix/13 : xvii/12, 
xviii/9, xix/13 ; xvii/14, xviii/10, xix/14. 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (5). 

The clitellum is annular, extending from 13/14 to 16/17 ; interseg- 
mental furrows and dorsal pores lacking ; setae probably lacking, though 
on one specimen there are slight indications of the presence of setae 
ventrally on xvi. 

The spermathecal pores are not recognizable on any of the specimens 
but are obviously minute, and superficial; three pairs, on 4/5-6/7, the 
intersegmental location determined by tracing the spermathecal ducts 
through the parietes. (The number of spermathecal setae in one of the 
formulae above was determined after the spermathecal ducts had been 
traced through the body wall.) 

There is a single female pore. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at the centre 
of a circular, protuberant area on xviii that extends to or almost to 17/18 
and 18/19. 

There are no genital markings on any of the specimens. 

Internal anatomy. —Septa 4/5-7/8 and 10/11-12/13 are strengthened 
but membranous (transparent) ; 8/9-9/10 lacking. 

The intestine begins in xvi (5). The intestinal caeca are simple, 
short, extending through two or three segments ; the margins occasion¬ 
ally constricted, and in one specimen deeply, by the septa through which 
they pass, but otherwise without marginal lobing. 
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The last pair of hearts is in xiii (5). All hearts of ix-xiii pass into 
the ventral vessel. 

The testis sacs of both x and xi appear to be horseshoe-shaped. Ven- 
trally the sacs appear to terminate just at the sides of the ventral blood 
vessel. If, however, the testis sacs are annular and the testicular coa- 
gulum is not continuous underneath the ventral blood vessel it might 
be impossible or very difficult to determine the annular character of 
the testis sacs, in such small specimens, and especially if the floor and 
roof of the sac were stuck together. The testicular coagulum is con¬ 
tinuous throughout the sac from the ventral vessel clear around to the 
other side of the same vessel. The sacs pass over the dorsal blood vessel 
and can be lifted off therefrom without rupturing any tissue. The 
ventral ends of the testis sac of x pass anteriorly from and perpendicular 
to 10/11, on the parietes parallel to the nerve cord for some distance, 
before turning to pass dorsally and these ventral suboesophageal portions 
of the sac are noticeably thicker than the flattened, straplike, lateral 
and dorsal portions. The hearts of x and xi are excluded from the sacs, 
except ventrally and close to the ventral trunk. The sac of x is not 
attached to the anterior face of 10/11 as is usually the case but is some 
distance in front of that septum and between the hearts of ix and x. 
The sac of xi is anteriorly located, close to the posterior face of 10/11. 
The seminal vesicles of xi are very small and are included within the 
posterior testis sac. The seminal vesicles of xii are smallish, vertical 
bodies on the posterior face of 12/13. The prostates extend through 
some or all of segments xvi-xxi. The prostatic duct is 1£ mm. long, 
straight, or almost so, with a tiny, short, twist or quirk in the 
narrowed, entalmost portion. The straight, almost spindle-shaped 
portion has a distinct muscular sheen. 

The three pairs of spermathecae are in v, vi and vii (5) and pass into 
the parietes anteriorly so that the pores must be either in or close to 
4/5-6/7 The duct is slender, at least as long as, usually longer than, 
the ovoidal ampulla. The diverticulum is shorter than the combined 
lengths of duct and ampulla, passes into the duct at or within the parietes 
and comprises a stalk and a slightly thicker, shorter, seminal chamber, 
which may be ovoidal, spheroidal, or irregular in shape, and may or may 
not be clearly marked off from the stalk. The spermathecal ampullae 
and the seminal chamber of the five dissected specimens are all tran¬ 
slucent or transparent, no spermatozoal iridescence in the seminal cham¬ 
bers. 

Remarks. —Three sexthecal species of Pheretima with spermathecal 
pores in 4/5-6/7 are known; P. fida Michaelsen 1913 from New Caledonia, 
P. ophiodes Michaelsen 1930 from the Philippines, and P. fiavarundoida 
Chen 1935 from Hongkong. From all of these P. pauxillula is readily 
distinguished by its small size. The Burmese species is further distin¬ 
guished from ophiodes by the presence of intestinal caeca ; from fida 
by the absence of genital markings, the absence of 9/10 and the presence 
of intestinal caeca ; and from fiavarundoida by the absence of genital 
markings, exclusion of the hearts of x and xi from the testis sacs, and the 
shape of the spermathecal diverticulum. 

The cuticle could not be removed without damage to the epidermis, 
hence the setal formulae are not as complete as is desirable. 

E 2 
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Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermatliecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 4/5-6/7 Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
at the centre of a large protuberant area reaching to or nearly to 17/18 
and 18/19. Setae : v/15, vi/19, xvii/12-14, xviii/7-11, xix/13-14. First 
dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 25-47 mm. Diameter 1-2 mm. Seg¬ 
ments 84-91. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and horseshoe-shaped. 
Seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior testis sac. Sper- 
mathecal diverticulum with spheroidal to ovoidal or irregular seminal 
chamber slightly thicker and shorter than the stalk. 

Pheretima peguana (Kosa). 

1890. Perichaeta peguana, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Oenova, XXX, p. 113. (Type 
locality, Rangoon. Type in the Genoa Museum.) 

1895. Perichaeta peguana, Beddard, Monog. p. 403. 

1900. Pheretima peguana, Michaelsen, Das Tierreich, x, p. 292. 

1923. Pheretima peguana, Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F. B. I. Series, p. 308. 

1925. Pheretima peguana. Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) XVI, p. 561. 

1926. Pheretima peguana. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXVIII, p. 161. 

1929. Pheretima peguana, Stephenson, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIX, p. 238. 

1930. Pheretima peguana, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXII, p. 318. 

1931. Pheretima peguana. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 404. 

1932. Pheretima peguana. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 481. 

1933. Pheretima peguana, Gates Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 504. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

Mt. Popa, 4,500 feet, Oct. 1935, 2 clitellate specimens, F. G. 
Dickason. 

Mogok, Sept. 1935, 135 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 

Kyaikmaraw, Aug. 1935, 11 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 38 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

Bhamo and vicinity. Sept. 1934, 36 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1935, 1 aclitellate and 74 clitellate 
specimens. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of 10 specimens selected 
at random from the more southern collections are shown below. The 
number of setae on xx, of eight of the Bhamo and Myitkyina specimens, 
was also determined, and is as follows : 55, 57, 61, 62, 63, 62, 64, 58. 


vii 

viii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

15 

17 

11 

9 

13 

34 

45 

56 

60 

21 

23 

13 

8 

13 

37 

54 

63 

62 

16 

22 

12 

8 

13 

39 

52 

57 

60 

23 

24 

16 

14 

17 

38 

53 

61 

65 

20 

19 

15 

9 

14 

40 

48 

58 

60 

16 

17 

13 

8 

12 

36 

45 

55 

56 

24 

24 

16 

9 

16 

34 

52 

62 

65 

19 

24 

16 

11 

15 

37 

55 

59 

64 

21 

23 

16 

8 

16 

32 

51 

60 

64 

19 

21 

14 

9 

11 

30 

49 

56 

62 


The male pore is minute and invaginate, each pore at the centre of 
a tiny, circular area on the posterior wall, near the roof of a deep parietal 
invagination with a wide, transversely slit-like aperture and a trans¬ 
versely slit-like lumen. The invagination is vertical, not diagonal as 
in some of the Chinese species. The male pore tubercle has a greyish 
appearance, which clearly marks it off from the wall of the invaginations 
The surface of the male pore tubercle is very slightly convex. 
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Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens.) The intestinal caeca 
are simple, the dorsal and ventral margins smooth except for slight 
septal constrictions. 

There are no hearts belonging to x (10). 

The seminal vesicles of xi are attached to the roofs of the testis sacs 
but can be dissected off without opening the sacs. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla but appears to 
be much shorter than is actually the case for the ampulla is bound ectally 
to the duct just above the duct-diverticulum junction. As a result 
the duct has the appearance of being invaginated into the interior of the 
ampulla, the ental end of the duct with a funnel-like appearance, the 
concave face of the funnel facing dorsally. The lumen of the duct is 
wide in the entalmost portion, narrowing gradually passing ectally, 
especially narrow ectal to the diverticular junction. The diverticular 
stalk is slender, with narrow but slightly irregular (not straight) lumen. 
The middle portion of the diverticulum is much longer than the stalk, 
slightly thicker to twice as thick as the stalk, irregularly looped. The 
lumen varies in width from one section to another and in the same section 
from one spermatheca to another but is usually not wider than the thick¬ 
ness of the wall, and in parts is quite narrow. The seminal chamber 
i3 spheroidal to shortly ovoidal, slightly constricted off from the middle 
portion of the diverticulum. The diverticulum is longer than the com¬ 
bined lengths of duot and ampulla. 

The genital marking glands interrupt the longitudinal musculature 
and protrude slightly into the coelomic cavity and are provided with 
thickly muscular walls. The lumen is central, narrow, reduced by 
several vertical ridges, the wall with a smooth, shining appearance. 

The roof of the parietal invagination containing the male pore pro¬ 
trudes slightly into the coelomic cavity but the lumen does not reach 
dorsally above the level of the inner face of the parietes. The prostatic 
duct which is slender and short passes into the lateral face of the inva¬ 
gination. 

Abnormalities .—One of the Bhamo specimens has a number of abnor¬ 
malities. Segments iv and v are not marked off from each other dorsally, 
the setal circles of iv and v uniting laterally on each side and passing 
across the dorsum as a single though slightly irregular setal line. The 
spermathecal pores are on 7/8-8/9 on the left side, on 6/7-7/8 on the 
right side. The male pore invaginations are everted as columnar poro* 
phores, one pair on xvii, and one each on the left sides of xviii, xix and 
xx. The genital markings are paired and postsetal on xvi, a single 
marking each on 17/18 (right side) and on 20/21 (left side). There are 
four prostates, each with a duct, on the left side. The vas deferens 
of the left side passes into the prostatic duct of xvii. 

Remarks. — P. peguana has not hitherto been found on the Shan 
plateau in spite of fairly extensive collecting in the last few years. Yet 
it seems to be quite common in and around Mogok. 

Diagnosis. —Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male pores minute and invaginate, each pore on 
a tiny, translucent, circular area on the posterior wall near the roof 
of a deep, vertical, parietal invagination with transversely slit-like 
lumen and aperture. Genital markings transversely oval, with a firm 
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surface and conspicuous though small, central pore, two pairs, on 17/18 
and 18/19. Setae : vii/15-24, viii/17-25, xvii/11-16, xviii/6-14, xix/11-17, 
30-40/iii, 45-55/viii, 55-63/xii, 55-65/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. 
Length 140-240 mm. Diameter 5-8 mm. Segments 98-121. 

Septum 10/11 and hearts of x lacking. Intestinal caeca simple. 
Testis sacs widely paired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with 
slender stalk, long, thicker, middle portion with lumen variable in width, 
seminal chamber spheroidal to shortly ovoidal and small. Genital 
marking glands approximately spheroidal, with thick, muscular walls, 
slightly protuberant into the coelomic cavity, with small vertical, central 
lumen. 


Pheretima planata Gates. 

1926. Pheretima planata. Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) XVII, p. 411. 
(Type locality, Rangoon.) 

1926. Pheretima planata. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXVIII, p. 162. 

1929. Pheretima planata, Stephenson, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXI, p. 238. 

1930. Pheretima planata. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXII, p. 320. 

1931. Pheretima planata, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 405. 

1932. Pheretima planata, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 411. 

1933. Pheretima planata. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 541. 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum : one clitellate speci¬ 
men labelled “ In the grounds of the Dak Bungalow, Lashio, 
N. Shan States, Burma, ca 2,700 feet. H. S. Rao. Nov. 1926”, 
and two aclitellate specimens labelled “ Namkham, N. Shan 
States, Burma. H. S. Rao. Dec. 1926 ”. 

From local collections: Bhamo and vicinity. Sept. 1934, 11 
aclitellate and 3 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 7 clitellate specimens. K. 
John. 

Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 1 aclitellate specimen. K. John. 

Foot of Thandaung Hill, Sept. 1935, 3 aclitellate and 1 clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 1, Sept. 1935, 9 aclitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 2, Sept. 1935, 9 aclitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 3, Sept. 1935, 20 aclitellate and 2 clitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 4, Sept. 1935, 38 aclitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 7, Sept. 1935, 1 clitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 8, Sept. 1935, 1 aclitellate specimen. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

External characteristics .—There is a complete circle of setae on ii. 
The setal formulae of ten specimens selected at random are shown 
below:— 


vii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

39 

18 

11 

18 

60 

78 

77 

57 

35 

17 

10 

18 

63 

76 

63 

56 

35 

18 

10 

18 

62 

75 

73 

59 

38 

20 

12 

17 

62 

81 

68 

58 

42 

18 

12 

18 

69 

82 

72 

60 

36 

17 

12 

19 

61 

76 

72 

56 

40 

22 

13 

18 

60 

87 

76 

61 

37 

18 

9 

16 

66 

78 

74 

61 

41 

20 

11 

20 

67 

86 

78 

64 

40 

21 

13 

20 

— 

84 

77 

65 


The last five specimens are from Myitkyina, the first five from different localities in 
Lower Burma. 
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The spermathecal pore may be at the centre of a tiny, cjrcular, sharply 
demarcated area with a smooth glistening surface, or the area may be 
indistinctly delimited or quite unrecognizable. The nearest genital 
marking usually indents the margin of the spermathecal pore area. 

The genital markings are areas of greyish translucence, sharply 
demarcated, usually level, rarely slightly protuberant. 

Internal anatomy .—(Opened 10 specimens.) The intestinal caeca 
are simple, with smooth margins or with margins slightly constricted 
by the septa through which the caeca pass. There is a low, glandular 
collar on the oesophagus behind the gizzards. 

All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral blood vessel. 

The testis sacs are paired ; ventral in x, vertical in xi and reaching 
upwards to ot nearly to the dorsal blood vessel. The posterior testis 
sacs are not attached to the gut mesially. The anterior seminal vesicles 
are included within the posterior testis sacs, each vesicle at least partially 
surrounded by testicular coagulum. 

The spermathecal duct is elongate, slender, and not sharply set off 
from the ampulla which is gradually narrowed ectally. The lumen 
of the duct is fairly wide, transversely slit-like or oval in section, abruptly 
narrowed in the region of the diverticular junction. The spermathecal 
diverticulum comprises a short stalk with narrow, slightly irregular, 
central lumen, a thicker middle portion with a somewhat wider lumen 
and a sausage-shaped or ellipsoidal seminal chamber with wide lumen 
and smooth, thin wall. The middle portion is not definitely- marked 
off from the stalk ectally or from the seminal chamber entally and has a 
thick, opaque wall within which are small, closely crowded chambers 
opening into the central lumen. In the ental part of the middle portion 
each chamber is filled with a spheroidal or ovoidal mass of material 
similar to that within the seminal chamber. The material within the 
chambers may be dense and whitish or with numerous vacuoles. Ectally 
the chambers appear to be empty. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
two pairs, on the anterior margins of vii and viii close to 6/7 and 7/8. 
Male pores minute and invaginate, each pore on the roof of a copulatory 
chamber with a transversely slit-like aperture. Genital markings tiny, 
circular, translucent areas ; external markings on the posterior margins 
of vii and viii and the anterior margin of viii, 1-4 markings just median 
to each spermathecal pore ; internal markings 8-12, on the roof and 
walls of each copulatory chamber. Setae: vii/35-42, xvii/17-22, 

xviii/9-14, xix/16-20, 60-69/iii, 75-87/viii, 63-78/xii, 56-65/xx. First 
dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 64-170 mm. Diameter 4-17 mm. 
Segments 115-142. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs paired ; of x ventral, of xi 
vertical. Seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior testis 
sacs. Spermathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of 
duct and ampulla and comprising a short stalk, a thicker middle portion 
with thick wall within which are numerous, small, spheroidal to ovoidal 
chambers opening into the central lumen, and a terminal, elongately 
ellipsoidal seminal chamber. Genital marking glands stalked and 
coelomic. 
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Pheretima posthuma (L. Vaillant). 

1868. Perichaeta posthuma (part), L. Vaillant, Ann. Sci. Nat. (5) X, p. 228. 

(Type locality, Java. Types in the Paris Museum.) 

1912. Pheretima posthuma, Stephenson, Bee. Ind. Mus. VII, p. 278. 

1923. Pheretima posthuma, Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F. B. I. Series, p. 309 
1926. Pheretima posthuma. Gates, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) XVII, p. 464. 

1926. Pheretima posthuma, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXVIII, p. 162. 

1930. Pheretima posthuma, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXII, p. 321. 

1931. Pheretima posthuma, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 405. 

1932. Pheretima posthuma, Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 487. 

1933. Pheretima posthuma. Gates, Bee. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 543. 

Material examined. —From local collections : 

Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 7 aclitellate and 27 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

Rangoon, Sept. 1935, 36 clitellate specimens. K. John. 

Bhamo and vicinity. Sept. 1934, 5 aclitellate and 7 clitellato 
specimens. K. John. 

Myitkyina and vicinity, Sept. 1934, 31 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

External characteristics .—The setal formulae of five specimens are 
shown below. The number of setae on xx, of ten additional specimens, 
was found to be as follows : 64, 65, 68, 72, 76(2), 77, 78, 79, 86. 


VI 

Vll 

VUI 

xvu 

xvm 

XIX 

ui 

Vlll 

Xll 

XX 

42 

40 

37 

16 

18 

18 

99 

106 

63 

67 

39 

38 

34 

15 

21 

18 

90 

* 

63 

69 

43 

44 

41 

17 

17 

17 

104 

129 

73 

74 

42 

40 

39 

17 

17 

16 

92 

110 

72 

60 

42 

43 

42 

18 

16 

16 

103 

122 

75 

75 


* Only 84, but soveral wide gaps in the circle. 

The male pores are minute and invaginate, each pore transversely 
slit-like, at the centre of an oval or almost circular tubercle or papilla 
on the median wall near the roof of a small parietal invagination, the 
surface of the tubercle slightly convex. The male pore invaginations 
are usually partially everted, rarely fully everted. When fully everted 
the male pore tubercle is on the ventral end of a shortly columnar poro- 
phore. The lumen of the invagination is not completely obliterated 
even on full eversion for, on the ventral face of the male porophore, 
just lateral to the male pore tubercle, there is a slight, longitudinal or 
crescentic slit, opening into a small, slit-like cavity. Although the 
invagination (in state of full retraction) is small, the male pore tubercle 
cannot be regarded as filling or even largely filling the lumen. 

Internal anatomy .—Septum 8/9 is present and slightly muscular 
in each specimen (45). 

The intestinal caeca are short, extending through one or two seg¬ 
ments only, simple ; the ventral margin smooth, the dorsal margin 
smooth or with an appearance of very slight incisions, this appearance 
possibly the result of a wrinkling or slight folding rather than of the 
development of definite incisions. 

Only one heart belonging to ix is present in each of the specimens 
and this heart is always behind the first post-gizzard septum. The 
hearts of x and xi are replaced by slender commissural loops connecting 
the supra-oesophageal and the sub-oesophageal trunks. In several 
specimens the commissural loops of x and xi are gorged with blood and 
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unusually large though still smaller than the hearts of xii and xiii. In 
these worms, just prior to the junction of the commissural loop with the 
sub-oesophageal trunk of its side, two small branches pass ventrally 
from the loop. In two specimens the mesial branch has been traced to 
its junction with the ventral trunk within the testis sac of x or xi. This 
connection of the commissural loop with the ventral trunk was not. 
found in other specimens but possibly because the connecting vessel was 
empty and transparent. In three specimens the sub-oesophageal trunk 
of each side turns dorsally in the posterior portion of xiii and runs upwards 
on the anterior face of 13/14 nearly to the mid-dorsal line, then turns 
ventrally and running under the posterior bifurcation of the heart of 
xiii joins either the anterior bifurcation of the heart of xiii or unites 
directly with the supra-oesophageal vessel of its side. (The supra- 
oesophageal is continued, posterior to its junction with the hearts of 
xiii, as a pair of small vessels which rapidly decrease in size and shortly 
become unrecognizable.) In one worm each sub-oesophageal trunk 
divides posteriorly in xiii into two equisized branches, one of which 
passes dorsally into the anterior bifurcation of the heart of xiii, the 
other passing through 13/14 and 14/15 and then dividing into several 
equisized branches all of which pass to the parietes. Each heart of xii 
and xiii bifurcates close to the dorsal trunk, the bifurcations short and 
very slender, the anterior branch passing into the supra-oesophageal 
trunk in the anterior part of the segment, the posterior branch passing 
into the dorsal trunk at or within the posterior septum of the segment. 
The subneural trunk is practically invisible, represented only by a faint, 
whitish line on the parietes under the nerve cord. 

The testis sacs are unpaired ; the sac of x ventral in all specimens, 
the sac of xi U-shaped, the limbs of the U reaching dorsally into contact 
with the dorsal blood vessel. The limbs of the sac are not bound to the 
gut dorsally but are free. 

The coelomic portion of the spermathecal duct is shorter than the 
ampulla, with a slight, whitish sheen which may be muscular. The 
diverticulum passes into the median face of the duct close to the parietes, 
the duct ectal to the diverticular junction gradually narrowed until deep 
within the parietes it becomes almost thread-like. The ental portion 
of the duct may be described as a chamber with a fairly large lumen 
which is slit-like to transversely oval in section. From the floor of the 
chamber there rises vertically a tiny, slenderly conical papilla with an 
almost pointed tip which does not reach to the dorsalmost portion of 
the duct. On the median face of the conical papilla is a vertical groove. 
At the ectal end of the groove is the opening into the diverticulum. 
Approximately at the centre of the groove is a slightly larger aperture 
which opens into the lumen of the narrowed portion of the duct. Passing 
ectally from the aperture on the conical papilla the lumen is narrow, 
very slightly widened for a very short distance and then very narrow in 
the parietal portion of the duct. The diverticulum comprises a short 
stalk which may be straight, or nearly so or with one or two very short 
loops, and a longer, ellipsoidal seminal chamber. 

The last two pairs of spermathecae are usually in viii. In one speci¬ 
men, one of the last pair of spermathecae is entirely in ix, in each of two 
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specimens one ampulla is in ix while in each of three further specimens 
one diverticulum is in ix. 

Remarks. —Michaelsen {Arch. Neerl. Zool. I, p. Ill, 1934) refers to 
the male pore tubercle as a penis and the invagination within which it 
is contained as a “ Penistasche ” If a tiny tubercle with only a very 
slightly convex surface is to be considered a penis, then this term is 
robbed of all significance and how then is one to characterize the elon- 
gately tubular and truly penis-like penis of such species as P. Montana 
and P. abdita % Michaelsen also maintains that the prostatic duct and 
the vasa deferentia open to the exterior individually on the “ Penis” 
It is quite easy to slice off from the tip of the male porophore ( i.e ., the 
everted parietal invagination) the tiny, male pore tubercle. A number 
of such tubercles have been examined microscopically, both before and 
after clearing with lactophenol. The only pore that has been found on 
any of these preparations is a transversely slit-like aperture at the centre 
of the tubercle. Other apertures are unrecognizable even with the higher 
powers of the microscope. 

Perrier (1872, p. 106), Horst (1893, p. 61), Bahl (1926, p. 14) and 
Prashad (1916, p. 502) have maintained that septum 9/10 is present or 
may be present in place of 8/9. Michaelsen (1923, p. 2) mentions the 
presence of a muscular, post-gizzard septum but is not certain as to 
whether it is 8/9 or 9/10 though earlier (1897, p. 201) he had decided 
that the post-gizzard septum was 8/9. In view of the extensive use of 
P. posthuma as a type in zoological courses it is important to determine 
which of these two opinions is correct. During the last several years 
well over a hundred specimens of the species have been examined but 
in none of these has septum 9/10 been found. The first post-gizzard 
septum is always attached to the parietes at the region of 8/9, and 
between this septum and the first pre-gizzard septum there is always 
only one setal circle. Furthermore the heart of ix is always behind the 
first post-gizzard septum. Unless P. posthuma is much more variable 
elsewhere than in Burma or another species has been mistaken for P. 
posthuma, the confusion with regard to the numbering of the septum 
can be explained as the result of the presence of two pairs of spenna- 
thecae anterior to the first post-gizzard septum. The last pair of these 
spermathecae passes, however, posteriorly into the parietes at the ventral 
margin of 8/9 and not anteriorly as must be the case if the septum were 
9/10. 

Although the variation in setal numbers is greater than usual (20-23 
per segment), this variation is definite and not abnormal for the setal 
counts were made only on specimens with normal setal circles in which 
the setae are regularly spaced. Nevertheless, in spite of this variation, 
the setal numbers for xii and xx are not so high as has been previously 
suggested. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, sperm athecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on the posterior margins of v-viii, each pore at the centre of a 
transversely oval, greyish, translucent area. Male pores minute and 
invaginate, each pore on a tiny tubercle on the median wall near the roof 
of a slight parietal invagination with a longitudinally crescentic aperture. 
Genital markings small, transversely oval, two pairs, in the setal circles 
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of xvii and xix. Setae present ventrally on the clitellar segments : 
vi/37-43, vii/38-44, viii/36-43, xvii/15-20, xviii/17-21, xix/16-20, 90-104/iii, 
106-129/viii, 63-75/xii, 64-86/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 
60-140 mm. Diameter 4-8 mm. 

Septum 8/9 present and muscular. Intestinal caeca simple, small. 
Hearts of x and xi replaced by commissural loops connecting the supraoe- 
sophageal and suboesophageal vessels. Testis sacs unpaired; of x 
ventral, of xi U-shaped. Seminal vesicles of xi included within the 
posterior testis sac. Lumen in ental part of the spermathecal duct 
large and communicating with the narrowed lumen of the ectal portion 
through a pore in a vertical groove on the median face of a dorsally 
directed, shortly conical papilla. Diverticular stalk shorter than the 
ovoidal to ellipsoidal seminal chamber. Genital marking glands sessile 
on the parietes. 


Pheretima promota Gates. 

1933. Pheretima analecta var. promota , Gates, Rec . Ind. Mus . XXXV, p. 494. 

(Type locality, Pegu Yomas, west of Letpadan, Tharrawaddy district.) 

Material examined .—From local collections : one clitellate specimen 
labelled. “ Pheretima analecta var. promota . Original specimen. 
Tharrawaddy Karen Hills. August, 1932. G. R. Anderson”, 
and the following :— 

Pegu Yomas, No. 5, Sept. 1935, 10 clitellate specimens, G. E. 
Blackwell. 

Pegu Yomas, No. 6, Sept. 1935, 8 clitellate specimens. G. E. 
Blackwell. 

External characteristics. Length 120-170 mm. Diameter 5-7 mm. 
Pigmentation restricted to the dorsum, light red or red, with a dark 
blue tinge anterior to the clitellum. 

Setae are present on ii on all specimens but only ventrally, the number 
as follows; 10, 10, 13, 4, 6, 6, 6. On segment iii, there is a complete or 
nearly complete circle. The setae are small, closely and regularly spaced. 
The formulae of five specimens picked at random from Blackwell’s two 
collections are given below:— 


vi 

vii 

viii 

xvii 

xviii 

xix 

iii 

viii 

xii 

XX 

26 

28 

30 

27 

7 

12 

44 

102 

108 

97 

31 

31 

32 

35 

14 

16 

52 

98 

108 

111 

31 

32 

32 

37 

12 

27 

44 

96 

111 

105 

37 

36 

37 

33 

21 

24 

52 

100 

113 

108 

31 

34 

33 

35 

13 

14 

60 

109 

108 

106 

26 

28 

29 

26 

20 

26 

t 

101 

105 

96* 


* Original specimen of var. promota. 
f Wide gap in the setal circle as result of damage. 


The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (14), or 11/12 (2), or 12/13 but with a 
definitely pore-like though apparently non-functional marking in 11/12 
( 2 ). 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on 
5/6-8/9. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at or near the 
centre of a small, transversely oval to circular, disc-shaped porophore. 

There is a single genital marking on each worm. On Miss Anderson’s 
specimen the marking extends anteriorly to the setae of xviii, with the 
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setae of xix on the posterior margin and is transversely elliptical— 
ratio of width to length 20 : 9, not protuberant, the central portion 
slightly concave. On the new specimens the marking extends anteriorly 
to or nearly to 17/18 and posteriorly to or nearly to 19/20, interrupting 
midventrally and widely the setal circles of both xviii and xix. The 
marking may be 20 intersetal intervals wide, is protuberant, flat, or with 
a central portion slightly concave, a fairly definite rim marked off, trans¬ 
versely oval, almost circular or longitudinally oval—ratio of width 
to length ; 7: 6, 5 : 4, 4 : 3, 3 : 2, 3 : 3, 3 : 4. 

Internal anatomy .—None of the septa are thickly muscular; 5/6* 
7/8 strengthened but translucent, 10/11-12/13 very slightly strengthened 
but transparent; 8/9-9/10 lacking. 

The intestine begins in xv (5). The intestinal caeca are simple and 
slightly constricted by the septa through which they pass. The post¬ 
gizzard glandular collar is very low and interrupted. The typhlosole 
begins in the caecal region and is low. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side (3). Two specimens have 
a pair of hearts belonging to ix. All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral 
blood vessel (5). 

The testis sacs are unpaired and suboesophageal. The seminal 
vesicles are fairly large, filling segments xi and xii, in contact mesially 
above the dorsal blood vessel, 10/11 and 12/13 not especially dislocated. 
The prostates extend through some or all of xvii-xxi. The prostatic 
duct is 3-4 mm. long, rather slender but with muscular sheen, bent into 
a U-shaped loop. 

The spermathecal duct is usually shorter than the ampulla, rather 
slender, abruptly narrowed deep within the parietes. The diverticulum 
which passes into the anterior face of the duct at the parietes is elongate, 
a large part looped, usually in an approximation to a regular zigzag 
with the limbs of the loops in apposition. The diverticulum is gradually 
widened passing entally, the ent’almost portion the widest. As is, the 
diverticulum just reaches up onto the ampulla or part way up the am¬ 
pulla, but straightened out is, at least, slightly longer than the combined 
lengths of duct and ampulla. The diverticula of four specimens are 
characterized by spermatozoal iridescence, the iridescence lacking only 
in the short, straight, ectalmost portion and the ectalmost loop. The 
spermathecae of the original specimen are small, probably not fully 
developed, the diverticula without spermatozoal iridescence. 

The genital marking gland is sessile and only slightly protuberant 
into the coelomic cavity. 

Remarks .—Blackwell’s specimens differ from the originals of promota 
only in the slightly greater longitudinal extent of the genital markings 
and, on a few of the specimens, the ratio of the width to the length of 
the genital markings. The setal numbers are about the same. 

P. promota is close to P. analecta from which it differs mainly, in 
the setal numbers and the location of the single genital marking. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on a disc-shaped porophore. One genital marking on 18/19 or reaching 
to or nearly to 17/18 and 19/20. Setae lacking dorsally on ii: vi/26-37, 
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vii/28-36, viii/29-37, xvii/26-37, xviii/7-21, xix/12-27, 4-13/ii, 44-52/iii, 
96-109/viii, 105-113/xii, 96-111/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 
94-170 mm. Diameter 5-7 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs impaired and ventral. Sper- 
matheca with short diverticular stalk looped once entally, seminal 
chamber elongate, slightly widened passing entally, looped in a more 
or less regularly zigzag fashion. Genital marking gland sessile, slightly 
protuberant into the coelomic cavity. 

Pheretima rimosa Gates. 

1931. Pheretima rimosa , Gates, Pec . Ind. Mus . XXXIII, p. 409. (Type locality, 

Hong Ko, Kengtung State.) 

1932. Pheretima rimosa , Gates, Pec. Ind. Mns. XXXIV, p. 534. 

Material examined .—Prom the Indian Museum : 20 clitellate specimens 
labelled, “ Dak bungalow grounds, Kutkai, N. Shan States, 
Burma, ca 4,500 feet. Nov. 1926. H. S. Rao.” 

From local collections : 

“ Rotting leaves under banyan tree”, Mong Ko, Mang Lun State, 
Oct. 1935, 3 clitellate or partially clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ Sandy soil covered with leaves on wooded hillside”, Man Peng, 
Mang Lun State, Oct. 1935, 6 clitellate specimens. H. 
Young. 

“ Leaf-covered, sandy soil on wooded hillside”, Nam Mang, 
Mang Lun State, Oct, 1935, 1 aclitellate and 1 clitellate 
specimen. Y. Young. 

External characteristics .—The specimens are all smaller than the 
types: length, 60-85 mm.; diameter, 3-4 mm. 

Setae are present on ii ventrally only, on iii ventrally only or ventrally 
and laterally. The setal formulae are shown below. 
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* Type, 
t Paratype. 

The first dorsal pore is on 11/12 on 3 specimens ; on the other worms 
the pores cannot be definitely identified anterior to 13/14. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, on the 
anterior margins of vi-ix. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a tiny conical 
protuberance from the lateral margin of the genital marking. The 
male pore protuberance is not especially marked off from the rest of the 
marking. 

The genital markings are one pair, longitudinally placed, reaching 
at least to 17/18 and 18/19 and probably extending slightly onto xvii, 
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possibly onto xix, furrows 17/18 and 18/19 not visible ventrally. The 
anterior end of the genital marking is wider than the posterior end. 
On each marking there is a slight, transverse furrow or crease just behind 
the male pore and the setal line. The marking is sharply demarcated 
by a slight furrow and has a greyish translucent appearance. 

Internal anatomy. —The intestinal caeca are simple, with septal 
constrictions only. 

Each of four specimens lacks one or both of the prostates though the 
prostatic ducts are present. In these same worms the seminal vesicles 
are rudimentary or very small, the testes undischarged, and the seminal 
chambers of the spermathecae with no spermatozoal iridescence. The 
acitellate specimen, on the contrary, has large seminal vesicles, appa¬ 
rently fully developed testis sacs distended by testicular coagulum, 
normal but rather small, perhaps not fully developed prostates. 

The lumen in the spermathecal duct is transversely oval in section 
in the coelomic portion, rather abruptly narrowed but in a funnel-like 
fashion in the region of the diverticular junction and from here ectally 
very narrow. The lumen in the ectal half of the stalk is very narrow 
and usually nearly straight but in the ental half is widened while 
the wall has a corrugated appearance due to the numerous, closely set, 
low, annular ridges. The lumen is usually narrowed again just ectal 
to.the seminal chamber. Spermatozoa are present only in the seminal 
chamber. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on the anterior margins of vi-ix, near 5/6-8/9. Male pores 
minute and superficial, each pore neaT the lateral margin of a genital 
marking. Genital markings one pair, on xviii but reaching slightly 
onto xvii and xix, longitudinally placed or with the anterior and pos¬ 
terior ends widened so that each marking is crescentic to U-shaped with 
the concave side directed mesially. Setae lacking dorsally on ii-iii: 
vi/10-18, vii/11-18, viii/13-19, xvii/14-19, xviii/6-11, xix/15-20, 1-7/ii, 
5-16/iii, 28-38/viii, 35-43/xii, 42-56/xx. First dorsal pore on 10/11-12/13. 
Length 60-122 mm. Diameter 3-5 mm. Segments 104-119. 

Septum 8/9 present but membranous. Intestinal caeca simple. 
Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with 
slender stalk—the lumen narrow ectally but widened entally, and an 
ovoidal to ellipsoidal seminal chamber. Genital marking gland sessile 
and within the parietes, underneath the longitudinal musculature. 

Pheretima robusta (E. Perrier). 

1872. Perichaeta robusta, E. Perrier N. Arch. Mus. Paris, VIII, p. 112. (Type 
locality, Mauritius. Type in the Paris Museum.) 

1929. Pheretima ornata, Gates, Proc. V. 8. Nat. Mus. LXXV, (10), p. 20. (Type 
locality, Lashio. Types in the U. S. Nat. Museum and the Indian 
Museum.) 

1931. Pheretima ornata. Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 404. 

1932. Pheretima ornata. Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXIV, p. 421. 

1933. Pheretima ornata. Gates, Pec. Ind. Mus. XXXV, p. 538. 

Material examined. —From the Indian Museum : one clitellate speci. 
men labelled, “ Chinese frontier opposite Kawngmu, Tengyueh, 
China, ca 2,500 feet. Dec. 1926. H. S. Rao.” 

From local collections :— 

Kutkai, Supt. 1935, 40 softened, clitellate specimens. G. J. Geip, 
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External characteristics .—The setae begin on ii on -which segment 
there is a complete circle, and are small, closely and regularly spaced. 
There may be a slight midventral gap in the setal circles or this gap may 
be lacking ; a mid-dorsal gap may be lacking, but when present is small 
though variable in width. On a few of the specimens the setal circles 
are without gaps due to the falling out of setae and from five of these the 
formulae below were obtained. 
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The first dorsal pore is on 11/12 (40). 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, widely separated, 
transversely slit-like, two pairs, on 7/8-8/9. Each pore is on a small, 
longitudinally oval area that extends slightly onto the margins of 
vii and viii or viii and ix. Just behind each spermathecal pore and 
also on the porophore is a tiny, pore-bearing tubercle. One of these 
tubercles may be lacking, several specimens. All four tubercles are 
lacking on one specimen. 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a tubercle 
that is surrounded by several concentric furrows, the innermost of 
which may be much deeper than the others. In the latter case the tuber¬ 
cle has the appearance of being within a very slight parietal invagination. 
No matter how deep the furrow around the male tubercle may be the 
male pore on the ventral face of the tubercle is practically at the general 
body level. 

In addition to the tubercles located on the spermathecal porophores 
there may be additional tubercles present on xviii, or on one of the precli- 
tellar segments as follows :—One pair of presetal tubercles on xviii, 
each tubercle close to the setae and slightly median to a male tubercle, 
within the region bearing the concentric furrows, 20 specimens. One 
presetal tubercle on xviii as previously and on the other side one post- 
setal tubercle, the latter slightly median to the male tubercle and just 
outside of the area of concentric furrows, 3 specimens. One presetal 
and one postsetal tubercle, on opposite sides (of xviii), both tubercles 
on the areas of concentric furrows, 5 specimens. One pair of presetal 
tubercles, one pair of postsotal tubercles (xviii), all within or close to the 
areas of concentric furrows, 2 specimens. No postclitellar tubercles, 
10 specimens. One small, presetal tubercle on viii, 3 intersetal intervals 
median to the spermathecal pores, on the right or the left side, 5 speci¬ 
mens. No preclitellar tubercles aside from those on the spermathecal 
porophores, 35 specimens. Each tubercle is definitely demarcated by a 
peripheral furrow which is slight on viii, but on xviii may be as deep as 
the furrow around the male porophore. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 5/6-7/8 are muscular, 6/7 the thickest, 
7/8 the thinnest; 10/11-12/13 are muscular ; 13/14 slightly strengthened, 
translucent. 



456 


Records of the Indian Museum . [Vol. XXX VIII, 


The seminal vesicles in the present specimens are small, vertically 
placed bodies at the sides of the gut, lateromesially flattened and leaf¬ 
like, eac'r: vesicle with a definite dQrsal ampulla which, in xii, may be 
fair v large. The vesicles of xi are bound to the gut along with the 
heart of xi by delicate connective tissue from 10/11 and 11/12. When 
the worm is first opened the vesicles have the appearance of being within 
dorsally directed limbs of a TJ-shaped testis sac. It is, however, possible 
to clear off the delicate connective tissue and remove the seminal vesicles 
without opening the median, unpaired, suboesophageal testis sac. The 
prostates are small to almost rudimentary, in xvii-xviii or xvii-xix. 
The prostatic duct is 2-4 mm. long, muscular, straight or variously 
benb. 

The spermathecal duct is shorter than the ampulla. The diverti¬ 
culum is shorter than the combined lengths of the duct and ampulla and 
is not sharply marked off into stalk and seminal chamber. There is no 
spermatozoal iridescence and the diverticula of all of the specimens that 
were opened appear to be incompletely developed. 

The glands of the genital markings are stalked and coelomic, the 
coelomic portion of the stalk rather short. The number of glands in 
segment xviii is equal to the number of the genital markings excluding 
the male pore tubercle, one less than in the Chinese specimens of this 
species examined by the writer. 

Remarks. — P. robusta is a Chinese species reaching into Burma t° 
Lashio, Kutkai, and Namkham, and into India in the Himalayas (Dar - 
jiling, P. himalayana Stephenson 1925) and has been carried, presumably 
by man, to Mauritius, the West Indies, and possibly also to the Philip¬ 
pines. The species has been described under various names from China : 
siemsseni Michaelsen 1931 (in part), fokiensis Micbaelsen 1931, lauta 
Ude 1932, ultoria Chen 1935, and possibly also corrugata Chen 1931 and 
lohri (Michaelsen) 1899. The latter is, at least, much closer to robusta 
than to hesperidum (—californica ) with which it has been united by 
Beddard and Michaelsen. Chen’s corrugata is based, apparently, on 
abnormal specimens, which, however, are distinguished from normal 
specimens of robusta by only slight differences. 

Diagnosis. —Quadrithecal, spermathecal pores minute and super¬ 
ficial, two pairs, on 7/8-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each on a 
small, transversely oval tubercle surrounded by several concentric 
furrows. Genital markings small, circular to oval tubercles, about 1 
intersetal interval wide ; on xviii presetal and postsetal, slightly median 
to the male pore lines (slightly lateral to the midventral line), presetal 
and postsetal on vii-viii, slightly median to the spermathecal pore lines ; 
on the spermathecal porophore, just behind the spermathecal pore. 
Setae: viii/19-31, xvii/24-31, xviii/18-24, xix/23-31, 35-40/iii, 50-53/viii, 
54-58/xii, 65-70/xx. Hirst dorsal pore on 11/12. Length 120-140 mm. 
Diameter 5-8 mm. Segments 106. 

Intestinal caeca simple but with short lobes on the ventral margin. 
Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal diverticulum with 
spheroidal to ovoidal or ellipsoidal seminal chamber usually shorter 
than the slender stalk. Genital marking glands stalked and coelomic. 
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Pheretima scitula, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From the Indian Museum, one damaged, clitellate 
specimen and 6 aclitellate specimens labelled, “ Port Blair, StaB. 
10 .’* 

External characteristics .—The clitellate specimen is about 100 mm. 
long. The largest of the aclitellate specimens is 120 mm. long 
with a maximum diameter of 5 mm. The pigmentation is reddish, 
restricted to the dorsum, with a darker, purplish tinge anterior to the 
clitellum. 

The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle, 
except on the largest aclitellate specimen on which there is a wide dorsal 
gap in the circle of ii. The setae are fairly large, conspicuously protu¬ 
berant ; the circles with a definite but slight midventral gap behind the 
clitellum, a dorsal gap usually present but variable in width. The 
formulae are shown below. 
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* Clitellate specimen. 


The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (3). 

The clitellum is annular, extending from 13/14 to 16/17 ; dorsal 
pores and intersegmental furrows lacking; setae present only on xvi, 
midventrally (clitellate specimen). The clitellar region is not protu¬ 
berant nor especially obvious and does not seem to be fully developed 
though the reproductive organs appear to be mature. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, three pairs, on 
6/7-8/9, each pore at the centre of a tiny, glistening, circular area. The 
pores are about at the mid-lateral line, but the pore on 7/8 is slightly 
dorsal to that on 6/7 while the pore on 8/9 is dorsal to the one on 7/8. 

There is a single female pore. 

The male pores are minute, each pore at the centre of a smooth, 
circular disc with slightly convex surface that is deeply retracted into a 
parietal invagination with a shortly transverse, slit-like aperture. 

There are no genital markings. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 8/9-9/10 are lacking ; some of the anterior 
septa slightly strengthened but membranous. 

The intestine begins in xvi (3). The intestinal caeca are simple, 
slightly constricted by the septa through which they pass. 

The single heart of ix is on the right side (3). The last pair of hearts 
is in xiii (3). All hearts of ix to xiii pass into the ventral vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The seminal vesicles are 
each provided with a fairly large, primary ampulla. The prostates 
extend through xvii to xix. The prostatic duct is 2-3 mm. long, bent 
in a, u, or c shaped loop and with muscular sheen. The duct passes 
directly into the parietes, without any indication of the presence of a 
copulatory chamber in the coelomic cavity. The male pore marking 
forms the roof of the male invagination. 


a 
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The spermathecae are small, the duct almost confined to the 
parietes within which it is fairly wide and readily traced. The diverti¬ 
culum which passes into the anterior face of the duct within the parietes 
is longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla and may be 
as much as two to three times as long. An ectal portion with a muscular 
sheen has a thickish wall and a narrow lumen and is followed by a portion 
with wider lumen and thinner wall. This part is very shortly looped, 
the limbs of the loops in contact and in part in a zigzag. The entalmost 
portion of the diverticulum is slightly constricted ofi from the looped 
part and is spheroidal, ovoidal or ellipsoidal. When the spermathecal 
duct is dissected out from the parietes the spermathecal pore marking is 
removed at the end of the duct. In the two aclitellate specimens 
which were opened, a spermatozoal iridescence characterizes all of the 
seminal chambers, the iridescence extending down through a varying 
length of the looped part of the diverticulum. The seminal chambers 
of the clitellate specimen are filled with an opaque, whitish material 
but no spermatozoal iridescence is recognizable. 

Remarks .— P. scitula appears to be near to P. berhalana Stephenson 
1930 from pulau Berhala in the straits of Malacca but cannot be clearly 
distinguished at present as a result of the deficiencies in the description 
of the older species. Stephenson notes that the copulatory chamber of 
his species is “ moderate sized.” If copulatory chamber, in this connec¬ 
tion, was used to denote, as it should, an invagination into the coelomic 
cavity, this characteristic will distinguish the Sumatran from the Anda¬ 
man species. 

Diagnosis .—Sexthecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
three pairs, on 6/7-8/9. Male pores minute and invaginate, each 
pore on the centre of a disc with a slightly convex surface on the roof of a 
deep parietal invagination with a transversely slit-like aperture. Setae 
present ventrally on xvi: vii/18-25, viii/19-25, xvii/14-19, xviii/12-14, 
xix/13-17, 29/iii, 37-44/viii, 44-46/xii, 44-46/xx. First dorsal pore on 
12/13. Length 100-120 mm. Diameter 5 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum much longer than combined lengths of duct and 
ampulla, comprising a stalk with thick, muscular wall, a looped middle 
portion with thinner wall and looping in part approximating to zigzag, 
and a spheroidal, ovoidal or ellipsoidal seminal chamber. 

Pheretima sonella, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From the Indian Museum : 6 clitellate specimens 
labelled, “ Mule track between Mao-Hsao and Namkham, N. 
Shan States, Burma, ca. 3,700 feet H. S. Rao. Nov. 1926.” 
One of the specimens is damaged anteriorly. 

External characteristics. —Length 130 to 180 mm. Diameter 7 to 8 
mm. No traces of pigmentation visible. 

The setae are unusually small, very closely spaced and ventrally, 
at least on many segments, with the appearance of being slightly zig¬ 
zagged, so that the setal circle has a slightly serrate appearance. There 
are no very definite mid-dorsal or mid-ventral gaps in the circles but 
there are in most circles gaps of varying width at irregular intervals. 
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In these gaps there are usually visible one or more pits that appear to 
be setal pits from which the setae have dropped out, though in some 
cases the setae may be deeply retracted and not recognizable. (The 
cuticle cannot be removed without damaging the epidermis, hence 
determination of setal numbers is difficult, especially on the dorsum.) 
The setal numbers on the usual segments of one specimen are as follows : 
90/iii, 56/viii, 116/xii, 118/xx. If each pit-like depression in a gap is 
counted as a seta, the numbers would be; 142/iii, 148/viii, 160/xii, 
141/xx. Formulae ; xvii/33, xviii/31, xix/32-f- ; vii/48, viii/48-K xvii/34, 
xviii/37, xix/38 ; xvii/48, xviii/37, xix/43 ; vi/31vii/40, viii/31-J-, 
xvii/34, xviii/21-f-, xix/31-b ; vi/36-f-, vii/43-f-, viii/36-f-, xvii/46, xviii/41, 
xix/44. (+ indicates presence of one or more gaps, each wider than 

the normal interval between two successive setae). 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (3) or posterior to the clitellum (3). 

The clitellum is annular, extending from just behind the setae of xiii 
to just in front of the setae of xvii; dorsal pores, intersegmental furrows 
and setae lacking, furrows 13/14 and 16/17 and the dorsal pores of these 
furrows also lacking. 

The spermathecal pores are minute and superficial, four pairs, in 
5/6-8/9. On one specimen the pores on the left side on 5/6-6/7 are 
lacking. 

There is a single female pore (6). 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore at the centre 
of a transversely oval to longitudinally oval, disc-like porophore. 

On segment xxiii, on each specimen, there is a single genital marking 
which is circular to slightly oval (transversely placed) and which extends 
onto xxii and xxiv nearly to the setal circles (on one specimen slightly 
through the setal circle of xxiv) and laterally nearly to the male lines. 
The marking is smooth, flat, slightly elevated, a marginal rim marked 
off internally by a fine furrow or line but not clearly demarcated extern¬ 
ally. Setae are lacking on the marking. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 5/6-7/8 are muscular ; 8/9-9/10 lacking ; 
10/11-11/12 thickly muscular ; 12/13 and succeeding septa exceedingly 
delicate. 

Just behind the gizzard on the oesophagus there is a high, glandular 
collar which may be deeply incised into five large lobes and with several 
smaller lobes, or the lobes may be only slightly indicated. The intestine 
begins in xv. The intestinal caeca are simple, long and slender, with 
seven or more ventrally directed, shortly finger-shaped lobes on the 
ventral margin. These lobes are not closely crowded, the height (dorso- 
ventral length) of each lobe less than the dorsoventral thickness of the 
main axis. In addition there may be further incisions or depressions 
of the ventral and dorsal margin, the incisions slight and the lobes thus 
marked off small. In one specimen the caeca are completely retracted 
into the lumen of the gut as the finger of a glove is pulled into the interior 
on drawing out the hand. 

The last pair of hearts is in xiii (4). All hearts of ix to xiii pass into 
the ventral vessel. 

The testis sacs are unpaired and ventral. The nerve cord is within 
each sac and so that a needle can be passed between the cord and the 

G2 
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floor of the testis sac. The sac of x is prolonged anteriorly as a short, 
finger-shaped pocket containing the cord which is surrounded by a t hin 
layer of testicular coagulum. The seminal vesicles of xi are small, 
leaflike, flattened against the posterior face of 10/11, the combined mass 
of the two vesicles not as great as that of the testis sac. The vesicles of 
xii are flattened and straplike. In one specimen the vesicles are vertical, 
each extending across the dorsal blood vessel and then downwards on 
the opposite side. In other specimens the vesicles reach posteriorly 
rather than dorsally and are either doubled back on themselves within 
xii or else push 12/13 back into contact with 13/14 or extend through 
12/13 to 13/14. From the median face of each vesicle a delicate sheet 
of connective tissue passes anteriorly to the posterior face of 11/12. 
The prostates extend through some or all of xvii-xx. The prostatic 
duct is 15 mm. long, usually bent into a hairpin shaped loop, with the 
limbs of the loop in contact, in xviii-xx or xxi. In one specimen the 
entalmost portion, about 4 mm. in length, is much thicker than the rest. 
In the other specimens the ental limb is quite definitely thicker than the 
ectal limb of the loop. The whole of the duct has a strong, muscular 
sheen. 

The spermathecal duct is slender and much shorter than the ampulla. 
The lumen is wide entally, abruptly narrowed in the region of the 
diverticular junction, the lumen filled with a hard, whitish material 
which extends into the ectal portion of the ampulla. The ental part of 
the ampulla is filled with a translucent, soft material. The diverticulum 
is longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla and passes 
into the duct at or within the parietes. An ectal portion of the diverti¬ 
culum has a noticeable muscular sheen but this gradually disappears 
passing entally, often accompanied by a slight decrease in diameter of 
the diverticulum. Still further entally the spermatozoal iridescence 
becomes visible and the diverticulum is usually slightly thickened. The 
diverticulum is best described as rod-like though not straight, twisted, 
looped or coiled. The ental half may be slightly wider or slightly 
narrower than the ectal half. In the ectalmost portion the lumen is 
narrow, the width less than the thickness of the wall. Passing entally 
the lumen is gradually widened, at first with numerous annular grooves 
marking off low, closely crowded, annular ridges but further entally the 
grooves are more widely separated. 

The genital marking gland is a sessile, broad mass with a slightly 
convex surface, protuberant into the coelomic cavities of xxiii and 
xxiv. 

Remarks .—In the abnormal specimen the left spermathecae of vi 
and vii are lacking. The right spermatheca of viii is abnormal; ectally 
the diverticulum being thicker than the duct and tapering gradually at 
the entalmost portion to a fine filament. 

P. sonella is distinguished from P. labosa Grates 1932 by the greater 
size, larger setal numbers, and the location of the genital marking on 
xxiii. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial, 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore 
on the centre of a transversely oval to longitudinally oval, disc-shaped 
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porophore. Genital marking median, circular to oval, on xxiii but 
extending onto xxii and xxiv nearly to the setal circles and reaching 
laterally nearly to the male pore lines. Setae very small and very 
closely spaced, on iii, viii, xii and xx well over 100 per segment; 
vii/40-48, xvii/33-48, xviii/31-41, xix/38-44. First dorsal pore on 
12/13. Length 130-180 mm. Diameter 7-8 mm. 

Intestinal caeca simple but with shortly finger-shaped lobes on the 
ventral margin. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Spermathecal 
diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla, rod- 
like but not straight, stalk muscular, seminal chamber not demarcated 
externally from rest of diverticulum. Genital marking gland sessile 
on the parietes. 


Pheretima suctoria Michaelsen. 

1907. Pheretima suctoria , Michaelsen, Mitt. Mus. Hamburg , XXIV, p. 165. 

(Type locality, Andaman Islands. Types in the Hamburg Museum 
and the Indian Museum.) 

1909. Pheretima suctoria, Michaelsen, Mem . Ind. Mus . I, p. 196. 

1923. Pheretima suctoria (part) Stephenson, Oligochaeta, in F . B . I. Series, 
p. 311. (Excluding Pheretima suctoria Stephenson 1922.) 

1931. Pheretima suctoria var. typica , Gates, Rec . Ind. Mus. XXXIII, p. 412. 

Material examined. —From the Hamburg Museum : 1 aclitellate and 
3 clitellate specimens labelled, “ Pheretima suctoria Michlsn. 
Andamans. V 7168”. From the Indian Museum: 1 aclitellate 
specimen labelled, “ Camorta Island, in jungle, creeping over 
ground. March 1925 **. 

External characteristics .—(Camorta specimen) Length, ca 70 mm. 
Diameter, 4 mm. The purplish pigment which is confined to the dorsum 
is present in bands, one presetal and one postsetal on each segment, 
the two pigmented bands separated from each other by an unpigmented 
setigerous strip. 

The setae begin on ii on which segment there is a complete circle 
and are small and closely and regularly spaced. There are no definite 
midventral gaps in the setal circles. Formula ; vii/14, xvii/20, xviii/7, 
xix/22, 34/iii, 58/xii, 66/xx. 

The spermathecal pores were not identified but are obviously minute 
and superficial, four pairs, on 5/G-8/9 (the intersegmental location deter¬ 
mined by tracing the ducts through the parietes). 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore on a very tiny, 
conical protuberance from the centre of a quite small, longitudinally 
oval area just lateral to each genital marking. 

The genital markings are one pair on xviii, each marking seven 
intersetal intervals wide, transversely placed and with bluntly rounded 
ends, separated from each other by a midventral space containing 7 
setae. A narrow peripheral part of each marking has a slightly different 
colouration from the central portion. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 8/9-9/10 are lacking. 

The intestinal caeca are simple, constricted deeply by the septa 
through which they pass. 

The last pair of hearts is in xiii. 

The prostates are smallish, extending through xvii-xix. The pro¬ 
static duct is muscular, short, bent into a u-sbaped loop. 
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The spermathecal duct is muscular. The diverticulum which is 
longer than the combined lengths of duct and ampulla, passes into the 
anterior face of the duct at the parietes and comprises a stalk with a 
slight, muscular sheen and an elongate seminal chamber that is looped 
in an irregular fashion, all of the loops pressed into a flattened mass. 

The genital marking glands are sessile on the parietes. 

Remarlcs .—The Nicobar specimen is in rather poor condition, mace¬ 
rated just behind segment xviii, the internal organs in part macerated 
and in part so brittle that important characteristics in the region of 
segments x-xiii could not be determined, as the organs broke into pieces 
on being manipulated. Although the gut is badly macerated from xiv 
posteriorly the intestinal caeca are in fairly good condition. 

The only worms hitherto recorded from the Nicobar Islands have 
been peregrine species of the family Lumbricidae. 

Diagnosis. —Octothecal, spermathecal pores minute and superficial 
four pairs, on 5/6-8/9. Male pores minute and superficial, each pore on 
a small, disc-shaped porophore. Genital markings one pair, on xviii, 
just median to the male porophores. Setae : vi/10, vii/10-14, viii/10, 
xvii/20, xviii/4-8, xix/22, 34/iii, 58/xii, 66/xx. First dorsal pore on 
12/13. Length 75-140 mm. Diameter 4-7 mm. Segments 103-123. 

Intestinal caeca simple. Testis sacs unpaired and ventral. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum slender, longer than combined lengths of duct 
and ampulla, with short stalk portion not demarcated externally from 
the elongate and irregularly looped seminal chamber. Genital marking 
glands sessile, interrupting the longitudinal musculature and slightly 
protuberant into the coelomic cavity. 

Pheretima vieta, sp. nov. 

Material examined .—From local collections : 

“ Under rotten leaves, dense jungle,” Peng Sai, Mang Lun State, 

Oct. 1935, 3 aclitellate and 13 clitellate specimens. H. 

Young. 

External characteristics. —Length, 42-65 mm., but most of the speci¬ 
mens are 50-60 mm. long. Diameter 2 mm. Unpigmented ; clitellum 
yellowish or brownish. 

The setae begin of ii, on which segment there is a complete circle, 
and are small, closely and regularly spaced. On some at least of the 
preclitellar segments the ventral setae are larger than the dorsal. There 
may be a slight mid-dorsal gap in the setal circles. There are no setae 
on xviii between the genital markings on any of the specimens, and the 
setal circle of xix is uninterrupted behind the genital markings on all 
specimens. Formulae: vi/1, xvii/8, xix/5, 49/iii, 63/viii, 51/xii, 47/xx ; 
vi/4, xvii/5, xix/6, 48/iii, 61/viii, 54/xii, 45/xx ; vi/3, xvii/5, xix/4, 44/iii, 
58/viii, 48/xii, 39/xx. Number of male setae on xvii of other specimens : 
6, 5, 7, 7, 4, 6, 7, 5, 7; of spermathecal setae on vi,-2, 0, 1, 0, 1, 2, 2, 1, 
1, 3, on the aclitellate specimens,-3, 5, 4. 

The first dorsal pore is on 12/13 (16). 

The clitellum is annular and extends from 13/14 to 16/17 ; interseg- 
mental furrows, setae and dorsal pores lacking. 
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The spermathecal pores are tiny, transverse slits, one pair, postsetal 
on vi, about halfway between the setal circle and 6/7. The epidermis 
around the spermathecal aperture is conspicuously protuberant as an 
annular lip. The pores and the annular lips are as well developed on 
the aclitellate as on the clitellate specimens. 

There is a single female pore (13). 

The male pores are minute and superficial, each pore within and near 
the posterior end of a seminal furrow. 

The genital markings are one pair of elongate, slightly raised areas 
with bluntly rounded ends placed diagonally so that the posterior ends 
are slightly nearer to the midventral line, extending across xvii almost 
to 16/17 and 18/19 which is dislocated posteriorly. Along the middle of 
each marking is a seminal furrow, anteriorly hooked around slightly 
towards the midventral line. Posteriorly the furrow passes up onto the 
anterior face to the tip of a tiny, rather conical protuberance near the 
posterior end of the marking. The male pore is within the furrow on 
this protuberance. On one of the clitellate specimens the right genital 
marking is on xvi and xvii. 

Internal anatomy .—Septa 5/6-7/8 are muscular ; 8/9-9/10 lacking; 
10/11 present. 

The gut is slender in xiv-xviii, widened gradually or abruptly in xix, 
attaining full intestinal width only in xx or xxi. The intestinal caeca 
are small and short, extending through one to three segments only, 
constricted slightly by the septa through which they pass. 

The last pair of hearts is in xiii (5). The heart of ix is on the left 
side (4) or on the right side (1). The hearts of xi are included within 
the testis sac, the hearts of x are included ventrally within the testis 
sac. All hearts of ix-xiii pass into the ventral vessel. 



Text-fig. 5 .—Phcretima vieta , sp. nov. Spermatheca xca. 20. 

The testis sac of x is probably U-shaped with the hearts of x con¬ 
tained within dorsally directed limbs of the sac but testicular coagulum 
is present only in the ventral part of each limb. In two specimens the 
ventral blood vessel is quite obviously within the median part of the 
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testis sac and underneath the blood vessel the coagulum forms a contin¬ 
uous band from one side of the sac to the other. In the other three speci¬ 
mens the coagulum is not continuous underneath the blood vessel and 
no connection between the two portions of the sac was discovered. It 
would appear in these three specimens as if there were a pair of vertical 
testis sacs belonging to x. The testis sac of xi is U-shaped, the limbs 
of the sac reaching to the dorsal blood vessel and enclosing the seminal 
vesicles and hearts which are embedded within the testicular coagulum. 
The vesicles of xi are very small, bilobed structures. The vesicles of 
xii are also small. The prostates extend through xvii to xix. The 
prostatic duct is muscular but whitish, bent into a U or a J-shape or 
twisted. 

The spermathecal duct is slender, slightly shorter than the ampulla, 
and is not narrowed within the parietes. The diverticulum which 
passes into the duct at the parietes is slender and longer than the com¬ 
bined lengths of duct and ampulla. In the ental third of the diverticulum 
(5 specimens) there is a linear series of large, transparent areas. These 
areas may be vacuoles in an incompletely cleared sperm mass. In 
the ectal portion the lumen is very narrow and central. In a sixth 
specimen the diverticular lumen is widened slightly in a middle portion 



Text-fig. 6 .—Phcretima vieta, sp. nov. Ental end of spermathecal diverticulum Xca. 

45. 

and with a zigzagged appearance, a fissure opening out laterally from the 
apex of each angle of the zigzag, in the ental portion still wider and 
with smooth wall and here occupied by a whitish, non-iridescent mass. 
There is no spermatozoal iridescence in any of the spermathecae. The 
lumen of the diverticulum turns up dorsally within the duct for a very 
short distance before opening into the duct lumen. One spermatheca 
has two diverticula, arising from opposite sides of the duct. The extra 
diverticulum is long but lacks the transparent spaces in the ental portion. 

The genital markings are thickenings of the body wall; there being 
no glandular material protuberant into the coelomic cavity. 

Remarks. —P. vieta is close to P. glabra Gates 1932, from which it 
is distinguished as follows : by the presence of male setae on xvii, the 
absence of ventrolateral gaps in the setal circle of six behind the genital 
markings, the smaller intestinal caeca, the presence of 10/11 and the 
hearts of x, the U-shaped and unpaired testis sacs and the inclusion Of 
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the seminal vesicles of xi within the posterior testis sac. Spermathecal 
characteristics of the two species cannot be compared as P. glabra is 
known only from athecal forms. 

Diagnosis. —Bithecal, spermathecal pores superficial, shortly trans¬ 
verse slits, one pair, on vi, halfway between the setae and 6/7 Male 
pores minute and superficial, each pore within and near the end of a 
seminal furrow and on a tiny conical protuberance on a genital marking 
near the posterior end. Genital markings one pair, extending across 
xvii-xviii to 16/17 and 18/19. Along the middle of each marking a 
seminal furrow which is hooked midventrally at the anterior end. 
Setae : vi/0-4, xvii/4-8, xviii/0, xix/4-6, 44-49/iii, 58-63/viii, 48-54/xii, 
39-47/xx. First dorsal pore on 12/13. Length 42-65 mm. Diameter 
2 mm. 

Intestinal caeca, simple, short. Testis sacs unpaired and U-shaped. 
Seminal vesicles of xi included within the posterior testis sac. Sper¬ 
mathecal diverticulum longer than combined lengths of duct and ampulla 
slender, not marked off externally into stalk and seminal chamber. 
Genital markings thickenings of the parietes, no glands, at least in the 
coelomic cavity. 


Genus Perionyx E. Perrier. 

1872. Perionyx, E. Perrier, N. Arch. Mus. Paris, VIII, p. 126, (Genotype, 
P. excavatus E. Perrier 1872). 

Perionyx arboricola Rosa. 

1890. Perionyx arboricola, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Genova, XXX, p. 119. (Type 
locality, Cobapo, Karen Hills of Toungoo District. Type in the 
Genoa Museum.) 

Material examined. —From the Genoa Museum : 1 fully clitellate, 
dissected specimen from a tube labelled, “ Perionyx arboricola 
Rosa. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, XXX, p. 119, T. 1. f. 11. Typus 
Cobapo (Carin Cheba) L. Fea. Cat. No. 41 ”. 

External characteristics. —The clitellum extends across xiv-xvi and 
looks much like a Pheretima clitellum. 

The spermathecal porse are minute and widely separated. 

On xviii there is a transversely placed, rectangular depression the 
lateral margins of which are not definitely demarcated but which are 
represented by flattened papillae that project into the depression towards 
the midventral line. Towards the median, pointed portion of each 
papilla there is a pit or pore which may be the male pore. 

Internal anatomy. —The male funnels are possibly located in testis 
sacs. The prostatic duct is elongate and extends through several seg¬ 
ments, bent into a hairpin-shaped loop, the ectal limb of the loop much 
thicker than the ental limb and muscular, the duct similar in appearance 
to a prostatic duct in certain species of Pheretima. 

The spermatheca has a definite but short duct and an elongate diver¬ 
ticulum, the latter about as long as the combined lengths of duct and 
ampulla. There are slight indications of a zigzag looping and entally 
the diverticulum seems to be slightly widened. The spermathecae 
look like those of Pheretima. 

RemarJcs. —The gut had been removed from the region of the testis 
segments to behind the prostatic region. As the type is unique it was 
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handled very carefully and none of the organs were removed for further 
study. 

In addition to the type the tube contains six very small and aclitellate 
specimens. 

Mr. Blackwell has been endeavouring for several years to find 
P. arboricola in the neighbourhood of the type locality. Although 
hundred of specimens of Perionyx have been collected none that can be 
referred to arboricola have yet been found. In addition to those listed 
below ( Vide P. excavatus and Perionyx species) over five hundred clitel- 
late and aclitellate specimens of Perionyx from the region about Leiktho, 
also collected by Mr. Blackwell, have been examined. 


Perionyx excavatus E. Perrier. 

1872. Perionyx excavatus, E. Perrier N. Arch. Mus. Paris, VIII, p. 126. (Type 
locality, Saigon, French Indo-China. Types in the Paris Museum.) 

1888. Perionyx excavatus, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Genova, XXVI, p. 157. 

1890. Perionyx excavatus, Rosa, Ann. Mus. Genova, XXX, p. 121. 

Material examined. —From the Genoa Museum : 2 softened, clitellate 
specimens from a tube labelled, “ Perionyx excavatus Perr. Rosa 
Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova XXX, 1890. p. 121. Teinzo (Moolay) 
Birmania. L. Fea, 1886. Cat. No. 40 ”. From the Indian 
Museum: 3 clitellate specimens labelled, “ Under stones, Nam- 
kham, N. Shan States, Burma. H. S. Rao. Dec. 1926 ”. 

From local collections: 

Moulmein, Aug. 1935, 22 aclitellate and 1 clitellate specimens. 
K. John. 

Mogok, Sept. 1935, 3 clitellate specimens. Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 

“ Under bark of trees ”, rain forest on way to Thandaung, Sept. 

1935, 10 clitellate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

“ On epiphytic ferns,” rain forest on way to Thandaung, 10 
clitellate specimens. Sept. 1935, G. E. Blackwell. 

One of the Genoa specimens is probably abnormal. The determina¬ 
tion of the anteriormost segments is difficult, but if the male pores are 
on xviii, as is probable, then the clitellum is on xiii-xvii and the sper- 
mathecal pores are on 8/9-9/10. 

The spermathecae of all specimens from local collections have been 
examined. The wart-like structures previously regarded as diverticula 
('Vide Stephenson 1923, p. 330) are probably not diverticula at all. 
Although present in some specimens on the ental end of the spermathecal. 
duct, where diverticula might be expected to be located, there is never 
any spermatozoal iridescence and similar wart-like protuberances, 
likewise without spermatozoal iridescence, may also be present on the 
spermathecal ampullae. On several specimens slightly larger pro¬ 
tuberances from the ental end of the spermathecal duct might also be 
mistaken for diverticula but are in reality only thinned out bulgings of 
the duct wall due to the crowding of several, large spermatophores in 
the ental portion of the duct. A collapsed bulging of the duct wall of 
this sort, after disappearance of the spermatophores, might have a 
wart-like and transparent appearance as in other specimens. In the 
ectal part of the ampulla and extending down into the duct or also in 
the duct there may be one or more spermatophores. Each spermato- 
phore has a hard, nearly spheroidal head that is iridescent and to which 
is attached a transparent conical region narrowing almost to a fine 
thread. 
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A. 


Material examined. —From local collections : 

Myitkyina, Sept. 1934, 8 aclitellate specimens. K. John. 
Mogok, Sept. 1935, 46 aclitellate specimens, Mrs. A. C. Hanna. 

“ Under rocks,” North of Thandaung, Sept. 1935, 82 aclitellate 
specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

“ Under bark of trees,” rain forest on way to Thandaung, Sept. 

1935, 108, aclitellate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

“ On epiphytic ferns,” rain forest on way to Thandaung, Sept. 

1935, 22 aclitellate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

“ Rotting leaves in forks of trees,” rain forest near Thandaung, 
190 aclitellate specimens. G. E. Blackwell. 

None of the specimens are sufficiently developed to enable identi¬ 
fication, though some of the worms reach a length of 100-180 mm. and 
a diameter of 5-7 mm. Many are probably to be referred to P. excavatus. 


B. 

1933. Perionyx excavatus , Stephenson, Proc. Zool. Soc. London , 1932, p. 930. 

Material examined .—From the British Museum : three specimens 
labelled, “ Perionyx excavatus. Hills E. of Fort Hertz, Burmese 
Thibetan border. Capt. F. Kingdom Ward. 1932, 6. 24. 1-3.” 

The worms are very dark blue, almost black. 

The male pores were not definitely identified but are probably on 
whitish, shortly conical papillae which are widely separated. Between 
the papillae there is a short (anteroposteriorly), wide, fairly deep and 
whitened, rectangular depression. 

In the seminal vesicles there are large masses of parasites. The 
prostatic ducts are slender, almost straight; the dorsal end of a duct 
surrounded or almost so by prostatic tissue ; the prostates small and 
not fully developed. The penial setae are very similar to the penial 
setae of P. excavatus. 

Remarks. —All of the specimens are aclitellate, one much larger than 
the others had been opened by Stephenson. The male genital field is 
not so well developed od the two smaller specimens, the rectangular 
depression here represented only by an unpigmented area which is, 
however, in sharp contrast to the rest of the ventrum. 

Stephenson did not give any reasons for his identification of these 
worms as P. excavatus but presumably the main reason is the similarity 
of the penial setae to those of P. excavatus. Unfortunately several 
forms which appear to be specifically distinct all have setae very similar 
to if not actually identical with those of P. excavatus. The pigmentation, 
the wide separation of the conical male porophores, the rectangular and 
depressed male field provide very definite evidence against an identi¬ 
fication as P. excavatus. The worms cannot be placed in any of the 
species of Perionyx at present known from Burma but in the 
absence of clitellate specimens the species cannot be adequately charac¬ 
terized. The pigmentation is similar to that of P. mintoshii but the 
male field appears to be developing in a different fashion than in the 
latter species. 
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Appendix. 

Most of the place names mentioned in this paper have been included 
in appendices to previous papers. Some of the new localities, at which 
collections have been made for the first time, are mentioned below. 

Ruby Mines District. 

Mogok, 60 miles due east by motor road from the Irrawaddy 
River. 

Pegu Yomas. 

There are no names for areas from which collections were made. 
The collector went up into these hills from certain points on the railway, 
the direction, generally speaking, due west, the collections secured 
fifteen miles or more from the railway line. 

No. 1. From the railway 8 miles south of Toungoo. 

No. 2. From the railway 16 miles south of Toungoo. 

No. 3. From the railway 24 miles south of Toungoo. 

No. 4. From the railway 32 miles south of Toungoo and about 
opposite Pyu. 

No. 5. From the railway 10 miles south of Pyu. Numbers 1-5 in 
Toungoo district. 

No. 6. From the railway 15 miles south of Pyu. 

No. 7. From the railway 20 miles south of Pyu. Numbers 6-7 in 
Pegu district. 

No. 8. From the railway 5 miles south of Pyu. 



